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THE PALACE OF KNOSSOS, 
PrtwaiffHal Report «/ the Exea'^'otiom for the Year 1902. 
LPi^TVs L—Til,} 


^ 1.—TilE CaMPAWN’ of !<><». 


As far as it was ptiwibltf to forecast the CarepaiEn of 1902 on ilie 
Palace site of Knossos it promised to be one of finishing up in a iimlted 
quarter of the East Slope, "’‘di some further delimiiation of alread}-' fairiy 
ascertained boundaries. But appearances were deceptive Not only did 
the work of excavating the remainder of the deep-lj-ing rooms of the 
Central jjart of this quarter prove to be of extraordinary dlfficuity, owing 
to the ma^es of heaii'y soperstnicturcs that it was necessary to support, but 
the building was found to extend further down the slope than the pre* 
liminaiy trial pits had led us to expect. In scA'cral cases these had just 
missed important walla,,, with the lesutt that vast masses pf excavated 
materialAliad, inwards the close of the previous campaign, been dumped 
dufLTi in places from which they had this year to be removed at the cost of 
much It was also fomiH that several of the chambers previously 

excavated along the edge of the second East Slope Terrace"irotahly those 
near the Olive Pn^s—(rverlaid basement areas containing important 
renuifn», and these, in turn, the floor levels of a still earlier t^alace, covered 
with pottery of the pure ' KanUlres* class. On the lower Terrace again 
were brought to light whote ranges of rooms and magaxtuts belonging to 
this more fxtmittve system and contBinhig what are proliably the finest 
existing specimens of the' Mktrlle MinOan * ceramic class. 

The work began on February' and continued in full swing till the 
Ltid of June: The extensive diaracter of the ojierations may be judged 
from the fact that during a good deal of this time as many as 250 work¬ 
men were employed. The arduous labour of propping up walls, rauing 
sunken blocks, supporting upper floor-Icvets (."ire Fig. tj, and reetMisiructing 
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the quarter abopt the Northern I^nimnDc, parttcubrljr, fiirtlicr {nvostigations 
and the n^m-a] of wluu proved to be later wall* have Jed to altc^ethcr 
new developments; including the discovery of a spacious outer portico. 

tn directing tiic worU I had, as before, the valued assLitance of Dr. 
Duncan Mackenitie, u>ho » also engaged on a special study of the potter}’ 
finmd in the Jblacc.* I was aJno Fortunate in again securing the services 
of Mr. Theorlore Tyfe for tile architectural plans and necessary works of 
conservation, and he has at ray request cornraunicated a [laper On the 
decorative frescues and archftecturaJ reliefs to the Royal Institute Oi 
Hriti’ih Ardntects* The practical wirrk. especially that of raising and 
sufjjjorting large blocks, was also mwch aided by the presence this year 
as foreman of (he viwks of Gregoriot Aritoiiiou, ao wcU known for tiis 
most cajiable exercise «if similar functions for a succession of British 
excavations in Cyprus as well ai for 31 r JfogorUi lo tlic Dictacan Cave 
and al Zakno, 

2.—SUPPLKMKXTAIIV ULSCOVBtttliS IN TJiK NottTItKKN t’AbSCK 
Kkceon : PIntkakce l‘(mTiCQ AN'M External [*ii,iAR*nALi_ 

In the exceptioQidly luas^tve square of oonstnicttons that lie to 
right of (he Northern Entrance passage as appimched from wltliout. 
betii'cen the North Piarza and the Cetiinil Court, further rtsearches and 
excainrions did much to bring out the original line* of the building which 
had becti greatly obscured by later walls. The plart as thus recovered was 
really much aim pier. The double dus:r from the XfJrth Pi«*a was found 
togiveacce^ to a kind of oblong atrium, the bock pari of which must 
liave beett connected to the r^ht with an ascending stepjjcd corridor that 
leads :*outh to the Cmrtdor of theSteme Basin. direct and convenient line 
of communication would thus have been provided between the antechamber 
of the Throne kooro and the North-West comer of the Central Court on 
the one side and the North Piaaxa and adjoining Bath system on tbc other, 
i Sce Sketch Plan, 11 Lj 

The square enclosed between the upptr part of this connecting 
passage and the Northefri Entrance way wasdivkied into three elongated 
ground floor rooms, with floor levels a little below the level of the Central 

* Tf* ill ihc iDPhEicr erf Uic 

• * liiutjrr tit /frrflftl drrkMhvti, Third 

Senn^ VqL X. i Xu. pk 107 tfff, Mt. Fyfe hu ibe ArchrieetAhJ Pbuu In |hu Repent. 
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Court These rooms, as the iinportaBt remains of wall-paintings found 
above their floors sufficiently indicate, had originally supportisl a fine upper 
lull to which lumuesiionahty belonged the miniatun: and other frescoes 
found here above the lower floors. The three ground-floor rooms in 
c)uestion had. as already shown, been subscqiicrftly le-occupied with 
slightly raised floor levels, during tlie mature Mycenaean i'eriod. and 
a good deal renuxlellcd. The Westernmost of the original three chaml^ri^ 
had in this way been broken up into two smaller rooms belonging to 
this Feriod of Re-occupation, in one of which the atirrup-vases were found. 

Each of the three elongated chambers mentioned abos'c has at its 
Northern end one of the deep, walled pits described in the last Report, 
resembling the ‘ oubliettes ’ of a mediaeval castle, and which piobabty iservcd 
as dtutgeons. This makes it probable that the chambers connected with 
these were occupied by guards and warders^ 

The removal of some later walling, consisting of older materials 
re-used in a promUKUOiui manner, on the East ^de of the lower part of the 
Northern entrance brought to light the lower blocks and bases of five 
massive square pillarsi ivtdch were seen to form part of a system. Further 
CNcavatton Northwards resulted in the uncovering of several more bases and 
finally revealed the plan of a Portico consTsting of twelve pillars. Of the 
South-Eastemfliost of these all traces had vanished and only the foundation 
socket was visible of the last but erne to the North-West, hut the arrange¬ 
ment and regular espaccmeni of the pillars was otitcrtvise quite clear 
(See i'Inn, Fig, i, and Fig. j,> 

This Portico, consisting thus of a double row of six pillars, fianked the 
roadway running North from the entrance passage for a distaxxcc of about 
twenty metres. .At the same time its central opening faced the remains 
of what seems to have been a double gateway from which the traces of 
another paved road ran West. The Portico thus stood at the chief pefint 
of access to the Palace both from the Ci^ and the Sea-port. The square 
pillars as iar as they were preserved conalated of gypsum blocks -Sj cm. y -£5 
and 1^5 in height resting on larger bo-ses and placed at intervals of 
metres (Fig. 3). 

Opposite the Nortliern part of the Portico and dominating the meeting 
point of the two roads are massive remains of what appears to luive been 
a tower or guard-Kouie, and, lacing ihUi, a massive bastion. Indeed, as 
already noticed in the first Re{iort, there is every evidence that the 
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Northern entriince to the Patace, which miuit have been the chief avenue 
of public access;, jealously 

Fuitiver North all n;mains of ibif Fabce proper cea^ and the 
roadway Itself with its accuiripaflying uiain-dr^n abo br^ks off. At a 
distance however of about twenty-five metres North of the Portico w'a=s 
found the basement of an important building which from its position 
&LN=ma to stand in some relation to the PabccL The Sotithcm wall line 
of thb building I tea in fact at the poiiu at which the Nortlxcm roailway 
if prolonged would be intersected by ihe small paved causCT'ay that runs* 
pointing in this ilirectionp past the North^Wcsi urn most an^e of tite PalKCc- 
Thc main pan of ihb building h a rocimp about S'30 by S mctnjSt which 
at a dtstanee of !'63 mdre fro in the North wall Slntxl two pillars eonsij^t- 
ing of tall gypsum blnckn. One of these was 50 cm. ?H|iiarc wkh bevelItnt 
edges and 1 52 metre in height. It was stanrlJng wr sifn^ the upper pare of 
the pillar being visible in the floor of a mixlem Ihre^thtug-floor. The ulhcr 
[jilUrH shaped like the firsi, was fnttnd m a half^fallcn fiosition and provietl 
to be 2 met™ in height though inueh corroded^ These |itllara stood 
on «]uafe limestone bassos with an iruen^t of no metre between them. 

That this pillnr-hiill nas a basement stnicturc appears jrrqbablc from 
the fact that the outer atones of the v^-alK sliour a rougli face. The North 
and {Cast watb were of exceptionany large lim«»tnne blocks—one rj 2 m. 
in length by ill hdghl. Of the South w'all only a rragment remaiiicd. 
The West ifrall consisU of two ccHinses each ilxml 50 cm* high with a 
plinth bclow^. It is coitHtmcicd of more finely cut blocks, like some of 
the best Mycenaean work of the J'alace:, Several fallen Ulccki of ihe 
same kind evidently beloitging to the upper storey showed the irident 
mark so characteristic of the great biistion of the North Entrance of the 
Palaix. In one case this was combined with the star. 

.•\s a wholCf hciwevcr^ the constriicticm of this isolated building differs 
from that itsmi in the Palace Itself That thu walls should be constmeted 
wholly of masoniy was itself an exceptional pbenfimcnon. In the door 
openings, <m cither side there were notic of the regular jambi The 
piltnrs, formed of single Mocks, nescmbled one or iwto found in the earlier 
structures, assockted with fine * Kamdres' pottery, on the South-East sflope. 
It may be supposaJ lha? here, aa in tlie case of tbc Pillar Room^ of the 
Palace, these basement pillars fonned the supports of a pair of columns 
in an Upper hall. 
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On Ihc flow level of tfais room, formed of staiotwrl clay,* was a 
stratum of burnt wood and a good dca! of raugh mature Mycenaean 
pottery was here found, together with some fragments of Geometrical ware. 
About lo metres due North of the North wall of the chamber and 
centering with it, a well was Ulscovnercd, the bottom of which was hnally 
reached at a depth of 15 50 metres, This well also contained ihmughcdt 
potsherds belonging to the same two claai^es. A little East of this spot 
were found what seemed to be the remains of an uven-shaped tomb 
containing broken vascis of the same Geometrical class a^ that found in 
the well and Pillar HalL 

The occurrence in this area of Geometrical pottery' seems to show 
that this Pillar iiall and its dependencies, though of earlier origin, had 
continued to be occupied in post'Mycenaean times, it thus presents a 
striking contrast to the Palace proper, where traces of the Geometrical 
Period have been throu^out conspicuous by their absence. 'Goimi** 
tricol* tombs some of which were cKpJored by Mr, Hogarth,* occur on 
llie hills that overlook the later Greek and Homan town of Knossos to 
the North. 

?! y.~DEVEljt>P«EyT OF TtlE Ol.fVE PkESS SYSTEM : Tirp CoCTKT OF 
THE OIL S!»OUT AND ABJOINIXG MAtXVittNE^OF TliE PlTUOi, 

The further investigation of the area in the neighbourhrxxi of the 
Hoom of the Olive Pres an[l af the adjoining lower terrace led to a series 
of discoveries which bring the w'htilc of this region into systematic relation 
and show that they were devoted to the manufacture and'storage nf oil. 

Additional sections of the stone duct or runnel leading from the oil' 
vat were brought to light, proceeding by an angular cour% along the ad¬ 
joining wall'tops low'aitl.s the curious spout of gargoyle-like aspect that had 
biten found projecting from the cut« side of the Upper East Terrace 
wall (Fig. 4).* It thus appears that this stone spout was not, os had been 
at first supposed, connected ivith a rain-water gutter, but waa devised as 
means for pouting the oil derived frem the press abox'e into tall earthen- 
ware recipients. 

A completer examination of the area, here overlooked by the tsTTace 

• Beitmtis ibe phlaa huvema as* % ikpoiii wliatt ibe* not *i»m 1* Authw. 

* Se* AMmjut/, n, (iSwi-iOeo}. JL S 3 , » Seo AmKM/, 1 $4- 
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wall, showed that it was originally surrounded by good walls of limestone 
amt gyjrsum such as elsewhere in the Palace form the faof of small courts 
and Itght-wdls and that it had Iherdbre newer had an upper storey. The 
deposit of wall-iMlintinss found here with the scenes exhibiting the remalc 
ti^readom must have been derived from a room or gallery above the terrace 
wall with tlte spout. 

This open area, to which the name of the Court of the Oil Spout may 
appropriately be given* would naturally have been devoted to hlliitg 
vanous vessels with oil. It is probable that the short hrtjak in the course 
ofthedl-duct that is visible on the upper side of the terraoe wall was 



fta ^..^frcuuCKsu OiuBjwt iX liri-aa Tsik.ub Walt. 


occupied by a settling vat or vats, where Uie impunties of the fluid and 
its coarser i»ortiOin were allowotl to settle on a bed of water that could be 
raised or lowered in the manner usual in such itservoira. IinmcrliateJy on 
one side of the place where such a vat would naltinilly have stood there arc 
in fact remains of a well, suggestive of the need of a water supply. The 
oil conrluit itself shmved a curious variation in different parts of its course. 
At the point where it emerges from the press it is « ^ wide and 9 *lccp, 
while at the end nearer the spout it is a cm. in width and 14 hi depth, 
the depth thus increasing as tire width decreases. It is probable that the 
channel was originally lined with cement to prcv«Jt leakage at ttie 
numerous joints between the limestone blocks in vvliich it b cut. and this 


lo A- J- 

may account for t!ie fact that ft3 present cttmeu&ions srem mmeccssarily 
CJfMctous fnr nn oil duct. 

'ni« Weil (IT Terrace Walt tif the Court of the Oil Spout is (drmed of three 
(nurses of fine limestone bludts of an uvttaj^c kngth (>f i'50 m. and height of 
resting on a |ira|ectiiig plinth below, Ttiese blocks shim the tiidrtit JMgni fmmtf' 
lime* two wi the uine tilucL 'Hw ikntih Wdl nf the Cottrl conlaint iimilar Uine- 
stiine blocin(wiihout *igiw) shove s plinth; it lit btoien Ijj'u doorway IrtiiJ'mg to 
ibe ‘School Room,’ The North Wall of tht? smalt Conn was of gypsum, two 
blo('ks of tho tnwer course only reowittrnif, surmnttntcd hyuimther, t*34 wide by 
I'<4 high. It Tk jMivitbte that the Court was »}ien ii> ihr Eiiin and tlutl the remauu 
of Umeitune walling here repivsent etiolher tonace cdgfc fu the tuiddlc of the 
troiirt was a blind well Wuh truces of a drain leading into tL 

The diiDct relation of the Court of the Oil S|iout with the Olive t'rcss 
above sufficiently rxplu^ined the chnraetcr of the chhmbcrs found to the 
East and North of it- On the retn<jval of the great shoot fmm the prcvfbu* 
cMcnvntinoii which had iitKeuitKl this jinrt iif the site a series of magaxiiies 
ooniainingwere brought to light. The jar fOLiiid in the spiicc imme¬ 
diately East of the Court was of otdinar}' dimciisTons. but in the urea to 
the North thn:*: nwgatinu* *vcrc tmccalilr cpnininmg/f/*?/ Jai^ than any 
yet discos’cred. It seems pmlsihle tb.rt th(T^ great jars were filled with 
oil fit iilH by means of ducts from the oi!-apout or by u branirh of 
the stone conduit on the terrace '.if which traces ha^^e now 

disappeared. 

Kestdea their exceptiutu.1 sue the decorattoti of these pti/ttii diflerfr 
in sevetn] respects fimn Uiat of any hitherto found. Their rims Itad in all 
cases siifTered fmtti too great proximity to the surface, but the bodies of 
the jar5 were «itrounrt«t by tiers uf upright handles placed at unusuaiW 
dose intervala (Kig, 3 a and #). Fourfold Itnea of raised ru|icworh arranged 
hnriionLaliy divided the surface into Eones, and these were connected by n 
succession of triple cross^iines of the same kind. The whole thus prescnictl 
tlw apimararicc of large jars tumnd found by a kind of rope ret work 
very realirtically reprixfuceri anrl amuiged it» u manner suggestive nf the 
means by whicli they were actually transported from the place of 
manufacture. 

The mast cHanictcristic featun;, hou'sver, of these great jars is 
supplied by the best presented uf than, where the iiitcr-«]uocs betwceti 
the handles and tope-work are decorated with gtoupr of kiwbs like the 
studs of mew I-work iT'tf?- 5 I'his knobbed decomtion in of spc^l 
interest a.s it enabler us to group this ciaas of pitkai witii the vases 



Knossos Excavations, tgoi. ** 

MSidded over in a similiir manner found in the Conridor of the Baj*s-‘ 
These vases, tike so many «f the earlier MUiOitn class, Iwtruy in tbeif 
eiubossed relief and other particwlars a distinct inrkUtedness to prototypes 
in Eiteial'Work, and it is leaMMiabk to suppose that the stud ornament was 
in this case taken over from the same source. The knobbed dect>raiton 
may in Uim havu been traosfcncrl to fiit/ufi rn»m the example of the 
smaller vessels. In any case the jjarallelfem in decomtiofi must be taken 
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as an evidetice of eonicmporancit)' and the knobbed like the 

roust belong to a comparatively eariy period In the histo^ of tlir existing 
t'alace. 


Of die thiec Magadnes coniaining the knobbed /f/*« the ft 
tflifiimr remains of three jam. wa* S’i8 liy a pt m. in dtiaenaon* •uh a floor 1^ 
about 3 *to rn. belnw the temoe level immediaiely alnwe it. It opens into^nOtto 
.Mwiuitte of the w®' length hot only a-io m. wide two roone ^ 

that in turn into a third store roiMn with a tloot^loel i'Bo m. below l^t 
ether Magadnes, but of which only parts of the walUfnca are prescrtWl. ^ 

prn«s>wl5'^ *»wbi In this chafnlwr. Between the* M«eiJf«ie» Wid 
IhTcourt of the Oil Spout an ascending Comdor i-Ao die »lcp» of whtdi 
however have dissippear^ run* from Kart In West- 


^ ff.il J'i*Jrjp *4 19W- 19 ^ 1 . ppr ^ 
















12 



§ 4-—Tilt "I'ENs" OF T[[E Upper Eastern Terrace, 

About five metres West of the MsgAsities of the Knobbed /V/Aor 
b the low terrace vrali with intciniptcd upper courses broken by elongated 
grooved stabs referred to in the iirevions Report* A further cKMtu'nailoiii 
however, has brought out the fact that these grooved dlabei,of which ^xare 
preserved, were not ns 6^®* supjjosed, monels akin to those of the oil- 
press, The grooves in ^tct, though open on the outer (ace of the vraU, 



fitf,. Crooveu d locks ron I'Amniuin. 


run in I'SO m, to square endings. It » obvious moreover from the dowel 
holes at cither end of tlicse elongated gnwved blocks that they supported, 
both in front and at their further extremity, some kind of wooden framework 
(Fig. 1 $). It seciiu therefore possible that the grooves themselves were for 
sliding wooden partitions by means of which the space above the terrace 
wall was divided into contpartmentSL tVhat was the purpose of these 
can only be a matter for coojectuee. llieir width is only about two and 

> Jt.J. Jitmmtt, i90D-ifu, :pv 9^ 
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A fiAir metres and their probable depth about the sam^ which makes them 
too small for stables, but they may have been pens for some kind of live¬ 
stock, or pi^ibly kemteb. 


§ 3 .—TtiE Terracotta BRAiK-Pipfei beneath the Floor of the 

CORKnalB OF THE DRAUCttT BOARD. 

The femoval for purposes of investigatiofn of some slabs of the floor¬ 
ing. upon which the Royal Gaming Hoard had rested, resulted in an 
interesting discovery. Immediately below the flooring at this point, 
l',j.5 mi domi, was found a terracotta dram of tesnarltablc constructioiTi- 
(Fig. 7 a and A.) The drain, of which two secUona were found at this 



of Praif} Sc/00^ floor 
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point, running North-East was broken off at iU Southern end by a bier 
wall-foundatioa. immediately beyond which, however, its course again 
struck and three more tubes were found in position socket^ into one 
another. The cireumistances of the And show that these drain pi^ m 
at least anterinr to the good pavement of Mycenaean date On which the 
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Gaming Hoaitl had rented ajid that they in all ppjbabilit}' g<s hack te the 
earliest of the Eater J'ataix. 

'Vh\^ indubitable evidence of rlieir great antiquity makes the extra¬ 
ordinarily Advrtncecl con^trutlbn of thc^ terracotta pipes[ the mare 
remarkable. It vriU be seen from Fig. 7 a and A that the memthpiece of each 
tube is provided ivith a stop^rhlgiXt^Iitlly back«i behind, which when fiNCtI 
against the butt end of the ^coeeding tube affonled effectual re^i.^nce 
pressure that would otherwise have been likely to ivcdj^ the two 
together to irplltting point, On the nthcr hand the inside of Ihe butt 
end of each is pnjvided with a raised collar which offered a widened 
surface to the stop ridge uf the tube with whidi it wa,^ conncctErf and at 
the 3ame time supplied an acldltkirtal hold for the cement that attached 
the butt end of the omr to tlit mouthpiece of the other. 

The tubes are 76 on. in length with a diameter of 13^ cm: at the buU 
end, and 9I at the mouth. Smaller clay pipes of simple fabric, the tubes 
of which, though iscicketcd inti^ one aimther, were not fimvided with 
stojj-ridgea* occurred in other ijarts the t*alacc namely m a r^m 
near the S<iuth Propylaca, oubsidc the Northern Tow'cr, and in the 
Court of the Sanctuary to be described below-i On the (nijcr hand jornted' 
clny pipes wdh 5 itop-ridgcs of very slmtlaf construction have been found 
b>^ Dt. Ddrpfeldori an early tilu explored by him in Luukai, 

^ 6 .—RK.^LA1NS UF POKl^LlJfclN Mo^Ah: Sth OVINt: I OI MtNftAN 

Crrv AND trruFk Si^BjECts. 

Immcdlately North nf ilie f^scmeiit ai™ tn which ihc remulns of the 
large spiral fresco w erti found In t^^ anntheT ba^'umicnt chamber was opened 
QLii which imsvcd to contain relics of extraordinarj' interest; The W^i end 
ot this cellar was partly covered by the of a pavement upon which 
rested plain tripod vasc^ like others fotnitl in the North-Easr 

Magaxint^. From a depth of about a wictre onwards bciteath this floor 
level wirre found a scries of enamelled plaques :wdiich had evidenit^^ be¬ 
longed to a considerable mos^aic—the material resembling Egyptiini 
porcelain bit of the native Knasiian fabric^ 

* Xn ihii HpfeTC or ne in ^Kinkn uncrt Abe^ friErni^ mXmJL tv be kific Uini^I^eiicn <sf vvnrjt 

lr> mlllhairim Ih Iwgkt HaiiiSriq^miciCT, iml tfiacl^Aminrh^ iniBe dbTncfvr 

id the £heto 4 i(ilii! CduoLq; TjiiiiW, tJfei? ijpe Itu I^Vw m hf liiicvii 

f»yi- Aogffwr type dicm cl^l Miull ruicrAi^ niclei fidruin^ « rmf. Htni lhE» aOiuiMir rvprc- 
i^uft rtv bekm^png th^ biw^ tiniml m few merm ii pr^Mhlc, 
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A large number of thcfw porcckm |/la(|ite .4 were found fo represent 
houses, towers and other buildings. Oieing to the friable nature of the 
imterial, and tiic fact that they had evidently fallen from a room above, 
the jilnquci were in a much broken condflioit, Jn many cases, fionever, 
enough remained to supply a sufficient idea of the whole, and It ^s'as 
possible to reconsUlute over forty examples of these facades Fig. d, from 
a photograph, gives a view of a series of these as thus reconstituted 
by me ; certain recurring features in the de.sign making it possible in 
some cases to complete the const ruction from comparatively fragmcntaiy' 
evlckmcc. The arrangement as <(eeti in Fig* g is an arbitrary one—the 
guiding principle having been to keep the buildings le&embliug towers and 
fortifications in the outer ring. 

In nnler to make it quite clear what part of these reconstructed tablets 
represents the original fabric, special drawings have been made of cha^ 
ractcii^iie examples by Mr Fyfc, under my direction, and of these, 
two t}’pical spectmtms of houses are gii^o in F®. 9 a and A in a 
suminar}' Report tike the present it is impossible to deal more fully with 
this extraonlinary arcbttectnml matcriaJ, 

Ftg. 9 ^ represents a clus.s of fai^de of which sevem] fairly complete 
examples exist, so that every detail Is thorougbiy autlienticated, Tlie 
original of this type was obviously of wood and plaster cotistmction, in 
w'hich the round beam ends to the timbered compartments form a charac- 
teristic fcatuir; It will be seen that many of these woe quite short, simply 
laid across the thickness of the wall, a system of construction so ingrained 
at ICnossos that iti the great halls of the Palace, as will be shown below, 
beam courses of this kind are actually foutid intemipting the stone-work. 

On the ground floor are what appear to be two door^, divided by 
a centra] panel—an artangement superficially suggestive of modem ssemi* 
detached villas. Above the doors arc two double windows filled with 
bright reil pigment, above that again two larger window openings, and 
finally, what looks like an atitc, with a irmalt single window also coloured 
red We hsv^ here a house or pair of hoii!;es with at least three stories. 

The facade given in F^. 9 ^ shows a diffeient stntctitre. The Tound 
beats ends are here wanting, and wc sec horirontal beams; with intervals 
of what seems to have been pJastcr-^facefl nibble This house ha,s a single 
door below, and, openTr^ from the first floor, a row of three four-jjanctl 
windows, coloured red like the others, set In a timber frame work, while 
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(he upperinr>st floor is firoeided mth three smaller windows which show 
no traces of cc^totincf! filling scein to have been simple openings. 

In one case see two rows of rour-{mfied windows, in another diHible 
windows of six panes, tn two examples a carious form of double- 
window appears, curb ing in^ crtscent fashion, cm the outer aides. The more 
iower*1ike houses show* no dtKir below, but sometimes a small attic-1 ike 
strocture above with a smsdt window* Some of t:he?3e towcr-hotises^ which 
probably represent outei* bulwarks of the (awn, are conatructeri uf hori- 
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rontal beams with interspaces of rubble masonry' and planter^ like so inoch 
of Ihe Palace fabric, while otheni are of isodomic masonr)^* Of towers 
pro|x:T there are set'eraJ varieties, among them a type with 0 door bclow^ 
comUructril of what apficar u» be mais$n%e upright bcam^ and greatly 
resembling a gate visible in the outer wall of the besieged city seen i>ii the 
silver vase fragment from Mycenae. 

The npper^ door-like openings* which in certain cases occur abene 
rodins with regular w^indowfi, recall a feature repeated in of lile 

miniatunr wall-painting?^ In thcsc^ groups of ladies are seen siamlmg in 
similar openings, as upon a balcony* In other cases the women^ seem 

C 
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m )h! ill <i|icn wmilovvi* of a mcwc usual t} pe, arRl in one instance 

there b visible a part of a curtain, apparently of light iimlcria], perhap 
drawn at flight as a [protection against iiio:»quitites. 

The f«i iMgmcnt in tlu; windows of the mosaic suggiests that some 
subscUut^ ferr window’-gUtss was m use^perhaps oiled and scaflct-tiniod 
I»rthnu?nt In the l^apitem Qottrtcr of the J'alacc there will be repeated 
ocokAifm tn notice in the walU of the ^inall eoLirts smtl light-uells the 
cxi^tenc^ of window openings with die <ioweI holes for the wooden frame- 
w«rk- But that window's of such a modem! aspect a^ Ih&c befort: us 
should have existed io Mtn6aii Knossos is a phenometion for which no 
analogy of classical dvlUsation could have prepaid 

IrTHTxpccted indeed as been m many of the i^viclatioiis of thin 
early Cretan culture, the whote ap|>caranoc of these hous^c faqadcs with 
ihdr ihtec and oven four stories Ls (lertupil tlve mmi astonishing. In view 
of the eeiwrally grandrose character of the Palace itself the inrticatjoEUi cjf 
upper stones appear fiatural enough. I^nt in the houses of the mosaic ive 
can hardly fail torecogntse the dwellings of the endinary Min^an citizensL 
That these should have attainenj the tall proportfuns of the houses of a 
modem itrast-fF^itl points swrcly back to long previous gcneiaLioris of 
civic life 

The original ph)'^bgnomy of iliesc houses is undeniable. Vet the. 
i^uestion imtiira^lly arises whether ihctt! was not here, au in so many other 
aspects of early Cretan dvilbattan» an ultimate indebtedness tn h!g> p{la:n 
models? ^Vs a mattet of fact the futnlair^ntal elements tn thesis house 
fronts illuslratcxl lyy the typical vork^y shown In Fig. $ do correspond 
in a reinarkable manner w ith those of the better of Egji'ptfan houses. 
On monumfitit^ of the X\Tl Uh D^itiasty ihe evidence is to be found of a 
well-marked type of h^nise with a kiwer storey iii which, a* a rufot three 
doors arc seen side bv" side. ?i kind of with wind&w^^ harred, or 

with open paneJs. ami an ujjper storej^ with an open colonnade In front. 
Tliesc features it will be ^een aU reappear in the (Ctio^sian hciuz^es. The 
room below has oflen a pair of doorways^ thought pcrfaiip^ mvtng to 
the gtxratcr inclemency of the climatic, thcic is a greyer icrHlcncy in 
netluce these to one Here again h. a fin^t (lour with windows, though 
probably* for the same reason, otird pajchmentf antidfiatjitg gla^ may in 
this case have filled the panels. The door*lLke openings of the u|>pcr storet^ 
in turn, cofresfxind with the open pdlery of the Egyptian type, though the 
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Knosssan Ayxtcm secured greater firotcction af^nsl tiic Cretvi hun'icAiie& 
Tbe Knossfaii attic, again, would have afforded a inon:^ dTicaciou* 
shelter fur the roof-tup than the mere AwiiiDg, which »ems to hare 
been its Kg>‘pttan cquivtUenL* No awning coultl stand a week agaiRst 
the boiNtcraus winds that sweep this site. The timber frameivork and 
beam ends arc Northern charactedstica- 

U must be borne in mind, moteover, that while the l£gyptbn hnui«e» 
of which ue have tecowls arc isolated villaa surrounded by courts and 
gaidelliS the gates and towers with which the Knostsian housc-ffnuu are 
associated lend us to suppow that they were ranged together in the stctual 
Streets of a fairly com|iact town, and that diey arc true examples of civic 
architecture. The influence fjf Egypt must be udmitted, but them waa 
ccftaiuiy an indigenous core to this domestic andiitectutt: of Minton 
Crcic. The " Mycenaean *' column itself ts neither Egj’ptian nor Orienud, 
hot a true rtutgrowth of a jwfmTtivt Kuropcan t^'pe.* 

The plaques themselves somewhat var}' in siie, the mean of the hrjuscs 
being about 4j centimetm* in height and 4 in width. The ground colour 
represent ing the plaster or masoin^* is white or greenish, often with atlfnc 
tinge. The timber is generally coloured brmvn or brownish green, soitio- 
limes with an admixture of crirnson. The edges of «eh piece are 
slightly bevelled bock. 

The amount of small fragments found of these architectural plaques 
shows, that if, as appears probaWc from thcHr occurrence in the same 
tlcpo>it. they bcfotigH to a single mosaic, a conddcrable city must have 
been represented. But the city hsetf seems to have formed only a part of 
A larger compcditioiL Other plaques occurred representing a great variety 
of subjects, though, unfortunately, as will be *txn by the cxatnptes given hi 
Fig, lOt for the most [Hit. in the same frwgmcntaiy state iUi the hmist^ 
Among the subjects figund on these are men and animals, trees 
and rannidg water. The men are, in most cases, warriom, dressed in the 
same ^lori, close-fitting loin-cloths. as that worn by the Cup-bearer and 
the jtjgthj of the Processiort pointing. These hold dihcr spcsirs. or bows 
of the European and African type. On t»^ piece* are what appear to 
be curved and crested bclmeta; in some cases the figures sc«n to be 
marehing. Other?, In a very fragmentary state, are in a hatf-knecling 

’ 3« CJiltMl of « TtwtM h™®* «4 ifcc tljTiiifj. Ivrtirt *t 
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pose Vkhtcli recal^ls that of the Wmeti of the .sicge-sceiw on the silver 
vase frfmi Mycenae. In ajiotlier case ihcft is seen a |»art of a jjrostrate 
figure, or perhaps of two men grappling «'itb one another. The warrior 
plaques are of very elifTcrcnt sizes : those with the opright figures, measure 
ing rot>ectivdy about 8 and 5 centiraettes in height, munt therefore belong 
to difTercnt zones or iiancls. The sktn colour hen? is of fl pale ochreous 
tint, and the loitt-clothiitg of a greenish hue. In addition to the5C, however, 
are other figures with a more swarthy skin colour, some of them exception¬ 
ally small, and with hands stretched out as if in the guise of siipijlianls. 
The Jow^ar part of » laigw figure of thw dark-skinned type takes a curious 
squatting and frog-like atlituda 

.‘\inoiig the fragments with animal types are parts of several goats with 
ibex-ltke horns, resembling Ihosc of tile Cretan agrimi. and the foot of an 
ox. Two kiniis of trees are nepreBcntcd, one [Krhaps intended for a vine, 
the other with willowdike fuliage. Some pieces with curving horizontal 
bands of white and green seem intended to depict running water. The 
fmcire.ssJon of similar types on plaques of the same size and shape, obsen,'- 
able in the ease of the marching warriors, of the goats, and of some af 
the liouscSy points to an arrangement in zont^. On the other hand, the 
great discrepancy in .size of some of the figures—specially notireablc in the 
case of tlie dark-coloured men—suggests distribution in quite dhitlnct 
compartments. This kind of discrepancy b best explained perftaps if 
we suppose that the porcelain plaques formed part of the inlay of a ' 
w’ootldti chest fn which case the more diminutive figures might have been 
set on the smaller sicks. That they were made smaller on account of any 
attempt at perspeciire rendering in the same field is hardly probable. 

It is to be observed that the ponedain plaques found in the Throne- 
Room occurred tn aasodatton with a rnasa of more or less carbonised 
cypress wev^d, which shows that they were set in a frameu'ork of 
dtat material, probably, aa itt other cases, overlaid with thin gjold plate. 
With this analogy before us; we may recognize in the present mosaic the 
remains of the decoration of a wooden chest, a true £<uB*Xt* Aapvof 
like that of Dana^ and maj" ree in it the remote prototype of the Chest 
of Kypselo!^—the poreekiio plaques here taking the place of the fvtny. 
The character of the inlay—a native imitation of Egyptian porcelain— 
sugpsta that the type of chest to which these plaques may hov'c belonged, 
was taken from Egypt ; and the probability' of this is heightened by the 
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fact that the painted terracotta Xdpp«i«r^ of the late Mycenaean lutnbs of 
Ctete wefc eertainly imitatecl from the painted chests of contemporarj' 
Egypt.* 

The scenes depicted in the present mosaic^ hott^ter, were not of that 
mythutti^cal class which, according to Pausanias, filled die »irtts and 
panels of the masterpiece of early Corinthinn cart'itig. We has-c here, 
on the contmiy, compositions greatly recalling those of the Miniature 
h'nscoeiL The architectural «cn£» on these, the warriors manning the 
vraUs and hurling javelitus supply distinct analogitis, though the treatment in 
that Is of the free pictorial kind. In the present case the character of 
the matcrinl necessitated n more rigid distributiun into aones and the brenW- 
ing up of tltcse into a succession of separate unities contained by the several 
tablets^ Tlte mechanical facility moreover of casting ntintcrrms jdaques 
from the same mould seems to have favoured serial groups re[}eatiug the 
same defiign. 

The fragmentary nature of the evidence onV enables us to reulUc 
vaguely and imperlectlj' the contents of ilie whole compcrsitiiHi as 
buted into the various xones and panels, 'rhe warriors and city recall 
tlte siege scene of the silver vase, but the warlike episodes do not b;' any 
means exhausi theaspect:s of the record once nrifoldcd in tbese mosaic 
groups. The homes of ch'ic- Life within the walls, the gnats ami oxen 
withcjut, tbii fruit trees and nnuung xva ter, suggest a more literal cumjiaTiwn 
with the Homeric description of the scenes of peace and war as illustmted 
on Achilles' shield than can be supplied from any uiher known source. The 
tlivision into zones and panels [enthr adrliltonal point to thU resemblance. 

The scones here are obviously of real Hfit, The houses before us- are 
those with which the artist was familiar in ICnossos itself. The warriors 
wear the usual dress of the Knosrian youths^ The art here vs historical; 
and In the dark-skittned, and'—in one case at least—grotesque figures of 
the raiMiuishcd we have perhaps a living record of a Libyan ex[jeditvnn. 
Nor is it certainly w'tthout definite intent that or* the back of each of the 
scale-shaped pieces of enamelled ware, which seem to ho^-e formal a kind 
of decorative border to part of the design, is seen in relief a figure of the 
sacred Double Axe, the emblem of the tutelary divinity of Mtufian 
Knussos. 

* See r»# filial* *f ttmtmi v« lii Effptatt Hilmimi, (v 3 t.^icfiatvlockal Re|<Mi nt 
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§ 7 .—EAkiiKti Rooms in Olu’E-Fress Axica bKKE^%'nt Latkk 

PALACE IUsKMKVTA 

Thitjugiujut the whole A^iacc included by the Oltvc-l'reas ^’•itern, 
the basetnent coniaiiiing the cnamdlcd moc&ic, that with the fcmainn f>f 
the spiral frescu. Rtid the adjoining chamber South of the latter, a whole 
l'roii|i of rooms with an earlier flfxw level came tfj lieht uitderiying those 
of the Later Palact 

The preceding rJlscovcrics haw made it cvhiciit that the area in 
question was occupied during the l^atcr Palace Period by a seiies of 
basenients wilJt a simide earth flooriog, whkh lay about t Uo tnetres 
bcrasitli the level of the ground flfwr pavements. When, ul the time of tltc 
desuuction of the Palace, these ground floor pavements were jwtly broken 
through, the cellarage below became a totportanl 

debris from the upi>cr storeys, and it was in variotut comportments of this 
that the remains of the spiral fresco, the painted stucco figures in high 
relief, and the porcelain mosaic, were found ly-inf ott or near the hasemcnl 
ftiKir. 

Below this wall-marketl line, which Jay at a ntean depth of about 
2'jo metres below tlic existing surface of the ground, there was a cam* 
(lanitively barren interval. But the walis of the chambers continued to 
descend, and, about metres lower, there came evtrywhere to light the 
cvuicnce of a scries of eurlier Hwriiigs, the material of nhich constisied of 
hand white stucco with a pale yellow surfaoc. Upon this level, and in the 
«ttatiun immediately ahoi'e, ceramic and other remains became once more 
abundant, af) belonging to an earlier Palace building. 

This earlier Palace floor level was in its tnm superposed on a Neolithic 
rleposit containing rragincnts of black hand •burnished poaer}% stone and 
bone implements and nlher relics, which went down with a varying thick- 
nesi of from j’JO to meim to the virgin snjt The total thickness of 
the deposit containing the tcmalfis of these various period* amounts, 
tberirfore, to about fl'So metres as measured from the surface to the ground. 

Nothing could be more complete than the stra tification thus exhibited, 
nvodently the earlier floor level ie|ireaicnled the ground-floor rooms of the 
original Palace, and it was ispecially interesting to obseme that here the 
ni.tin lines of lire later Palace were simply superposed on those of the 
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itiqi^ ajicient building. It indeed often difficult to determine where 
the remains of the earlier walls endeil and the foundations of the later work, 
largely composed of more primitive blocks, began. 

Painted stucco belonging to the primitive fabric occurred in several 
chambers, seme /j» ttiUt some fallen. 1 n the room beneath tlic Noith-Ea-^t 
corner of tlic Olive-Press room two plaster steps were found going down 
to the iifx)r of the room, the steps sloping in the characteristic manner of 
the early steps in the Palace of Phaestos. Near this the early walling was 
coated to a height of about a metre with ihc origiind [>lafn plaster. In the 
space South of the area of the Spiral Fresco >rere found parts of a plaster 
datio belonging lo this i^rlicr PciiDtl,' It u-as decorated with horizontal 
batitls of red, white, and black and curved streaks descending from this 
which showed an alternation of colours—black, white and gm -blue, black 
and white, red, yellow arid black. The churttctcT of this jx>Jychrome 
decoration differed from that of the Later Palace 

In tlw NotihAViait corner of this s]nce is a plaster piatforni which runs under 

founcUnoni of the later bosaiwnt wait and show^ that this spice uid that 
bwcAlh the room of the Fn»eo ori^iully opened Inlo each oilwr. Thb 

p^fmi was ctwcml by a oompact Uj-er of fragments of * Kamdns' waie. above 
whwh was a heap of over four htittilred day IwtB'Wcightt, flatier than the later 
t dact type. .-VnOthcr BtfnlLir plaster dais of white stureo, with IhIc yellow Jadnir 
Jikc 1^ pavcTibcnr, «imc to light in (he bi« beneath ihai of the Spiml Fresco, In 
this chamber were Luge pieces of fallen sipcco with jt pinkish soriiicev backed by a 
cement composed of pomvled {wtihcrds and *m4ll pchhltM. 

In the South-East eoracr of this area was found w-hai aptieared to be 
part of a chest of ml and yellow stucco. It is possible that this chest 
had originally contained two interesting relics found near tL One of 
the® is a miniature vase of blue 'porcelain,' with a foot, collar and 
thimbte-ltke receptackt nf gold-platc. which may have contained soine 
perfume as precious as alUr of roses <«c Fig. 11 ). The other cemsists of 
very elegant fwn-like sprays of thin gojil plate and wire (see Fig. |2). 
These were laid on a small flat bowl of pbin cby containing some car¬ 
bonised iuhitarice. 11 is possible that this relic was of a votive character, 
and that it should be taken in connexion with a Hcries of painted terracnita 
objects found near this and in the same airalum which relate to a \<Bry 
early cull of the Dove Goddos. These arc of such importance and so 
varied in character that n summary' descrtpiion of them b reserverl for the 
succeeding Section, 

' Sk 'tFnOAfr AT / jP. W,, 1901, p. top^ fvffi i, z. 
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The * Kam^rc!:!' }>cittery found in this area Jncitided a series of miniature 
ampHoras, raps, ami oenochoae, in a perfect condition, ami rentiiins of several 
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large vases u'hich it has been possible to put together. The smaller vessels 
for the most part display a pbin white decoration—such as spiraU, concen*. 
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itic circles, ijcrring'boiB; pattern and spTajrs,"*!! a black t>r dark IJJCJ* 
grotind, and range from about d to 8 ccntimctrts in hctghi. The large 
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vjtscs show a grcftler varitty of design and colour—including, besides block 
and white, orange-red, and crimson—and arc the finest of the class that 
have yet come lu light, aune np|»o3chtng 6o centimetres In height. 
Among the dewrative motives are ej-cd disks combined with leafy sprays 
(Fig. 13 n), conventioniLl patni trees, together with tither patterns similar to 
those already menttuned. The specimen given In Fig. 13 i shows a 
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spouted vessel of a typical form. It ts $8 centimetres in height and 
has a dark grey ground with designs in white and orange-rert showing 
dull crimson spots on the orange. These ves^s firem their fomi and 
style seem to faetrmg to rather a late class of what may be called the 
■ Min6an * Ceramic stj-le and it is obserrahle that there did not occur in 
this series of chambers any of the liner <gg-jhe11 fabrics with their delicate 
imitations of metallic foims sitdh as were contained in some of the magaziDcs 
on the lower Fastem Terrace (sre below, |a 1 ly On the other 
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h^nd tbcre was nothing of the worely tiansttional class which characterises 

Ai «ac' 

the later Palace^ 

A comparjscm of leycU shou's that the ground floor level of the early 
chambers abo^T describe was the same as that jifcscrved later lii the Hall 
of the Double Axes and its connected system to the South and tn the 



rio, jj *.—PAPt-nm Jtw <tt 


‘School Koom’and adjoining chambers to the Ea^it. It H'as only during 
the period of leoanstruction that im media icly preceded the Mycemacait 
Period proper, and to which the Palace ih its existing shape b inainly 
due, that these more Northern ground Boor room?, half diohcd with 
debria, became the basis of later cellarage anas uiwici-lying a icrraa: level 
which formed the new * ground floor * in this region. 


8,—Miniature Saxctuakv or Dove Goodess in i*At{iTKi> Terka- 
COTTA. ANO AcCEasOKV OBJECTi^ 

In the early chamber, iiiKkrlying the latcj; cellar with the remaiit« 
of the Spiral Kresco, ant! which contained Tn addition to fine, later 
Miii&an vasci the golden friMtds and small gold and porcelain bottle, 
there were ahio brought out a serin of painted terracotta objects of great 
religious interest. 

Tlicse terracotta relics comUted of the remains of a miniatnre Sanc¬ 
tuary including a I'illar Shrine with sacred doves, altars with their ritual 
boms, a kind of portable seat for a divJiiity, and otiicr accessories. The 
remains of some of these had been a good deal broken, but in many cases 
it has been possible to dt together tire pieces, ind with further study 
additioiia) reconstruction may be eventually |iossihle. The objects as they 
stand, ho^'cv'cr, quite sufhee to throw an attogetber new light on the prae- 
Mycenaean cult of the * House of Jiluij&s.' 

The original surface of the tenaantas, which varies from buff to pate 
brick-red. has been coloured black, white, and red—the charactcrbitlc 
eolnur^ that is, of the early vases with which they were 

Of special importance is a group of three columns (Fig, I4J, tlie round, 
rectangukr profiled bases of which arc ranged along une edg: of an oblong 
platform. The columns ihemseK-es show* no tendenej' to taper. The capitals 
arc square and leave a small interspace betw'een each as if thev' were picites of 
a» inicrruirted architrave. Across each of these square capitals are bid side 
by side two sections iif routid beams, their circular ends showing in front, 
and again upon each of these b perched a dove with closed wings. The 
dovts are black with white spvts. the bciim-sections. capitals and columns 
art rod, thdr bases bbek. and the platfuru) upon which the)- stand while. 

It will be seen that here each cuJuinn is a separate religious entity. 
Instead of tlie three combining to support a common entablature, the whole 
aupcfstructure is in each case separately rendered fay the two sections of 
round beams on w hich the sacred birds are iicated. liy a kind of arohi* 
tectural shorthand each colitinn by itself ts thus indicated as a ' Pilbr of 
the House. ' Wc have Here, thcrorore, the most ancient knou'n example 
of the class of sacred pillar seen on die Lions* Gate at Mycenae and on a 

* I cm Duly kIw id whai t hwit mLI on ilte tulijcci of thr MtacA pill*f .uhiliilAl u I'frf-ttm 
)ii|2 rtnwtflnl mil * * I^ttir nf <bc IIwik ‘ in (nr JUy^rniMM Tret endPiller CW/, ik 45 
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5 cHc£ of Mycenaean g*™s and signets.* The trinity of baetytic HJtnrnus, 
moi^ver(so popular in SemitJc cult), n'calts the fact that in the case of 
the gold shrines of Mycenae, and again in the Temple Fresco from the 
Palace of Knossos, wc find a triple j^up of pillar cells. There can be 
little remaining doubt that the ininiature dove shrines of Mycctiac relcr to 
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the cult of the same Goddess that wc find at Knossos, and that there, as here. 
VK have to recognise an example of the setting up of trinities of baetylic 

pillars represmifing the same divinity,* 

The comlusivc evidence now before us that the pillar-cult of a Dove 
Goddess* goes back, in Crete at least* to tlw prae-Mycenaean pcntxl is of 
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first-rate irnportance in iu bearing cn the erigin uf the cult itseifi and ih^ 
relation to Uie paraltd religious phenomena presented by the worship of 
the Syrian Semiramb^ or the rhnentcian Astart^ The crude view that 
the little dove shrines of Mycenae Mnsre mere intpoft articles from 
PhociiicU ha^ already almost died a natural ileotit The divine 
of the doTC were a common heritage of primitive Greece and Anoiolta, and 
it is a signiSctUit fhet that the prtndpal centre of the cult on the coast of 
Canaan was ' Philktine " Af^kalon, whose mythical rounder A^kalo^^ wa4^ 
the brother of Tantalos the founder of the Thiygian d>Tiasty and father of 
PeJfjpiL We’^are thus led to an ethnic quarter that had a wo' iutiniatc 
reUiion with MinAan Crete. A Palace shrine, descfibed heiow, shows 
m a later $tage in the Inca! cult of the Dove Goddess in association 
with that of the i>MjbltsAxe (w belmv, pp. \ootf(/^.} and makes it probable 
that the Creran Riiea in her earlier a&pcct was also a '■ Lady of the Dove/ 

It is pos^^ible ihal there are here jiarts of mote than one shrjne«3ince 
there are coittmus of ^'arjdng sires. A chamctemtic of the walls of these 
edifices is the ehequer-work of black and wliiie jndJeatiug either actual 
ino^ury or 4 stucco coating in imitatiim of it. tdtmitcally ccilnurtd 
chequer*work occurs in the Temple Fresco, The stonew'ork ts bmken at 
intervals hurir^mtolly square-cut slightly projecting cornices, njjon the 
white ground of which Is painted a series of red disks which ,^tcem to 
represent the round wcxulen beam enth of Rutissian wati-con^truetJem 
red uceri lo a mere dncorative remmi^nce 1 n tme case what appear to 
be four so I new'hat narrow wmdoiv-opcnings are seen above a substructure 
of the kind described above, 

A part of a j^quarc altar with similar cherjuers surmoimted by a plain 
cornice shows a ^lair of sacrai horns rising above one face and jmrt of 
iiujtber on a ^ond face imjwrfccdy preser^-ed. The sejuare altar recalU 
one constructed of isodomic masonry', with " Homs of Consccratiott ^ above 
it. seen oo a steatite py^ia from the site of Kiii>sscHip* ami the presutntti 
tUlar bases found in the Palace courts probably' belonged to siniilar 
Atructtirea Four other examples of miniatufc < a r r al horns were al<^ 
found 

A base with incnmng ^ides recalls another familiar adjuitct of 

^ krtesii'K Tlift |£ ipbinti, £jg JStDwJj^Mwr fm otmw/ in ivjiimfiff 
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Myctnaiian rctigtoku rurnftupc. The prc$eiit cNamiile resembJea a base, 
with tJw: iucrnl Jiorn* abme ft, befure a triple group of spraj-s, cngravetl 
on a er>-5tal Seuioid found in the Idacan Cave. The iscetjc on the gem 
coiuiccts ttidfivith the cult of a group of sacred trees, and a female votary 
w seen before the base blowing a large triton sbe]I,^ppareiiLly a ritual 
function resortcu to w ttb a vUnv of calling down the divinity. It ts inter* 
esting to note that among the uccssory objects found with the remains of 
the terracotta Sanctuary were parts of tlirec miniature triton shells, the clay 
spires of ttisich are painted altimtatef)' red and white. 

A remarkable object remains to be dcscribrxi fFig, 15a ami At 
first sight it looks like a miniatufe car with a scat at the Wk. in front of 
which are viiiibk what seems to be the roughly modeiliid extremity a 
seated figure. The upeti wooden framework and joints are clearly rendered 
and there project In front wJiat hxtfc like tmiicatcrl shafts. On th« other 
hami there b no trace of any attachment for wheels, attd it may well 
be doubted if u heeled vehicles existed in Knossos in the early periixi 
to whicit these remains belong. The shafts of a car moreover would be 
attached toils flewr, and not, as here, to the middle of the -scat. 

On the whole therefore, it sttems safe Co regard it as a kind of 
palanquin m setlan chair, and this view is confirmed by the traces of 
broken off shafts behind, answering to those in front.* The Priest Frisco 
referred to in the prcvbus Keport seems to connect itsdf with a figure 
borne aloft in some kind of chair, and we have here |icrhaps the 
of a divinity or 

^ FifItTHKK DKVt^LOl'Ml^^Thr THI; QUAtmurLK STAmClSE 

The ground-floof widla and piers of the area that hduiles the Room 
of the Olive J-ress and the Comdor of tJte Rays give, as already noticed 
section by seaiatt. the ouHitre of a great Megaroti abore, the plan of which 
seems to have been pracilcalJy TdenticaJ with that of the great upper halt 
of the Palace of Phacstos. It is probable that the Quadruple Suirease 
discovered in 1901, besidis. leading to the Central Court immediately Sourii 
of this hall, commuatcated with (he Megarun directly In- a doorway in its 
South wall. 

It has already been noticed In the last Rciwrt that a block by the 
thi«i landing of this staifca.se showed the outlines of the ends of three ^rteps 
* The bn^%3. tfr m kiwOs h Fiff, 
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a.scendirtg Korth. and suppliisd the evidence of a fourth fiipht of stairs 
Another ^milar hJocfc ot^inally found above the second landing [iroved 
on examination lo bear the marks of the ends of thiee more st^is 
belonging to the upper c«id of this fourth dight where it reached the 
level of the G;ntral Cottn* At the cost of much labour this Importani 
block has now beeti replaced in the position that it had occupied jtrevinus 
to hs fall (See Fig. aj.) 

l*he leaning position of the thick rubble wall that formed the 
division between the upper stairca!<c$ involved aliur more<li£ 5 ciilt prohlcnL 
It ha<l heeled ovtu- to such an extent above the third flight as to threaten 
the destruction of both the stone stairs and the parapet beyond. 11 U'us 
impossible to prop it up adequately and it became necessar)' to resort to 
measuresL I therefore had a deep incision made at a tow level 
on cither side^ wedges being at the same time inserted in the slit on the 
side to which it leaned. The wall was at the same time cut acmss trans¬ 
versely at the point where the window opening betwncen the two stair- 
Cfiiies lessened the amount of cutting necessary. The whole mass was then 
cased with planks on either side, and bound round with rnpesso as to prevent 
its disintegration, A wocxlcn framework ftrmly buttnssed against the 
inner terrace was now set up to act as a stop, its face answering to the 
irriginaj position of that of the wall on this side Sixty men. harnessed by 
ropes to the plank-encased waihjsection. were now stationed on the terrace 
above the inner staircase, and at a given signal ihc tug of war began. 
There was a moment of great suspense, but the whole mass moved homo* 
gentmusly and the wall righted itself in its original position. Stones 
and cement were ready to fill up tlie wedge-shaped opening along die outer 
staircase, and tlie work wax complete. 

An interesting light 00 tfac former decoration of the Quadruple Stair¬ 
case seems to be ilsrown by a plaster fragment which had fallen into 
the adjoining 'Caere of the Distaffs' (see below,p. 65 apparently 

frum one of it* upper walls. It lepescntcd part of n brilliantly coloured 
palmecte fricae. 
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S »a—CONTINUKr* EXt>LORAT10 N OP THK EaSTAVeST CORKIDORS : 

THE ‘PeRjCEKTAGE* TaDLETS. 

Tlic Lower Corridor leading Eashvoid from the foot of ihe Qiiadlii|)1e 
Staircase and the North end of the Hall of the Colonnades had only been 
wry parttally explored in hjoi. 

The doorway learlmg into thw paisage from the Hall of tlieColonnades. . 
wi* now opened ..see p. 2, Fig, t); tlie carbonised neraains of its originni 
wooden jambs being as far as possible protectwl by the sutid wxxien 
frainework that it was found nccessaiy to insert far its support. The door¬ 
way opening fiom the Corridor to the Hall of the Double Axes was at 
the same time cleared and supported with masonrj' as well ns wowlwork. 

Tlje excavatibn of this Westeromost and finely paved section of 
Corridor isas a w^ork of exceptional difficulty. This was due to the fact 
that the upper tiers of tnascinn' belonging to this section of the light ansa 
of the Hall of the Double Axes had subsided a good deal in the direction 
of the doorway communicating with the Corridor and gsre rise to a serious 
thrust on tltat side, The cause of this subsidence was discovered to be the 
original existence of a large double window* with wowlcii framework, 
which Itad been introduced at this point with the object of lighting the 
Corridor from the open am at the end of the Hall of the Double Axes 
(see Fig. 2j). This opening had been filled w-ith fallen rubble, forming a 
wry insecure support, and it was found advisable to stippurt the wail on 
the inner or Corridor side by flat brick buttrosses arehod together. 

The Urwer EastAV'eit Corridor itself was excavated from above, the 
remains of the steps and jiavement of the Corridor above it being care¬ 
fully supported in tlmif origina] position. At the same time the abundant 
fidlen fragments of the upfier pavement were collected and reconatituted 
at their former level, it being neccssac>* in order to do this to build a solid 
timber frameuoric from one end of the lower Corridor to the other with a 
plolform above by means of which both the existing and the reconstituted 
parts of the upper pavxmcnt were maintained in jwsition (Fig. t6y The 
pavement of the Upper Cbrridcir WiW about 4-20 metres above the floor of 
the lower, its height representing that of Uie upper floor ihroughuut this 
quarter of the l'atao& The Eastern section of the lower Corridor, from 
the door of the Hall of the Double Axes oowards, showed no traces of 
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the fine gypsum paving ihsl had continued to that poinL The walb. 
however, had been providi^ with a similar casing of g>'p9um plaques. 

'Fhc £ast end of this Lou'cr CoEndoF is cot short in its direct cmirM: 
by the substructures of the stairs that form the cuatinuatioit E^st of the 
Upper Corridor. Thus diverted, the lower passage opens on iu North 
side on a small rectangular area leading to the 'Room of the Wooden 
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E'osts* and thenoe to on Eastern terrace edge. The gangway betwccti 
this small area and the nxwo beyond is flanked by a pillar originally of 
timber and rublrie construction supporting a large gypsum block ..above, 
belonging to the upper storey, and whkb had been visible above the level of 
the ground on the East slope befort the excavation began.^ The pillar rested 

* TWi bldck WH mintiineil in ib* podlkm tn «tifdt b ’w«» bfflinl i nttm Dt 
itn ihc duimcfnitod pilto tho ow* wpfmvi it o«W be niph*^ 
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Oil a square liasc ruiti^ from a brtiastivork ur baluiiUiulet !hc uppei- part 
of which couidstcid of fiat g^''psutin slabs. Beneath this gj'ptsum coping 
was a break of 20 centimiftras between it and the masoniy below, back^ 
by a core of plaster and ruidrk, originally contained in a timber easing, a 
fonn of construction common in the I’^alace^ and well iliustmted by tiir 
Throne Koom ami by the bathnibamber to be described beloM-,^ The 
spitce above the gi'psnm shihs. between the pillar and the wall at the otJuir 
cntl of the breastwork, had been left Open as if to give light to the Room 
of the VVflodct) Post*. This circinnsiati^, and the necessity of lighting the 
East end of the lower Corridor. mako« it probable that tlie small rectan^ 
yular area in queatirm lud ^od as a light-well, and was entirely open 
alwvc, It t> to be borne in mind that it was on a higher stratum of this 
area and tiw adjoining space to the Weal of it that the deposit of the 
jMiiijted Itigh relfefs iti f/«n» was found in 1901, and ihcy may well 

have formed part of the decoration of an upper galiciy or portico 
connected witli the great Easrem Megoron and overlooking this light area. 

The Lower East-West Corridor thus cleated. and with the tiooring of 
the Upper Cmridor replaced abot'o, fornn! an imposing gallery—about 2 
metreft in breadth and 4 in height (Fig. «6). Its length is 14 metres or. 
adding (Ikt N’orthera arcade of the Hall of the Colonnade, which is practi¬ 
cally iU continuation, 23 mctrcsc Only fragmcntari- remain.^, und these in 
a >'ei^- much burnt condition, were found of the elabiimte painted dadio 
w hieh seems to have adorned this gallery ;U)OVe the waiiiBcoting i>f E>-p»um 
slabs. lu design w^s diaracterised hy an ovnl beading, fotnid elsewhere 
in the FaJacc decoration, and which recurs In some of the ceiling pittteins 
of XV 11 llh D^masty Egy])i. 

The Up|Kr East-West Corridor, which seems to have had the same 
internal dimcnsitins as the Lower. atta 4 n-\ lugclher with its staircase and 
tJic sortitH) corresponding with the North GaJIciyof the IlalJ of Colunnailcs 
and the second landing of tlic Quadiuple Staircare, a length of 40 metresL 
The steps up from the lower terrace level were originaUy twenty in 
number * of which fifteen were preserved, while the missing five—which 
imd bridged over the entrance of the lower passage-have been recon- 
sinictcd. The view from the West end of this Corridor looking aliing the 
upiicr Gallery of the Hall of the Colonnades lowardB tiie third flight of the 
grand Staireasc is one of the most striking in the building (set; Fig. jyj, 
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Extcnsii'c retnajfiii of deports of Inscnbetl tablets snd jicsl imprcsstniit! 
ww fountl. (wrtly aUwe liic pavement level, along the tine of this Upper 
Corridor from the hear! of its KAstem Staircase to tlic point ■ where it 
enters the Gallciy of the i lall of Golnniiiidcs. It seems probable therefore 
that iliere bad originally- eKisted above it some kind of elongated chamber, 
llanking, and on iJic same level with, the Great Meganjn above the Olive 
f ress Area, and that this had been uted for thestorageof these clay archives 

With the falling in of the lliHir of the upper East-West Corridor laige 
masses of tablets and seals bclanging to the same MSries as those found in 
tpoi, abo^vr its floor le\ol, haci been precipitated Into the CottWor below. 
During the continued exploration of this lower stratum, which rcsalted in 
the clearing tmt of the Corridor, great numbers of inscriptions were 

found, raising the toral number from tbb dqwsit to over 450^ more iJiao a 
huiMlfcd of which are practically perfect This is the largest hoard dis- 
cmetttl. The tablets exhibit fortnulas the general purport of which is very 
unnnrm, and the great tnajoritj' of them jiresent figures referring to three 
liitTerrnt items of accromr, the total «f which when added together amounts 
to ICO, it appears, iherefore, that they relate to [teramtages, and they 
thus supply A striking proof of tiu; jnevaJence of the decimal system in 
.VlinAan Crete From the fact that the bulk of Ihe depirait extended along 
B line ot about ten metres, it I* prolKible tliat the tablets wxie contained 
(n a ^es of chests. Among the seals found \vilh thou were several im- 
prvssiOTs of what we arc leil to regard n< having been a royal signet, 
exhibiting a seateil Goddess oflered a cup by her attendant, of which a 
counterfeit matrix in clay was found in 1901 in a room above the South 
Terrace. 


S It-—Got.t) Pf.NDAXT Fohll OK A DUCK. 

.About A metre bebw the floor level of the Upper East-West Corridor 
were found a part of a thin silver blade and a few article* of jewelry. 
There coniilsted of iwrr globular beatU^ one of glass, tlie rttber of solid gold, 
and a gold filigree ornameiit in the shape of a miiifature gold duck 
(Fig, tS). It urns perforated to be used a.* a (omdant, and evidently 
belonged to the same necklace os tbe btads. 

Like the sttioJI gold lion found in IQOC^ the present jewel supplies an 
Interesting example of graimbr decoration of gold work, thougli w this case 
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Ihr fTfaini arc less miaoscopic than those of the gold don. Both the Iiot 
attd Uir duck Gonrtfuctol in the same manner by means of two thin 
plates welded together above and below, the amount of i««,ous metal 
employed being thus «»nomised to the greaust possible extent- 

The duck as a bend or pendant of ‘ Mj-ccnaean^ fashion m Crete wm 
already know'Q to me from two examples seen In the East o ^ ® ' 

One of these was found some years back at Palwokastio. It is of «d 
contcUan perforated longitudinally (Fig, 19J, and shows on 

.!» c»mc under my unite in th» mmnCmmn repion. But U«e dock 



beads arc simply an imitation of contemporary Nilotic typesL There i* fii 
the -\slimolean Museum » a bead of this form also of red cornelian »), 
which might have stood as the prototype of that from Falacofcastro, with a 
carwuchc below containing the name of i\menhoicp llLfc 1400 ac). 
The gold |»eudant bead must also be traced back to Uic same cass 0 

Egyptian models. 


s IJ.-T1IS H,IU. Of THE DOOtlE axes ASD US SOOTIIEE.X I"ORT1CO. 

In tte doorwuy teding from Ite lummr EmI-WhI Comdor W die 
HUI oflte Doublu Axchaa pan of . .«e«te '■»« ^kue * 

U« usnal •oaliotem ’ type with » *»■«» “«>“ 
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f ^ ® wiiidowr, opening from the tight area 

of the Hall into the Comdor. noiv explains Uu appearance of collapse 
that eharactenscs the upper courses of limestone masqniy bdonginE to tite 
^tten immediately to the right of the doorway on entering (L. 21). 
The whole upper part of the has only been saved from utter ruin by 
the fallcn matcnals from above that bad found their way into the aperti„t 

rt, '**I'ich runs along the West and South sto of 

ight area of this Micron between the fourth and fifth cotuses of 
masonry’ was wrongly interpreted in the previous Report* This gap in 
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itic masonry, as tlteie noted, had been iiartly filled miti ,• 

icfracittu cement in which were vbibL ^^ 

«l«« 1«™. pmi«ted into of uTlT;, I ”“,"««««* «“• 

•IwbMof,)ii„d„f,o,*^„,^^^^^^” ««Uwyluulformed 

* Av* 1901, ij,. ,|j. 
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But the examples of construction since supplied by the porcelain 
houses and miniature shrine^ and the further evidence ailbrded by r>ctgh^ 
bourinj; rooms has now made it clear that the round sockets in question 
containetl nothing more ifian short sections of beams answenrig in length 
to the tbickitess of the ^TiiJ. What wc have lierc to deal, with is, ui fact, 
merely an architectural survival derived from the old nibhl6 and timber 
construction> a regular feature of which ivtis the laying of courses of 
short round beams at inteirals in the walls the eutb of which were 
visible in the face, of the building'separatod ^ by plaster-eov^ered ^ones 
or paneli!i. 

The round beam endsifo much alTectcd by the Mycenacati baildci^ 
were translated into stone or plaster in the shape of rosettes and coloured 
di^s which arc their tlccoraiivc survival It is obvions that the wooden 
beam ends thus arranged symmetrically along the walls of the light area 
of the Hall of the Double Axe; were masked b_v ornamental features of 
this kind.. Its prominenl f>osjtian makes it not improbable that the 
surface «jf the cavity in w hich the round beam ends Uy was covered, in this 
cast, with decorative reliefs in metal*work ^ rcpfcscntttig rosettes^ with or 
without connecting spirals. These* like all other objects of metat on which 
tlic occupants could lay their hands, ivero doufaUcss rejnov'cd at the time of 
the rlestructfon of the J^atacti 

Xor IS direct evidence wanting as to the general charartcr of the 
design here exhibited. Tht bemd funned round the light ansa by the 
gap between the fourtl* and fifth courses qf masonry w as in fact cotitinttou* 
along the interior w'aJIa of tlic Hall of the Double Axes immcdiatdy above 
the gypsum slabs (almost exactly 1 metres in height) which formed thdr 
louder linings There arc hcrc^ Indeed, no traces of round beam ends, hut 
there arc visible m places the sockets of horizontal bcamB w*hich formed 
the backing of the plaster aiojig this none. 

The 'Same system of cotwtniciiott U cohtirmed unintcmiptolly b)' a 
small passage, to be described below, to an inner hall and a bath chamber 
Ifned to the same fcvcl by gy(#sum slaEis. But here, as will be shown 
in Section 15, the space Immediately above the groove left by the 
hurizDutal beams ts still filled in psit w^ith a jsainted frie^e of spirals and 
rosettes. The jniensit}' of the conflagration seems to have destroyed the 
ffescoca in the bewdy of the Hall of the Double Axes, but near its Soythem 
Poriico portions of paltited frieze were found consistifig of spirals and 


42 


A. J. Evan’S 


ro«nt« «ticl answering exaciJy to ilial in the adjoining twUi-room. There 
can be tittle douht, thettJere, that this identfeaj design fblltnved the same 
zone in btnh moms,and it is reasonable to sup|jose that, what b practtcaily 
ite continuation, the decorative band, namely, tx hyp&thesi of metal work 

once masked the gap tn the niasonr>- of the light area, e^thibited a 
ciQtM;Jy 

Analogy might Jcail one to suppose that the gypium slabs that 
ongmalty lined the whole of the interior walls of the Hall of the Double 
A^eswere coloured. But, the cormsion of the surface on these limitg 
dabs here and elsewhere Itas obliterated the evidence of this. These inner 
wall* were d-rided into a succasion of bays by fine upright posts of wood, 
bt^^twren which was stone and rubble work, the whole surface being covered 
with a clayey plater against wltich in turn the gytfeum lining slabs were 
applied to a height of two melrtss. 

Fonhc exploration of tlio Eosiorn end of tho Hall gaae ri« to an 
n^nnS d„cl^c„, In tin ,nape „r . ,„aond Pwti™ facinc Sooth 
ftis- -Jl Tina Portieo, at riglu angles to that to tlm East, coiuisnil of 
araaaeseoonettheoor limcatonn ft* .notraa a,„ara. aontnton to bod. 

tbi3 it ““ » I*-*', in 

n nall-line to the W est anawortng to dm conm, tim baacs 

^o.nasm.oroari.onMod wood raptemndng tho retnaiiu of the pillan. 

btono p,>a.„cnt .xUn,d.^to dm onto, lino „f tho Portoo. Impend wl,lob 

;^oS^' '“Sth wid. 

^ing tbo gotrf limoatnno enuras that fornmd tho toaor part of ilTwoatont 
toondaT, found qoamilioa of falfen «mxo rtb ftemo dodgna 

ITnadopoet ehitfc alaooxtondod Into tho apnno hef^and thoeall.oxhib^ 

fcngna of (sh and a femafe desetibod bclno, and it prabaUr 

which points to a ttutre public position, such as an rnxn If 

onwisted of a man's thtuh ljfe.«i>, u<iFi. ,1. ..j , 

Jimt^loth. WiVh i ? ^ brilliantly coloured 

With the plaster fragment were found fmgmcnts of pauited 

My-a«mpotte,,mrtbefinest Uter Palacestyl. Abouuw.met^b:;n 1 

"n* betwtas tJw ^tuauu ««» i,<iraa,a t.. l *- 

1 w.. die tV«i «»lMm rtd p,u„„ 1^ iT* ^ * **<•«" 'Iw Ksm cxilyttnsnd p|l.» 
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the Xorthem column base of the East Portico of the Haii of ttu; Dt^ublc 
Ax« is a cunously cut Jimestont* blocJe on a stepped pedestal, which sccrti'i 
to hAvf: been one of an outer line of piers In connexion with a broad Tine 
of steps descending East, that has now disappeared. The course of a larm 
stOM drain fmnt ot the tina 

The Hail of the Double Axes with its two-fold Portico* formed a 
spaaous chamber wliich, e»cJudin|r the rectanguiar court to the SoulE 
embraces an area of somewhat over 250 !if]uare metras. It has the ap^ 
pcaran« of a inrge reception room, the post of honour in which, periiaps, 
marked by a movable throne, wjl, probably against the North wait facing 

^•I.ven openings 


S ij.—LV pek Hau. or thr Ehu'htA' Axes 

It has already been mentioned that a scries of piifar buses and the 

th n'"* kl^ pavement beJonging ,» the rpom ab<;\'c the Hall of 

the pfjubje Axe were found to position, only slightly sunk below their 
c.ns^m\ level. Two further pillar base* snbsccjueotly came to light, corie^ 

^ had^n already temporarily supported in their portion fav 
^ of a woo^scaflblding whid,. U.t[, in the case of ih-T^nd the 
hwes, now been replaced by pillars of wood and stooco answeriim 
to nearly as possible in character to those nhich !iad originally «o<«l 

'"aT^ "" “rigioal Jimeatone bases. 

.X. ;ll! i!!“ “construction of this upper room w« 
discoven* above the fl.xw level of the Southern Portiar o^Tslab ZZl 
segmental enttmg made for the rasertion «f oart of th. h ? r 
column, like the parapet alab* that ftanlf tX *• 1 - ^ diameter of a 
\v i. *™ “’»* flank the impluvmm of the Throne 

Ktxjin^ We hiivc here ^ tu 

It H abvio^ that on the upf«r galleries some kind of hieitstwork was 
oewled, and the oualocv u( rfn- Tti r o. . a«.-«iwork was 

omtinuous stone be„T " . T 7*'" ‘‘ 

I* r * between the columns, os nhown in Mr 

hyfc s upper storey plan on p. 57, ^ 


Kn<>ssos Ekcavatioss. 1902. 
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Jj 14. — Tilt Dnc's Lt(J CORRIDQR ANO T«i; DO>tH-e.Tlt: Qvartkr ok 

THE I’ALACll. 

Immcdiatdy opposite to the door at tlie uppef end of the- Hall of tliL- 
Double Axes 00 m mu mealing with the Lovt-er East^Wtiit Corridor, was 
another coircspmnling doorway. Thl>. on being opened out and supporterJ 
abuw by a fljit arch as a proiectbn against lateral thrust, gave access to a 
short paved passage wdth a turn at Ixitlt cods, and to which from its shape 
the name of ^ l>og a Ijcg Corridor ' has been given- It h evident that 
this double turn g really enhanced the privaCT of the room bcj'OHd., 

The Dog's 1 ^ Corrirlor is finely paved with Jimestone slabs, and on its 
North and West sides retains the wainscoting of gypsum slabs, each about 
two metres in height and one metre in width, above xvliicb ran the groove 
already rderred to, originally fitlcrl frith wrxifleii bt^tns bid boristontally. 
Above this again the wall consmiction, largely belonging to the upptrr 
storey, was preserved for a height of over fire metres from the fliwr level. 

nils short corridor, a/lcr passing a Umcslone pier and jtlitnh on the 
left, gave access to an interesting and quite original hall. This luill 
harmed the principal room of a self-contained quarter of the i'aloce, having 
none of that semi-public character noticeable in the ease of the Halls of the 
Double Axes and of the Colonnades. There-i* every appearance that W’c 
have hen? to deal with suites of private and domestic apartments, some¬ 
what careiully secluded from the busier section immediately to tlie North 
of ih?< with its great staircase and through corridors in direct connexion 
with stately halls that must have mostly served as a gathering-place for 
the men. In this quarter, on the oiber harti, we note cm every side 
arrangements for securing privacy and comfort, together with sanitary 
conveniences in some ways ahciid of anything the world was to see for 
the next three thoiisand years. 

We have here (sft ppi 56, j;. Platts. Figs. 30 . 30) the centres of the 
domestic and family life tjf ibe Pakce, To ap]>ly to this scctitm iiidtxsii the 
oriental name of ’ Hatemlik' mUlbt convey a wrong idea, since ihere Is tm 
question—witness the miniature frcaicoes—of a rigorous rei>aration of the 
sexes in the ‘ House of Minds' We are at liberty to bdlevc. boiocvcr, that 
ibis secluded quarter was in a special way the domain of the n-omert, and 
the distinctK'C name of the * Queen's Megaron' has been accordingly given 
here to the most stately withdrawing room of this region. 
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s 15 —Thf. Quukn's MeoakOxV wmf ma BA-nr Room Ajrn Rltmais's 

oy Wall-T'A ixTiNets. 

1 he hall here ile$cr[bc(| a$ the 'Qiieeu’i Megaron ' ivas fbunij to be 
divided into All inner chamber, with an atljhdcnt bath-fi«>ii, and dongated 
area, and an outer (Wrl coiui^tin^; of a |x>rtlco opetung on aitothcr endowed 
area that sen-ed as a light court uo that side. “ 

or the back wall of this outer area, w hich separated it from the space 
in front of the S^reth Portico of the Wall of live Double Axes, only two, or, 
in places, three courss remained in pwitiem These courses are of good 
limestone masonry, and the disappearance of the upper part perhaps 
implies that it consisted of nibble masonry and limber, with the usual 
plaster facing. A later wall of poor construction had been buitl near tfw 
outer line of the Portico witliin At the same time the masses of painted 
stuc® that had presumably covered the original back wall of the light area 

had ^n cast aside and formed a heap above and on each side of its 
remaining lower courses. 

TbB dmitiiicn luid poor recooMnirtion lood. o. to . «iio. of 
roloted r^oomoo, tto tl.oo»I«, .pp„..„, „„ 

Qu^ . 1^., jwlf bo, tboooghoot tbo whole of Ihe d«p CO. rertioo 
of .he tolM ^ of *c Ooedniple S.al™.« ,ed .he Helb of the 
Coloenude, end of tte Doohlc Axa. Throoehoot fliis ae, Uko: wen: 
abondan. mbo. like those already nooai ia u,e Soiiihetd baseiiiei. 0 , and 
m .he ^ « e« of .he Notlhen, cn.n.ece, of a reoceopatioo in .he 
|^h«Mye.^«tu. IW Th.n,ia«m. evhlenee U... .he i„h.,«i,y „f 

^ *«• ™ .Ki. aide n, fa, othisated Uo« «,« „f 

the upper ttrams were left m a more or l«a habitable state. 

In clearing away in successive horiremuJ sections the deposit above 
.he Queen-. Me^iown. which, h^rds i.a Wesien. Itah. ,«ai^, d^h 

t nT' tr^i* ^ ^ Amphmas wxre 

^nd. partly piled oire over another, above the remains of pavement 
telongmg to an up^ floor level fSee Fig. ], «cmed i[idecd as if a 
fanje jKirt oruieongmal upper floor had been used as a magazine for these 

vessels, which with ihdr coarse d(>e(iraiiA>i ^.r ^ ^ . 

f»mt« In . 1 . II t . <iocofaiio«» of octopusei, or often simple 

IwHb, in dull colour,, mu,, he regarfrf *, . chamccriMic pnufuct of the 
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Mycenaean Period proper. Over (he body of the hall the remarns of the 
upptt Boor level had fiUlen in at an early period, and (tie vasw tt-en; foynd 
for the mosi part in ^ hmkm ccmdEiKm at a Idw4:t Above the Utdc 

bath chamber hoivcvcr. thanlis to a later i>upponln|T a-all built above the 
baluslTarJe, the store had becrj less displaced, and many vases in [Krfect 
condhion were ranged ogainrt the of the upj*r store}, room. 

11 looks as if shurtly before the firmi desertion of the buildittg a com- 
pmhensive plan of restoration had bc«n set on RxX thronghout the reKioti 
above defined On appraadiing the flrxjr of tlie Megaron below, there 
fimnd evi^Tvhere a stratum of lime, and the adjoining bath chamber had 
been used as a s,»edaJ dc-pasil rrf the same imnt‘rial. white a full 

of I'mo suxyi 111 ,Is entrance passage. A small chamber immediately 
bouth of the portico of the Megamn was found moreover to have been 
actually lamed in,o a kitii, in rvhkh were found a number of mmure 
Mytxnaean ^ps and vases, It was obvious that the plaster on the Noriii 
HTilJ asoti the destroyed upper {»rt of the Ivaai wall and amiin in the 
corndoT leading to ihc inner rooms to ihc Went, had been deliberately 
picker! away and thrown aiSkle in the heaps ii, which it was found Oddly 

enough the earlier decorative plaster has only ranmined untouched id the 

uplXT part of the walls of the bath chamber, which itsdf tuul been 
conv^cd into one of the chief for ihe restorer s lime 

U was not till tdter the mmovat of thw thick lime deposit that the 
miemaismictitm and arrangements of the Megaton could be fully made 
with the mtorior pan and the portico beyond wem paved 

m ?h pavement being replaced as usual by cement 

^ If lotas* and South. A more original feature was supplied 

hftlv^of the Megaroa. leaving a iiasiage only at its Northern end. 

«:«,on ,F,g =411 and showing 1 l, existing state, and bj- the dmution 

- cm. n height, faced with gj'pstmi ilabs. the whole breadth of the base 

bc,„B .Un«.^«u,. . ^ 

Ijlli s>T»um .lOs wMh nu«al intm-al, Iwron fonning the bna of 
ba.1 moral mh ooodco bo»nU. a good <icl „f ,*|ch precnal in 


Knossos Excavations. 


♦9 


a carbonis<^<) state, and the surface of thisiagain was coated with ccincnt. 
This {ilaster covering curved up gainst the sslightly bevelled edges of the 
centre stabs (see Fig. so as to get a good grip of thewtuxland at the same 
titne to fann a curved termination of the seat back sirailar tothat found In the 
throne, ajid other examples. The stylobate thus fulfilled a tivo-fold function. 
It acted as the base of the narrow pillars, which, while leaving broad light 
openings, supported the room above. At the same time it provided a 
double bench. This bench was. as we have seen, of comfottablc ctm- 
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struction and the woodwork certainly projected sufHdcatly beyond die 
tine of the stone to give the required depth for a seat. The moulded 
stucco surface of this was doubtless also covered with cushions. 

The total height of the seal from the ground may have been about 
30 centimetres. This ia Iwvcr than the benchess of the Throne Room, but 
eonsidenddy higher than the plaster scat of the ” Cook * tn the small 
chamber behind it It most however be borne in mind that thLs last 
mentioned seat wa.^, s{iecially arrai^cd for a person, pre^umatdy of menial 
condition, engaged tn pfeparing food on a tabic only slightly raised idiove 
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the floor Icve]. It cannot tHcTefore: be i^gajxlcd: as conclusive for the 
height of the Miodau lofJics' seats. On one of the Zafcto gems for 
instance* a female (igure, ptvthably intended for a Goddess^ b seen seaietl 
on a kind of stool without a hack, the top of which comes nearly t» the 
Im'cl of her bent knee. Hut there Is no reason to that ihe 

benches In the 'Queen's Megaron^ were reser^'ct) specially for women. 
This was rather the general withdraw!ng-ruom of the femily f^uarter of 
the Palace. 

Along the South side of the inner part of the Megaron, facing the 
door opening from the * Dr^’s Lt^ Corridor,' waa another similar st^'lobate. 



— «— J-^ —I — t _ J _ L t I ^ 

Vwj, S5.--)iK¥iOMEv SiK-nos i>r SrvtobiTu wmi D(wiu,b Bitairp. 

formed in Ute same way of liinestum: blocks with a facing of gj-psum 
plaques. It was of the .same Ictigih as the other, but in this caae'lhe seat 
had OTly existed on the inner side. There was indeed no pamg o ojj thb 
line into the light area beyond,—the st>‘lobaie rtimung without a break 
from a square inner pier of good ashlar masonry to another pier foinimg 
the South-West corner of the rootn. The upper structine hoe has 
dcitappcitred, but the former existence of a similar layer of woodwork was 
evidenced hy certain mortises and dowid holes on the upper surface of 
the limestone blocks. From the fact that the length of this stylobate was 
> D. G. iioc»nb. ‘WasLo. S«liftKs-y.#jK n. VL Hd Ct |K J7. rt i 
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the 4 ame iw the <?thcr,. wt may asiiiimc! that it 5Up|3wt«1 the same number 
of pillars with e^jual intervals beuvceri them. 

'Hie opetiing^ here were dcvifWiiil w £jfve light from a narrow elongated 
area, about f‘4a metres wide, which derives a s|wcial interest from the 
character of tin South This wall conaistt of exceptionally large 

b\fxk^ (about 2-38 metres m JcJigth by 0-6S in betglu) somei^vhat reughly 
faced, in conira.se with the smooth ground surlace of the later masonry 
and inctsed with Ibc spray or branch sign, largi^r ami deeper cut than the 
of the existing Palace. The blocks, moreover^ had a more distinct 
clay bedding (necessitated by Uic unfinisht^rl surface) ttuio h tisually foimfl 
in ihc building. Tiib way ixn-ticubrly conspEctions in the hori^ontai lines 
“Attaining a thickness of about a centimctrti There can be no doubt that 
this is one of tlue earliest existing mtls of the building^ and that it goes 
back al least to the chv}^ of what may be called the ‘ Mkl<l!c Mindan 
Period/ 

Another intcresdng feature about this light area b that tn order to 
enable the light to slant in to the adjacent hall, the wall—or rather the 
taler addition to ii—steps back above, 

it seems certain that this light area was during die latent Palace period 
covered with a brilliiint stucco dtzeorattorv A pile of this, pcrha|ts tom 
down at the moment of the would-be rcstoratiorip lay in the innermost 
comer of the area and supplied the CTidence of a quite unique method of 
relief This is illustrated by the friigmcnt exhibiting part of a brrtl shown 
in Fig. 2(X Tlie bint it^lf which is on a white ground, has long 

curvir^ wings and feathers of bdllianl and %'aricd hues^ red^ biuep yellow^ 
white and bbek. 

The moulding of the rcHcf as sluiwvn in the side view section 

(<r) does not correspand with any recognised canofis of relict The wing 
ends arc executed in a kind of skup ba^ rcIreC but the tail feathers can 
best be described ms cut in intaglio, ft looks indeed, as if an artbt acens- 
tomed to the tt?chitiqae of gem engraving had transferred the process to 
moulded dunt. Such a combination erf crafts recalls Ihe early 

Renabsaiire. 

The interior part of the Mcgamn/ namely that directly 

approached from the Hall of the Di^uble Axes^ was thus lighted by a double 
series of pillar opciitngSi one looking towards tc^s East i^ortico^ the other 
facing the Area of the Bird Relief on the Southp and bath flanked hy shapely 
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benches. In tiic North- 
Wesit comer, inunedr* 
atety lo the Hght on 
entering, was the small 
bath chamber already 
menrioned 

This bath-chamber, 
the details of u-hlch can 
be- gathered fn>rn iJn; 
annexed plan and eleva¬ 
tion (Fig. ip, a and D), 
wa^ Oanked, like the 
I’ulace baths already de¬ 
scribed. by a baluintradc. 
with comer and terminal 
plcfli. The latter of these 
vniA a column base. Still 
showing the circuJar 
markotawooden column 
'31 ocfitimetics In dia- 
nieicr. 'Hie comer pier 
had dowel-holes for the 
wooden part of a pillar 
of the usual compeucUt* 
constructiorL The 
sJiowed tlie character¬ 
istic gap for plaster and 
woodwork bchrn* the 
coping slabs, and the 
limestone blocha bdow 
thib were faced, like the 
neighbouring stylobates, 
!*>' e>'Fiuin pliuiuK. 

This hath - chamber 
differed In an essential 
point from those found 
elsewhere In the Talarc. 
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[t hjid tm descending Jitqjs. itic basin being on the same Jc\'cl as the floor 
of the adjoining McgaroiL ti ivas constructed for a jJortabJe hath, and in 
fact considerable ffimains of a huge [tainted terracotta bath were found in 
the iwtico of the neighbouring hall, having doubtless fjeen turned ijirt 
when the bath-chamber was used as a Itinc-sture. 

Neither wav this batlxhamber in any way an ‘Imptuviurn* like Uiat 
of the Throne Kooin. The present chant Iter ivas roofed over, and the 
o|Jcmiigs between the pillars here wvre not for Jetting in light into the 
adjoining ball, but for enabling the light of the Megaron to jienetrate into 
the bath-room, where, however, privacy msy at any time have Ijcen attained 
by drawing curtains hclwcen the pillars. 


Apart from other evirlcnccof the exisiciice of a room above, the good 
stale in which the interior of the bath-roooi was found may be taken to 
show that it had not been exposed to the weather. The gj-psum lining 
slabs, about 2 mctits in height, were here exceptionally well-preserved, and 
above the upjw maigin of these were considerable remains of a fticice of 
painted stucco, already referred to in the tfcadng of the ‘ Hall «f ihc 
Double Ai«%’ Tile central bund of this fri«e er tladis, which was about 
half a metro In width, consisted of rosettes, or conventional marguerites, 
Imbed by running splrohi, with half rosoltes jn the angles-* 

The eonimunication from the mntsr part of the Queen's Megaron 
with Its small bath room and double stylobate is confine) to a single open^ 
mg, w‘hich may Iw rogardcf) rather as a passage-way factvreen half pillars, 
like those of the Hall of the Double Axe*, than a doorway proper. The 
outer portion of tla- Ali^nrom thus enterod, flanked by a bcndi answer- 
mg to that on the other side of the stylobate, consisted of a paved portico 
with two column -65 centimetres m diameter, facing to the 1-ast the 
light-aroa already fcrerrod to. On the South a doorway ted from 
the portico to a small «juare room ftbal lacd later a,, a Itme-kihi) with two 
other dowwav-s, one communicating with the Area of the Bird Relief, ti»e 
a t^atvower chamber to a pa.ssagc opening opposite 
the South Portico of the Hall of the Double Axes, There was thcroforo 
a m^ns of access to the Queen'a Micron from the East, thmigh evidently 
controlled by a sirtet system of guardianship and surveilbmee. Thyi 

«parate oors m to be [ussed and two small chambers tu be traveled 
to oiler fmm this side. 


* 5 « El. r. r/fr. 


190*, ]k tap, Fic, 


4 } (Bppn fiisJ. 
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tn LlictNWih Walt of thLi outer scctiut) of the^Qaceti's Mcg^rofi' 
were some exceptimtally bugc iimestone blocks—one 271 mdres in lengtli 



by tvya b^b—sisTfal of them marked with the Double Axe sign. Thbi 
wall, uhkh formed part of the casing of the |iovatc staircase ro be described 
below, had been entirely denuded of its stucco decoration. It H pcssthlc, 




Fig. Fu«« VuA*™. a«. lUo^ 
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ho^vev^^r. that » spirittii dystga of th« upiKsr part of a JaUj' (Fi^. aS) found 
at a low level in the neifilihourinjj heap nf detached plaster belonged to this 
sptcc. The figure is about half the natural sax. aiifJ ^cems from the «:ij- 
ill which her tresses flyout in ojiposite directions t*be ci^aged in si.iincwhat 
eneigetic Acticihf but her nttire is not of the same maseulinv as that 
of the fonude toreadors. She Is clad in a jacket of the orriinary type, 
with a 3'clhm' ground anrl blue and red einbroidered border, bctieath 
which is a diafiharious chemise, its upjHrr line showing clearly aenws the 
client. Her left arm it bent and her rt^jt ^Iretthcd fonvard. Her fcaiHr« 
are fairly ivgulHr, anrl a slight dimple is traceable at the comer of her tips, 
which, however. Is hanily the eepMe of Archaic Greek art. Site 

is possibly one of ,t group of danceTs like those tliai ap|ieai wiUt raised 
anna on one of the miniature frescoes. Unrortunatdy a fwrt of the right 
arm, which might have aflorded .vutnc due to the meaning of the design, ts 
missing, but it is not diflfictilt to believe that figutes sudi a* this, iturviving 
im the Palace walls even in their reined ^taic, may lb at the root of the 
Ilonnmc pa«^ describinc the most famous of the works of Daedalos at 
Knossos—the * ChcincKi ' of Artadng, 

Of llic character of the decoration of the back wall of the light court 
of the Mcgamrt there ran be little doubt. Of Uic heaps of detached pieces 
of paimcti stucco that lay along its line the most .ibimdantly repre*ni«l 
were derived from a great marine picre contaiomg a Iturgc number amt variety 
of fishes. Thu larger pieces of the design belonged to iwt, doiphins and to 
a certam extent complclcrl one another* one set belonging to the tail end. 
another to the heart Both these ami tlie numcrems smaller fiy were most 
nalt.Rili>t.caIl.v rendered, and, though among the preserved fragments there 
were no flying fishes, there coiilft be no doubt that the whole belunged u, 
the «mc class a.s the marine fresco from l*hytakopi.i The spiriiud character 
of the fJestgos* the prevailing colours of the fish, blue of var>-mE shades. 
Wack and j dlow.ihe sobmiiriiw rocks with their coralline attachments, and 
still more the manner of hidicaiiiig the *:4 Itself, proelaiin identity of 
method, in both cares It nas found advisable to resenw Lite dificrent 
tones of blue for the liiemrelves and ici give their outlinca greater 
relief hy leaving the ground white, while at the same time martire' 
element was gracefully indicated byarunc wreaths and cotk of doited spray 
fbe spray and bubbles fly off at a tangent from the fins and raiU and give 

* ,firv«t/ /r..t J. K. 11 til. 
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the^hnte A of Tfitttkni that ojuld ttot oihem'i;$e be aittained. tt (if 

evident that the jsknd of itimtlar fresco from the site belongs to the 

Ktiu!i3inn Schixil ami may even have been importinJ ready-executed from 
Crete like some of the fine I'aincc {jottery found in the.tiame buttrling. 

The covering of the wall of the light urea, ikeing the seat beneath 
the (jortico, with this marine design suggests interesting com]>aris<iiis. 
Tlic vvjiok is the artistic substitute for a natural view, identical in 
intention witJt die landscujM: scenes that form such a favtnirite feature 
of the blind walls that shut in the smaller courts and arca^ of Italian 
villas, and which are suppo!^l to cheat the cji'c with the iJtusion of a 
free nutiuuk. On this side those ^Icd in the adjoining peniteo might 
seem to see the £sties of the aca disponing themselves; ivhile the living 
bin] of the area jigliting the Queen's Megaron on the South mu}' be taken 
to represent a Fragment of a similar scene borrowed this time from the 
fields and woods. 


g U&^J’RIVATE STAlkCASe FROM TtlE *Qui:EN'S MeUAKON ' TO 

ajmjve. 

An interesting feature cunnected with the Queen's Megaron remains 
to be described. The right duor jamb facing the entrance of die Dog’s Leg 
Corridor, was found to have a double reveal rndlcuivc of a second dnor- 
way, the other jamb of which prescnlly appeared Ttic fondness of the 
Palace architect jbr dauble dnarways is conspicuous, and it seemed at 
first as if in this case this second portal was of a more or less decorative 
kind "leading perhaps to a small closet — the more so as the opening ivas 
partly Woeked by a pier belonging to the wall of the .adjoining curridor. 

Ev^n suppOBfing that the upper part of the third dour jamb, which 
consisted of woqd and pliuiter, had been twiginali}- spU}*cd back, the 
ujicning here crMild not have Ixjcii more than jo centimetres or rather tew 
than ab inches in width. 

The surprising disenver}' was madcj htiwevcr, that this narrow opemiig 
nevertheles* gave access to a stoftc staiiea.se, afTiirdiiig a private mcari.s of 
commufllcatiun with tltc upper-moms. This smirvase was p2 centintcinss in 
wiiJth,' ■iHjmcw’hat broadtx- than its cnirniice and its (oiver flight was vet^- 
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well prtsm-ed. ThU canssisted of a first of fourteen steps, a lajidtng 
iviih three more, Raiiked by a square pllJar, and an upper flight, origiraiJIy 
cDiMtsting of n!t»c or ten steps, of which seten were pn-ierved. This upper 
flight led to a landing with adoorwayvon the right of wliich both Jamhs were 
presen-ecl, leading to the upper Hall of the Double Axes, The private 
staircase from the Queens Megaron hat} the effect therefore of bringing 
this title Upper Eiall into Ute system of domestic moms. The Upper 
Hall Ilf tJic Double Axes had, in fact, no direct connexion with the more 
public HaM hnmediately below if, Uiough it stood in cuminimiciitEon with 
the Upper East'Wtwl Corridor, 

Ikyond this dfasroTiy the stairca.se landing tnerged in ti short passage 
abme the Dog's Leg Corridor and thtis gave access through a second 
doomay (no longer pnston-ed) to the up[ier room or rooms above the 
Queens Alegarofi, From this, in turn, an Upper Corridor, (lart of the 
pavement of which his been prese^ed. led West to the upper storey room 
of the Domestic Quarter to be described below. (See Plan, Fig. 30. pv 57.) 

Near the point where the first Jloor landing-passage of the IViv^te 
Staircase would hare entered the * Upper QueenV Stegaron,* a sunken 
block was found which reveals an interesting fact. This bkick, which 
resembles one on the first landing of the staircase and other staircase 
blocks found on the site, had sunk to the position in which it was found 
from an upper tamUtig, In other words the staircase was originally 
coritmucd to a seeottii fliMir and there were at least three storeys in this 
pATt rrF the buitdin|T^ 

In excavating the staircase a fine bronze chisd * was found togeihcr 
with fragments of fresco and a day seal impression-a galloping bull with 
a fish below—a curious antidpatloo of the coin types of Thurii The 
upper flight was partly choked with plain j»ttery belonging to the Re- 

ocatpation Period, including numerous podestalfed cups of the ‘ chamwume 
^la£s' 

§ J7.—The II.wk Rooms of tiie Domestic Quahtek: Gkou.vi> 
Floor. (See Pi..\n. Fig. 30, r. 57.) 

Immediately South of the entrance to the Path Room of the Spiral 
Fresoo, another doorway, 87 cm. in width, leads ffotn the Queen’s 
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Mcgaron tu a eomdor which brings ii into ctumcKion with the buck grouml- 
Hoor rooms of thiit Domestic Quarter of the Paliice. 

At the entrance of this corridor stood a large pitho5.borh in form and 
decomtion diflerciu from any of the jarSrfoiinfl in ilie various Magazines. It 
was shaped like an [irdiTiary liib, and displayed a zone of catitinvninis spirals 
broadly pauiLed in blaok. It liad been filled with lime and set in tlic position 
where it was found {blnckiiig the jiussage way)at the time of the Mycenaean 
* restortititin,* but it is by no means SO certain that the itself bekntged 

to this litter period. The ]»iriled decoration recalh tiic jan of the 
latest prc-Myceoacan jwriotl, lately found in Magazines bclrm the (loor of 
the Great Megarrm at Phacstos. The shape on the otlier lund suggests the 
tub'llke receptacles, for flowern and slirttbs that ii[ipear <m the hackgrrHind 
of certain scene* on MycettadO gems. This |Kiinied day tub had 
been placed for security on the upper ledge of the ^ulhem light area of 
the Queen's Megaton, and it is by no means im})OssibIc that this ledge 
may hare bcctl nriginally atlontcd with large pjUs of this kind containing 
lowering plants. 

The Corridor of the Painted Pittioi runs under (he passage already 
lefcrrcrl to as leading from the Upper Queen's Mcgaron to the rooms on the 
same storey at the back, arid of which on this side one of tlic donr iambs 
and f>an of the (Mreinent was found in luiiiitio]). 'riic lower gaJlery W'ould 
hare been quite dark hnd it not htsen for a window* immcdfately to ihe left 
on entering, the masonry formiitg the liLast side of which is splayed hack— 
the effect of the squint being to uffond [lassuge fur the maxidium of light 
from the 'Area of the Hinl RclieiV on the extreme corner of which it opens. 
Hie curridur, findy pa^ed with limestone is about ('.p metres in 

width : the waIIu on the South side show good ma»nr3'. that on tlK iNorlh 
bdng of somewlutt rougher ccKistmctkia. The original stucco covering has 
for the miwt part been stripped off frem both wall*. .At the point where 
I he passage makes a sudden turn to the North, however, remains of the 
fresco-coating were stilt visible showing a bond of spirals' resembling that 
of the hath room, but without n>seiics and placed at a lower level. It runs 
a! a height of 78 cm. from the ground nnrl in 30 cm. in breadth. 

The fact that the Corridor of the I*ainted does not run straight 

from one room to the otltcr, but has a short tum. nr rather double tarn, is 
rery characteristic of the Palace arehitecture in this regirm, ami has been 
1 iwe D- T. ISO*. IS m* -V 
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already illustrated by the Don's L<5 Corridor. It necnis t*i have bc^fn a 
(k'vice for InsuriiiN greater firivacy, 

M the .ViirtbcorTvcr. trhere the short inner turu of the Coiridor begins, 
was a st;ua« gypsum block and ccmsklembtc pentains of the timber frame 
of a flat arch alKiut the height of an ordinary doorway* the masonry above 
ivhich was fo«m1 in positiou suppcrtlng the stone jambs and thre^ltold of 
the eomsponding turn of the Upfjef Corridor* The actual door lu dw 
inner noom ^\ as nnt however at this point. Immerliatdy bcydnfl the arch 
tlic passage way was once otone divertwi by a lartition wall of e3'ps«‘« 
slabs, so tlut, to PASS the door Jambs that gave cnimncc to (he nwurt in 
tjucstion, it necessary lo tum once more to the riglit about. 

The chiiracieristic feature of the ground floor mom thus approached, an 
far as concerns its mtenor arrangements, was ati oblcmg platfiartit of plaster- 
cov'cred stonework in its liCVV. corner, i'50 metres rn leirgth by i^flo in 
width. Them can be UttJe doubt that this was tlic support of some kind of 
bed or couch, and it rccalU rectangular plalforms of the kinrl in sr.mc of 
the Mycenaean Chamber Tombs at l»haesto®. on whldi were found tlic 
skeletons of bodies Tahl out in the sleep of cteatli. This * Room of ihu 
Plnstcf Couch, may therefore be regardet) as having sers'cd as a bodrcxrm. 
It was covered with a cement floor, except for one targe slab in dm middte 
of iis Eastern hordtr, with an aperture used for flushing a drain, to be re- 
fcm?d to bclmv* 

This slab in fact was opposite the entrance Jamb* of a latrine^ a 
descripb'on of which is terervcti for a siiccoediiig Section, in connexion 
wiih.tfic drainage system of this qimncr Its South paitittmi wall was 
that wiiich liad turned off the entrance passage described above. Be^xmd 
the North partitmn wall of this closet W'us another doorway, with remains of 
its wooden framework and retl coloured stucco, givihg access to a corridor 
leading by a double turn to the Hall of the Cotonnodcs. Tlic Eastern side 
of the room thus shows a saccessioii of (bur lunestonc jambs ami bases 
with revT^lB, originally surmounted by as many ijillms supporting the upper 
storey. Thnse stone pillar bases of the upper storey answering to them in 
number, but not quite in relative posit ion, were foutid (^impacted together 
by means of fntcrvtming pavement sbbs forming a hnc line of masonry, 
which, especially in its cciitml part, had somewhat sagged down below its’ 
original tevel. This Itas been preserved (slightly raised, to its original 
level;, by means of bride piers built above the lower pillar bases. 
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ThL- South and West wall* of the njotn wen? coivtitructei] of rabble 
masonry, but the Xorib w’alt showed fine limcsione blocks above and 
below. In the North-West comer was another dyorway leading to a .small 
court which served as a light area. To the right of Uus CKit the upper 
limestone courses bad sunk a good deal, and bet^veen them and the lower 
courses was a space filktl with earth and nibble. This subisltlencr was *lue 
to the fact that tlw whole upper |Hrt of this North wall had bc'eii 
originally supported on wftodcii Iwams amJ piilara fortiung the frame-work 
of a targe double window opening on to the Court, and thus giving 
sufficient light to die room- The limestone blocks above the originnl 
window open Fug were jihniographed suit! numbered in their relative 
|H)sitions and replaced at their origitial level abese a new' supportiTig wall, 
on the cement facing of which the form of Uie window was traced^ The 
somewhat naive trust of the Jdindaii builtlens in the strength atid dursbitity 
of wcKulen sup{)OrU at le^t bears witness to the masstreness of the timber 
employed. In the prt^U case ihcre was not even a flanking pillar of 
stanc by the doorway os might natucatly have been cx|icctcd. 

The walls of the Hor"m of the I’tastcr Couch Jiarl lost their stucco 
covering, but the remains of a fine dwlo of g}'p5um slpibs, s meire!’ high 
iuid t'2f> broad, wem visible found the ikiiijtb and West walls and above 
this a gap for wooden beams, which we may infer ti* Iiavc been originally 
marked by :t painted frhaie of spials and rosettes like that of the adjoining 
Corridor and Hath Room. 

The North-West door of tlwx * Room of the J’iaster Couch * gave aeces.^ 
as aliendy stalerl to a small Court ( 4 'S® metres Ntrrth-South by j'fo 
East-West j which serves as its light area. The walls of ibis Court, except 
the spaces reserved for the windowjj, were ut fitic Ifmcsione blocks with the 
usiliit gap for woodwork about 2 meures from the floor Along the foot of 
the Nortli ^vall was a projecting oourse, which ^nns, when coated wiili its 
original stucco covering, to have been used as a scat. 

On tlic East Wail of tliis Court was a second double window like that 
looking cut from the Room of the Plaster Couch, giving light, in this case, 
to an alcove amt to the Corridor leading towartls the Jfall of the 
Colonnades. The dowel holes in the stones that formed the sill of this 
window, about 40 centimetres above the floor Icvd, clearly sbonied hw 
the wooden posts-^two side posts and one in the centre—had been arranged. 
Conskkr^tble remains of Ihc^ and the massive lintel ab«jve were indeed 
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found in a cafEmiitcd condttinii mnidiit the debris which had worked Its 
wiiy Into this openi ng and hctped to *nrpport the limestone blocks a box's. 
It WAS thus possible to restore the whole framework nf the windows, 



Window, 


the somcn-hnt sunken limestone courses ahox-c beitiig raised to Hieir 
original position (sec l-'jg. ji). 

An intcfftiting feature of the limestone blocks of this small Court was 
the repetitiort of a sign like a two pronged fork with two cross^lirtes between 
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the prongs—^sometimes reduced to a single crossdme—(Fig. and if), 

But this mark has a peculiar interest from the fact that it recurs in some- 
tvhat fuller and more reaiisttc form among the signs of the picto^aphic 
Cretan series I^Fig. 32 o, fi). It ts seen tn this case acconipianted by a sort of ^ 
pendant and tn my first account of the Cietait pictographs I had becrii 
inclined to regard it as some kind of Ju/rMft/. That is a possible vicw» but 
it seems to me to be more natural to r^fard It as a simple representation 
of a forked distaff with the thread and pendant spindle ^—a type of distaff 
which may still be seen in the hands of the peasant wonted in ports of 
Southern Europe. 

The distribution of this sign on the Palace blocks is inierc^titig. It 
only occurs in connexion with this ‘Domestic Quarter.’ It is frequently 
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repeated on the South wall of the light-area of the Hall of the Colonnades 
above and bdtmv the double window looking Into it from the back 
Staircase of thb region. It is found Again in the Queen's Meguron on 
one of the door^jambs. the left on cnteringT lading to the pris'ate staircase;, 
while the corresponding door-Jiimb on th* rigtil shmva tlic Doubk Axe. 

Can it'^bc regarded as a sign of * the spindle side' and » distinguishing 
mark of the chambers somewhat specially set apart for w'omen P. Or* if we 
an: joitificd In belicting that the marks on the Palace blocks have a 
consecratmg value, can it he, tike the distaff and spindle attributed to the 
Ilian Ath^d, and pcrliap the spindle u-Itorbof pre-historic Troy, a sign of 
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female divinity ? It!i assodati<m with tbe Double Axe >ign, the emfatefn 
of the tutelar}' male divinity of the Palace, points that way% but it; this 
case Itxr it would be s|M!ciaI]y appropriate for the Women's Quarter, 

From the repetition of this sign on the walls of the small court with 
which we are dealing, U has seemed appro[wjatc to name it the ' Court of 
the DUtafis/ There is no reason,however, for siupposing that in its finished 
state these marks—which tx /^^Aesi were a sign of consceration for the 
material, like tlw dedications on DahyIonian bridci—were visible to the eye. 
It seems probable that in all eases the fine llmestunc masonry of the small 
courts that serve as light areas in the Palace was brightened by a coating 
of painletl stucco jiartly perhaps reproducing the lines of the stone-work, 
like the earlier 'Oscan * style of w-alt-paintlng at PompeiL At Phacstos the 
limestone blocks of the outer Western wall showed abundaru traces of the 
red-coloured plaster W'ith which they had been ori^nally adorned. 

Part of a male figure in painted stucco found In this Court, and llte 
loin-cloth of another with a brilliant tieedteivork design of fiowers and 
Kctwork* that lay near the doorway of the adjuitiing room, os wdlas a bull's 
foot in painted jfrrjce* db/v, seem on the other hand mther to belong to the 
decoration of the usual rabble walls of the interior rooms or galleries. For 
ivc should naturally suppose that the coloured ornamentation of good 
masonry would be architectonic rather than pictorial In character, 

S(»mcwhat above the original floor ic\iel both in die Court and in the 
adjoining Room of the Plaster Seal were found abundant remains of rough 
.Mycenaean pots—many of them 'Stirrup Vases' with octopuses painted 
on them—belonging to the Period of Re-occupition, At a lower level 
were found pkecs of better Palace fabric. The most Tomarkablc ceramic 
find, made a little above the floor level of the Cnurt of the DistaflEs, was a 
fine glajsed and pointed fragment showing part of an inscription in throe 
linear characters of somew hat exceptional form (Fig. 55). This inscription, 
painted on the vase with the rest of its decoralitMi bcfCFTc the firing, recalls 
the inscribed vases of Classical Greece and is the only* specimen hitherto 
knowm belonging to the ’ Mycenaestn Period’ 

The doorway at the North-East corner of the Room of tlic Plaster 
Couch leads by a double turn—analogous to that in connexion ivilh its 
South-East door—to a passage of about the same dimensions as the Corridor 
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of the Fainted Pifki^t on the other sid«% but with a ooinent flcx>r m place of 
Simcrtone sjab$. This pas^ge. lit by the Soutlicm half of the wmdow of the 
adjoimng Court, passes on the left the opening of a rectangular aJeove, tlie 
Jfghting €>f which effected bj^ the iS^orthem half of the same window^ 
This a!co\'c wa$ very probably nerved for attctvdants or guards. 

Bcj'ond thisy lEmnediately on the rightt is a door access to 

what is undoubtedly the (nose secluded room in thia quarto- of the 
Palace, described below fhc Treasure Chamber^ to the contents and 
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character of which wc shall reiiira Some six metres further on, the passage 
takes a turn at dght angles to the left, and passing a kind of store cop- 
boarrt--that of the ivory statuettes—and the eiitfance to a back stair¬ 
case (see Section |8) emerges through a door-ppening, on to the Inrter 
corm:f of the Hall of the Colonnades. Through this Hall access would 
tiitas be gained either 10 the Quadruple Slatrcase and Central Court or by 
means of the lower East-West Coirtdor to the small roorns beyemd its 
Eastern end^ occupied in all probability by slaw or attemlanu. This 
unpaved back piissiige fmm the Room of the Plaster Couch must have 
been largely used the ^tervtce parage to the Domestic Quarter of the 
Palace. 

Quantities of clay seal tmpressjoits, derived from the tipper storey, 
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wen found above the floor Icvd of this from near the door of the 

Private Treajiury onwards. Near the enUrance to the Hall of the Coluti- 
nailtss there alito came to light .some curious ciny labels, repeating tlte same 
lineal inscription ami flgures aiul showing the impression of thick string 
with pruintnerit twisted strands running through them, which lutd doubtless 
served to sccutc luige packages or bales. 

Througbeut all this seetio0 the walls of the Corridor, which ascended 
welt above the upper floor level, were In a dangerous condition, neccssl* 
iBitng the construction of two brick arches. Jn odditton to this, stone 
plShuA had to be built on each ude of the docn'Way kadlng to the 1 tall of the 
Colonnades, above which were laid iron Inrs to support the upper walltng. 


g 18, TtlE TRJl^lSCItE CllAMIlKk ANl> TflE DeTOSIT OF IVORV FlCtTREP. 

The secluded room already Teferrod to as openirig off the back passage 
behind theKwm of the i'lastcr Couch was. certainty the rnmost nook of 
tins part of the building, and rrotii )!ic dilTtculties that beset Its approach, 
and a certain mystery attaching In it, h was jocosely spoken of fn the course 
of die excavations as ’the Lair' its upper part was choked with debris 
from A chamber above It id the same square form, canlaining a nuiss of 
day seal impresrions, an ttHltcatk»i that arthives had been originally de- 
(KMtted in this upper chamber. Ab^ive these agaitt was n stratum full of 
broken stirrup vases and other' ^lyocnoeon' fiots of the usual rough clajts, 
showing that, like the neighbouring upper rooms, it had been n^ed as a 
store rnoni for these vessels iji tlie period nrKtsoccupation. 

'i'he room itself contained the evidence of a gradual rising the 
flnor>1c>el, the upper Icvci. which was of stampe<i earth, not very dearly 
marked, being 35 centimetres above 1 Itiwer flooring. But the most 
interesting ami unique feature wa» the foandation of this lower flow. It 
conshted of solid tttn«toiie blocks forming a bedding over the whole room 
and THsir ilie Wisl wail moling over a main diaitL This solid if some* 
what rough flooring suggists the idea that it may have been a precautionary 
measure againsl any one trying to enter the room from belcnv by means of 
the large ’tone conduit. The tevnei ol this layer of iimestone bloc la was 
about 80 centimetres bdow the top of the sumc bases of the door jambs. 

Except for the doorway tlaclf, there was no opening into the roent. 
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and U roust have beai qoitie dark. TWs circiumstance exfilaiiu the 
discoveiy on the Soww floor level, near the South-West comer, of a 
pcdcstafled lamp of steatite of the tisual MEnOan class. 

The possibility suggested by the seclusion of this chninbcr» and the 
iwUd blocks of the floor, lltat It was used as a reposUoiy for valuables—a 
kind of private treasury or waidrobc—was borne out by the flnds truwle 
iMSlr the earlier floor level, flere, espedally near the North-East and 
South-West comers, were found a variety of cihiccts of gold, hronic. ivory, 
porcelain, rock crystal and other materials, Tlie gold here foinul rncutly 
consisted of quantities of thin plate or leaf, such as was applied to the 
surface of various material"* by ihc l*alace artificers. There was also found. 
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however, a solid hearl'shaped jewel with a perfaration showing that it was 
used aa a pendant (Fig. 34> It ti of the same form as a Mjecnaran 
amcthj'St gem. with an intaglio rcpresotiting a flying esgic and possibly 
linear characters below, obtained by me from the site of Knomos in l 
and a sintiiar pendant in oortielian came to light near the Olive Press Ar^ 
Among the other objects found in this deposit may be fncntloncd the 
foltowing: 

Bronve MisciuBeni* (with gulil plate adhering) and, beluw, carbantied 
pedvips for a cuket (nee hrfow Ftes, s 

Wing and k|; of on ivory gri&i, uui botil oppoRntlv. of lion. 

Fragnnrots of ivory omamcnlK. uichalnig part of a bracelet corcawd ««h thin 

l^aru of boll's head of ' potoclaiii * with gold lubo fo* hot™ and Wuv gUai 

eyi3. 

IKecei of an ivory culti, , 

PoreebiTn pbuTues for inby, a great vaiiety, including rosetust, pwees resetiihting 

>■ VnfMm /MiltgrafAr, Ae.. p. ta (iSik Tig. A 
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oval shields: oihe« of A ihapci sevcnU with marts aod number on tJidr 
uTulcnkle^ 

i ftsper pocomfd of a sword of dogger. 

’art or a bowl of roek^rptal (see below), 

Crjrstal plaqiics for inlaying. 

ciJl»*Miis«l wood jicrhaps belonging to « box inlaid with porcelain 

Miniata^ bronw BMs with plaie attaching (see below n, loi, his- SS).* 
aiiachill^ broiwe hlarU periiaiis represeming ewords, golrf plate 

™h j®*"!:. paintiiiga in a oitniature atyle; one showing 

S7! IheMhc . pfecc 

Tlic last mentioneil objects, notably the miniature Double Axes, look 
aa if {Kin of the tteaaufe hat} been removed here from a shrine, it Beems 
even jxjsaible; in view of tlie miniature temple of terra cotta, found in the 
Earlier I’alare chamber («c above, p. 28 that the miniature friere 

with this sacred emblem belonged to a portable * satseUuin ‘ with stucco 
decoration. 

A still more iHaportant d4i«n.*CTy threw further light on the character 
of the valuables origmally deposited in this small 'Treasury,’ Under the 
^nd flight of the bach stairway [to be described below), there seems to 
ave been a kind of closet, fii metres wide, with its opening at tlic comer 
of the (lassagc, about six metres beyond the door of the room with which 
we haw been dealing. The front of the opening of this stair^upboard 
was shut in beltw by a bw stone breastwork, the top of which was about 
85 centimetres above the floor of the pa«age By the time of the 
Rc-occupation, the lower part of the closet within this barrier hod been 
^ly choked with earth, and at about ;o centimetres from its ortetiial 
flwir was tiaceable a second floor 1«^, upon which were found several later 
Mj'cenaean amphorae and a stimjp vase with octopus decoration, 

Below this late, but stfll Myxenaean floor levd was a stratum of 
dqi^t ^e 30 r^timetres ir> thickness, covering the remains of vxs»els 

rer^L^ '-are with two 

vc^ca ^dl«i. .dentr«a. except for the absence of painted decoration. 

wl*thisi*ha«tov* Immediately 
below this deposit of'Trar«ttk.nal MinAait ■ vessels there came to light the 

remaiiLs of a sitoea of .vory figiues together with other objects, lowing 

- P* ™»“l ihecnmiT brllre toiine. 

creici, iVehwiwit^ |)k 107^ F%. ^ 
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tliat this had origin ally been one and the saine deposit with that of the 
UttJe Tfeastire Room alieady mentioned. There was here, for instance, part 
of a arystfll bowl of which another piece that fitted on to it was found with 
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the other deposit Here also occuircd part of a set of fittings, perhaps 
from a casket, made of broiue in some cases partly m'erbid with gold 
plate, with coTved termhiBtiona—same suggestive of a mane—and nail dike 
projections for attachment on their under side, of which oUwr example* 
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found in thii ndgfabouring chamber (Figs* 35, 36). Stmilar phces of 
punndain iniay and an abundance of the same thin gold plate also came 
to light iq this deposit. 

Of much greater importance, hiJVfcvefi^ were the rraries found, in¬ 
cluding.; besides decorative pieces aitd an &x<}uisite[y carved wing of a bird, 
remams of human figures. When found these were in a vt*ty friable oon- 
dftkm, but they were at once soaked in a solution of vmn and paralfiTi at a 
high terfipcrature, by whicJsi means a good deal ofiheir orrginai consistency 
was restored anil their fturface at the same tinte cleared of impurities^ 
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The most naiiaikdbleof these ivories beJmigcd to a series of figures 
of j-outfL^possiWy in one c»f>e of a girl^cli of whom apparetiUy »in 
the act of les(iiiig with extendetl arms and head thrown back. Only m 
one case (Males 1 1 . anti 1 [ I.) was CToiigh of the irtink preserved to admit of 
the reconstitation of the whole figure The waist ahme-which has bc«. 
supplied ty wax-^was here vranting. It was evidently, as fn all die Palace 
figures, vco- narrow, and « strong presumption arises that it vras surrounded 
by a metal bniHL The thin gold plate found «*ith the figures further 
suggests that the usual loin cloth, which was certainly not wanting was 
supplied by iumeans. On this and other cxam^« the hair was reproduced 
in a curioits manner by means of curling bronze w-ires with rematrts of gold 
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plaiing odhenng to ihc bronze, scvcrul of which we^e found F^. 37 ^how?* 
on eXAntpIe of one of iliese locks, somrivhaf corroded, still attached to a 
head. In Fig. 3S onlj^ the holes are shown. In this case ihert: was 
cx’idcnily a row of shorter curls over the forehead. In several cases curving 
anklets and bracelets of the shape worn by the youths of the Froecssion 
Fresco arc seen in relief round the ankles and svrists, 'i'he foot-gear 
consists of elegant shoet Ujiering 10 a slightly upturned point 

I hc figures n cfe not cut out of solirl pieces of iTOrj*, the fore-artns being 
attached by means of Jaants and iiockets in the manner illustrated by the 
specimen shown in Fig, 391 The height of the best preserved figure U 
2.S'7 ccniimeires fabout 1 inches). From what has been said above it 
appears that these ivories were tn a certain reitse chTyselcphantine, and the 
question naturally suggests itself—was the ivf/rj' itself tinted 7 No trace 
of this ts at present discernible, bat tJie passion for colour is such an 
universal characteristic of Min6an Art, that it ts probable that the rnnle 
figures at any rale were originally stained of a ruddy hue, 

Tlie life, the freedom, the //iwi of tliese ivory bgurcs is nothing short 
of marv'clloiis and in some reflects seems to overpass the limits of the 
sculptor'a art Thegfaceful fling of the legs arvd a^m^ the backward bend of 
the head and body give asenscofuntmmmelleri motion, to a certain extent 
aitatnable in painting or relief, but which k is hard to reconcile with the 
fixity of position inherent in statuary in the round. Ho%v w'eic such figures 
Auppr>rtcd? Not certainly by their taper feet or delicate fingers. It 
may be conjectured tiiat they were in each ease actually suspended from 
the girdle in a downward slantiiig position b^' ttteans of fine gold wires or 
ehaiits, recallrng in this the of Hellenistic jewellery and tetracotias. 

Tire naturalhitic treatment of the indiviilual parts of the body Ls quite 
ill keefdng with the animated aptiearancc of the whole. The set of the 
arms and shouUlcrs and the wdl-dcveloped breast of the figure seen in 
I'latcs 11. and lit. point to careful physical traiiiing, and iheslcnikr limbs 
reveal great sinmvy strength, though in some examples the treatment of 
the flesh is softer, and may. as niggested above, be due to a difference uf 
sc-N- The arni represented in J'Hg. 31) gives a good idea of ihe fidelity' in 
detail. While the ilevelopmeot of the lowkW pan ot the biceps and of the 
succeeding supinator musdc are hoe well indicated, the extensors of the 
wrist and hatirl are shimTi tn full action, and the veins of the back of the 
hand and even the finger-nails arc mitmtely rendcfcti. 
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These youthfal figures arc athlctk’—not to say acit(batic«m their 
f>ature, anti certain parallels preen(ccl by the Palace wdl-fiaintings, as well 
as by a series of gem impressJems, seem to connect them in the most 
unmistakable w-ay with the favourite S]ioirt of the Minivan arena—the bnlh 
•Jrapplfog scenes, of whicli the Thessalian raupottaffa^ta may be tefiarded 
as A kindred survivat. 

It has been possible this season to reconstitute the remains of a fresco 
panel, exhibititig one of the scene* described, from the Chamber which 
apparently overlooked the Court of the Olive S|ioul, to which reference 
was made in the Report of 1901 . This desiipi reproduces a complete /attr 
dt fan^ of the Palace Circus. A girl lorcador in cotvboy costume is 
caught under the arm-pits by the horns of ,1 charging butt and is evidently 
in titc act of being toss«!. A youth, who seems aircady to liave been 
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thnf^i into the air, is seen perfcwTriing a somersattU over tire animal’s back, 
while a jjirJ bctiind, perhaps intended to be standing in the middle of tlie 
arena, hold.s out both hands as if to cateh the fjydng figure. In other 
ca3es,as most frequently on gem*, wc sec various versiems of the Tirynthian 
picture of the youth springing from above and seising the bull'ii Imrns in cow¬ 
boy fashion. It is probable that ihe ivorj- figures belong tu one or mher 
of these repncsentaiions. Tlic in which, in turn examples at least, the 
licarl and ujipcr part of the body is thrown back closely recalls the acro¬ 
batic figure of the painted panel described, but the legs there are also both 
bent back, os fn the execution of a backward someniauU. whereas, m the 
care of the ivoiyv one is extended, li is to be noted that the fimdi ajut 
musics of the neck as shown in the seftarate head on Plates [Land III. 
indicate A downward posttion, and the youtli reproduced on the same 
Plates must also be regarded as in tlu? act of leaping down. 
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S 19.—Back Rooms ok Dom»jstic Quakteii; Um'eh-Flook. <Tjie 

WOODEX STAlkCASE AXii ROOMS OF TtlE AKCHIVES AXl> OF THE 
' STt)KK rtENCi!.) 

The back Corritfor mentioiietJ abo^i: » IcAifin^ from the Room of the 
Plaster Couch to the 11 alt of the Colonnades passes on the Icfl. immedi¬ 
ately before reaching the latter destinatmo, the slwll of what was beyond 
a)] doubt another staircase. ITiis is enclosed in an oblong space, with a 
dividing wall betw^een the tivo flights, leaving at its West end a space for 
tlic hoit landing. The gradual rise of the stairs Is further marked by lower 
and higher waits built for Lheir support and by landing blocks aitswcr- 
ing to those found clscwlierc. The staim themselves wfcrc (ft this cas* wanting 
and there is every reason for supposing that they were marie of wood. 

This wooden staircase tvas lit, no far as its first tivo flights ore conceded, 
by the double window already mentlomxl as opening in the upper part of 
the South wall of the Hall of the Colonnadesi. Bdow the socoiiii flight of 
stairs was the closet that contained the pwemus deposit of h-orio. At 
the top of this ^ond flight to the left is another square landing block, 
and there can be little doubt that two more flights origin ally teri up fmm 
this point to ihirti storey rooms above. The landing to w'hich this second 
flight of stairs immediately Jed gave access though a doorway—of which the 
two jambs remain iasita —to the room which originflUy existed immediately 
above the lower covered part of the I tall of the Colonnades. Like the 
room formerly cxisjftig above the Halt of the Double Axes, this too is thus 
linked on to the upper floor sv’stem of the * Domestic Quarter.' 

Scvtsral interesting fragments of decorative fresco, itiduding pitrtof a 
triglyph frieze, had found their way into the Morthern division of thestair- 
ca,se. partly perhaps through the window opening on the adjoining Hall of 
the Colonnades, and it is probable that the>' hatl originally formed part id 
its ornamentation. .V ctirious slab of porphyt^'-tike limestone, of grotesque 
outline, iierhaps part of a scat, wav also found here. 

Throughout this staircase area—for the most pari above the level of 
the finit landing—netc found quantities of seal impressioos, generally some¬ 
what broken. By this time however the c>ies of the workmen ftpccially 
trainerl for this task had become so riuicfc iliiit vray few fragments escaped 
their first examination of die earth and icmained for subsequent detection 
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by means of the sieve. This deposit of seal impnessjons was contiauous 
with that «f the adjoining corridor and extended thence to the upper 
strata of the neighbouring Treasure Chamber. In that case the\' had 
certainly ralleti through with the collapse of the floor from the similarly 
shaped room anstvering to it above. On the other hand further seal im* 
piessions, together with aoinc inscribed tablets referring to granaries, were 
found beyond the IfTast wall of tlw same upper room and above the level 
of the balustnwte of the adjoining Hath Chamber. It thus appears fairly 
certain liiai the centre whence these sealings were originally derived must 
be nought irt this chamber which, like the Treasure Chamber below, was of 
the nature of a store-room^ without any aeoe^ or opening except a single 
rlixir. At the time of the Ke-occupation this, like otlier upjjcr chambers 
near, had been used as a store-room for Stirrup Vases and amphorae of 
the usual ’'mature’ Mycemcan type, and it wai probably owing to thta 
that large numbers of «r other earlier documents that had accumu- 
1at«t here were thrown out and fouiiU their way Into the staircase and 
other adjacent nooks. 

We may therefore regard this vciy'extcidilve deposit of seal impres¬ 
sions—die most considerable ycl found in the b\iilding--as having been 
derived from the room in quetiott, which was evidently set apart for 
some kind of archives. None of tlicse seals iA*cre countermarkefl like 
some of those found efsewbere in connexion with remains of chests 
containing deposits of inscribed clay tablets. On the other hand the 
broken conditicm of a huge number seems to show that they uerc atiaclied 
to ducumeiiis, in many cases perhaps coirespondcnce, inscribed on sotne 
jxrishable materials, such as the palm leaves, which, according to the 
Cretan traditfnit, served an tJie earliest material for writing. 

The interesting di-scovny described In a succeeding Sectitm (25) of 
day cups contaming for tlie first time ink*wriucii in^ptions throws a 
new light f*n the character of these vanished writings. 

The clay impressions include a great variety of subjects, many of 
which are reitcaled from the same real. 

Among the classes of subject represented may be mentioned the 

Muir r>mniiy lictiimt:n liiwis- 

Seaticd tkiddirH, with Iron in fitirrt nn rods, 

I.iowhiadKl juid oUw * JlJwjdHjn*,' h some cases tiolding poinied vc^l. 
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I’DjtB of cull WOKS and of a iluinic wiih sacral Homs~ 

Gnnn) oT four douhk axes, syminirtnGilly arranged {sec Fig. 61, p. 103.) 
Ciiiilma. 

Comjposite monsters, man^oius. &c. 

Gnrop of thiw: wamore with (^shaped shiclda, spcais and iKshcd bclniet!i (m 

Fig- +0' , , 

Group of three shields of similar form. 

Forearm and hand holding lily tpmy (tee Fig 4>>> 

Lku) and Hated pilton 
Boy milking cow. 

Scei^ of the Tlufrete/Au/rw {weFig. 43).^ 

Animals: sometimes in groups: ■ gtcot variety. 

Flyk^Ssh' 

A * school' *f dolphins, 

Grains of coni. 

The .small fragment ^ a seal impression giifcn in Fig, 40 is of special 
interest,as. it seems to contain part of the impresaioii of a cyiiiKlcr shonji'ing 
late Babylonlao inSucnct 
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The consideration of the raligiaus scenes and hgures—notably the 
Dmm^s — nrpfieicnted on these- setllings must be reserved ior another 
occastoit. The groups of wamort, such u that shown in Rg. 4I, give the 
best idea as yet obtaiitahle of the mQftery amle of KtMJssioii life—which in 
the palace at least b by no means bt the rorqjmtmrL The pointed 
helmet, composed of various bands, recalls a small ivqiy helmet found on 
the West side of the PaJao^ twii in this case no cheek-piece is visible; 
otherwiiie it recalls the hcarl-gear of a warrior on the aiU'cr rasc-fragmcnl 
from Mycenae, The liand tmd forcann grasping a lily spray seen in 
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Ftf. 4J has a curiously moctcm aspect A biacdct is seen louiui the 
wrist The male: figure (Fig. 43) ]JCfforming a hackwarcl somersault mcr 
the bacli of a gallopitig bull may throw a side-light on the ivudo. 

The staircase wall by the adjoining upper corridor had evidenUy, from 
the character of its matcrral, been partly reconsmicted at a late period in 
the histOfj' of building. Here, K^eihcr with the usual rubble, were a 
numJxa' of worked blocks—smne exhibiting sawn section.% cooststing of 
Spartan basalt or htpts LacrdiKmovias, a rock apparently utdenown in 
Cret^ which had beett imported from Mount Taygetms for decomtivu 
purpo«e& This material seems indeed to have been a favourite om; of the 
Min^n gem engravers. 

The upper Corridor m question bad originally followed the line of the 
passage below from the thaiatu^, already mentioned as built over the East 
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half iif the Hal! of the Culonnadcsv past the stairs and the Room of die 
Archives, On jMssing the hcatl of the wooden stutnase, we found on this 
upper p-issage a second doorway, the stone Jamb* of which are ptrsierved. 
At this point the passage tanus. Tike that below, leaving mi the left the 
door of the Room of the Archives and thus approaches a chamber of 
which there are consideiabte remains, situated above that with the plaster 
couch, and which, from its most conspicuous feature, is here called the 
Room of the 5tune Bench. On the lower iloor the course of the corre> 
sponding passage is broken by the latrine, here however it is continuous, 
liassing the ctwr of the Room of the Stone IJcndi and a double light 
<.ipciHng from it marked hy limestone i»iilar bases. In this way, through 
another doorway, both the jambi and stone threshohl of which arc wtil\ 
pressed (see Mg. 44), it reaches the Upper Comdor comsponding to the 















So A. J. KvAN'h 

lower section that contained the painted jHtftiH, and Bttalljr etnesgra on the 
system of rooms above the Queco'i Megaron. 

On the East wall of this Upper Corridor, flanking the roam of the 
Sttme Bench, a tiie urigmaJ red stucco coating was btill 

visible. The Room of the Stone Bench tloubHess tlcrived its light fixitn 
a double window looking on to the Court of the Distaffs and juiswcrTng 
to that already described on the IcHuvr floor. Considciablc remains of the 
slabs of the ui^ flt^or were here preservcrl, especially near the West wall, 
and here the stone bench frojn which the room has been named still atoori 
at Its original level fsec Fig. 44). it has two pilasters on its front and 
rctetnbles (he benches of the Room of (he Cotitcim Bases and of tl)C 
Throne Room. I| has been jjoasihle in part to reconstitute the subiiificd 
area of the pavement (Fig. 44>. 

It is noticeable that, since there was no occasion to reserve so much 
space on the Eastern side of this room as was below uccnpiMi by the door of 

the latnne, the siingle dooiway communi¬ 
cating with the Upper Corrhlar is wider 
than that below, and the plltar base> 
thus do not correspond in position with 
those of the ground ftoor. The absence 
of the latrine on this side stsems to have 
been made up for b>‘ 3 similar coH' 
VGiiience in the SW. corner of the room, 
There is an as<xiidrng step and dconvay^ 
leading to a quite small closet from 
which a square stone shaft (A on plan, 
p. 82, descends to a drain passage 
below the level of the tower door. 
There are strong reasons for bclrc^’itig 
that ibii shaft was originally continued 
to the level of ihc Central Court and 

FBI. Colo Fhu nsceived its surface waters on this ride. 

It would be didicitlt however to assign 
any intelligible meaning to die small chamber which stand* in such direct 
relation with tlw descending diatn shafi, unices n-c suppose that it had 
an outlet into it for the pas.sage of ordure or other tvasic matf»n n K The 
closet seems in fact to have served as another smalt lairttut 
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On the South af the Roum of the Stone Bench h a bay commiitiicating 
by a doorway* both jambs of which are preserved m with a small 
.square akovc beyond. Beneath the floor of this annexe Ls a small square 
chamber, in the bottom of which npen^ atiother dmin-shart Thi^ chamber 
could only have been apprrmichcd by sfiine kJod of trap door in the floor 
above, m^fhed in Fig. 44 by the break in the iv^nfititutcd pavement. 

Finati}'* outside the double doorway of the annexe to the Room of 
the Stone Bench to tlic South, another stone shaft going fknvn to the 
drain below. Its mouthy whtdi lay partl>- between the jambi of the Noithern- 
mo!^t of the two doortiays of the above room^ was covered hy a stone slabn 
Partly in the lowt^r piirt of ihb shaft, which descends metres, and partly 
in the neighbouring |> 3 rt of the cloaca belowv wwe found the bone *fish^ 
for inlaying, w'ith incised signs, many of them tt^nibUng the letters of the 
later Greek alphabet.^ 

Near the smail tipper latrine was found a gotd-flsh of t'Ciy natumlisttc 
execution^ of whidi an enlarged reptesenTation ts seen in Fig. 4^. It h 
possible that this may have been taken from ilw Treasure Chamber. 


§ ia^DRAINAGI SVSTEM AIC0 SANITARV AfcttANGEMESTS OF TJIE 

I>:>MrLSTJC QUAKTEft. 

Itt the whole sinactune of the Palace, nothing b more remarkable 
than the elaborate drainage sj'stem that runs throughout the " Domestic 
Quarter/ nnd adjoining halls. The f»toiie shoAs, already mentiDned as 
descending from the upper flocrrs, lead down to a well-built stone conduit with 
flat covering slahsw Threuglioui the greater part of its coursfic it is about a 
meire in height and half that width, so that a man can eoi^ily make hts 
w^ayatong it The inner surface of the conduit was originAlly coated with 
cement A plan of the shafts and neighbouring drains h shown in Fig. 46, 
wid a Election drawn thmugh shafts A and B appears in Fig* 47* 

Two short hnmehes of thi^ $ys\jcm permeate the back rooms of the 
Domestic Quarlerj one of which starts from fmmedlatel)'^ below the shaft 
marked A in the plan (Fig.4d)* white liie other litad^ frtim a section of wall 
between the Quadruple Staircase and the Hall of the Colonnades. Shaft At 
as noticed in the preceding Section, was certiLijiJy constructed to receive the 
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surfaice of the scljacetit Ar«& af ttuc Cd^tml Court, and it is probable 

that a ahaft or |iipc ran tip the vralt at the gtarting ptriiit of the other 
braitch of (he lower conduit, which by Us means received the ooliccted 
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drajnn4^ of the roofs of the tie^hbouring hall» and stniicase. Both 
branches show a continuous gnul^ ttcsocfnl with an uccasionn! step down. 

At the point where C, the Easternmost of three shafts shown in the 
plan,—which may also Imve served at times as a roan hole;—strikes the 
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united couir!ie tjii the tiA'O short branches already mentioned, the stone conduit 
turns at right angles and continues in an Easterly direction, skirting the 
Southern borders of the Queen's Mcgaroit, and the adjoining portico oF the 
Hall of the Double Axes. Here it is joined bj’ a tributary drain, the 
ultimate source of which was apparently the Court of the DislajTs, and 
which received in succession the drainage of the light wells of the Hall 
of the Colonnades and of the Double Axes. With each f.uccessii.'e drainage 
area its capacity increases, nnd from the light welt of the Hall of the Double 
Axes oiwards. the passage is large enough for a man to emu*] along it. 

At a ]ioint about seven metres East of the S.E. pillar ofthe roiticoofthe 
Hall Ilf the Double .Axes another ttibutor)' stone drain runs into the 
main conduit fixiin the North, in this Northern branch a quantity of 
paioterl pottery', of the finest Later i^alacc style, was fotind,;at the very 
beginning of tlic excavations to 1900, 

Beyund this point the siope rapidly descends, and the further course 
of the main conduit Is broken oft, 

[n cortsiilering the clflhoratc drainage system of this quartered' the 
I'rttacc, it is well to remcinbcr that its primary edjjea was to aHbrtl a means 
of escape For the surface waljers. The rains of Crete are often even tiow 
torrential, and in the Mindan E’eriod, when the country no doubt wan 
much belter wooded, the rainfall must tiavc iscen greatly in excess of 
what it b at the ]tresent time. The main conduit below the ground floor 
level of this t*at3ce region answers both in structute and capacity to the 
large stone drain that runs down from ihc Northemi Entrance Pasage and 
which, beyond all possibility cd* doubt, was principalLy devised toeflfect a 
passage for the surface waters of that end of the Central Court. In the 
.‘wrmc way 'Shaft A' of the Eastern system received those that accumulated 
on this part of Its aiea. So too the Northern of the two branches on this 
side seenns^ a-s we have seen, to have acted as a channel for the water 
ci^lected from the itrofs of the great adjoining halls. 

The main conduits below were thus periodically flusEicd at times with 
a great force of water, ami Eacilitics were in this way afforded for the 
removal of ordure and waste materials Of these facilities the Mititiaii 
architect skilfully availcrl himself by bringing into connexion wtih this 
^lem of surihee water drainage various conveniences of a sanitary nature, 
some of which in thdr elaborate character can hardly find a poraTlei {q 
the Ancient Wcxld 
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II has aJrcady been noticed that shaft A on the second floor 

throug^h a small detached chamber, which may jiartly be su|}])Odwd to havie 
serv'ed the purpcin: of a latrine As to the u^ge to which shafts B and C 
were pnt, the evidence is not so clear; it may however be assumed that 
they served the purgioM of moricm stiih^ prfha(>s in one cr tiie other case 
in connexion with coimarj' preparation. The convenience of cither as a 
man-hole giving ococas to the main conduit below is aliur obvious, the 
descent to it by this means, an \ Ifitow by personal experience, being by 
no means didicuU. 

But the most dabomte stnicttinr irt connexion with the drainage 
system b unquestionably to be found in the small clowt, with its 
partittnii walls on either side consisting of double slabs of gypsum, that 
r.rfjcns ofT the koum of the Blaster Cotich. There can be no doubt tlmt 
this small chamber senTd as a latrine. 

The inlrrhw arrangement of this c)a%t will best be gathered from 
the plan and section (Tig. 4 S)l I'rotn the groove iridtcatcd in the wall- 
slab there seems to have been a wrxxJen seal at the bncic of the com¬ 
partment, apfwrcjitly with » stone foot-rest in front of it lihe tbar on 
which the throne standi The height of the scat moreover, nihwing for 
its upper slab, w ouiri have bnm about $; centimetres from the ground or, 
w ithin a centimetre, the same as the throne. 

L'p to a lliile beyond the «mer line of this seat, the latrine is jm^-ed 
with g^qKnm slabv, but beyond this limit the stnne pavement ceases and 
this space Kcms to have been in part at least open, thus giving access to 
a driiin passage beluw; rtijic dram passage wi ihe one side communicates 
by a jinail o[Kning with the North brsnich of the main rirain, on ihs otlwr 
by a sloping chatntcl with a bole in the pavement slab outside the closet 
door, which aeems to haw been made use of as a means of lluahiBg this 
chaiiuel. k is to be obsarved that the entrance to the main drain is not 
below the middle of the seal, but tm one -iidc of it, It looks as if this 
asymmetrical arrangeinent was devised to Icatie a orr the other 

side of the bench upon ivhicb to rest n water vetist;} for flushing the main 
opening of what must certainly have been a latrine. 

The curious curii-ed projeeiion coated with cement which juts forth 
from the wall immediaidy below this main opening is vay enigmatic. It 
may almost be suspected that there was here a btiUncc flap. 

In an3- ease it may be taken a* certain that both the apertures wm 
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clffited extemally by slabs, like the dntin'Shaft C i^hcfl discoven^j;. lo 
the clRu\^ of the diains fitam pcnctfating into the adjoining 
rooiRS. Iti this connexion it may be obscrs'wl that the high shafts such 
as those originally leading to the level of the Central Court aiui of the rexjf 
would have affonled excellent ventilation for the main drains, promoting as 
thev mirst have done a constani circulation of air below, These main 
conduits were continually flushed during a gnstt part of the jXiar, and it 
iniist be remembered that, as in the case of the filling and emptying of 
the large bath basins, slave labour was probably available for clearing out 
the impurities from the passages during the dry season. The shafts, as 
airuidy noted, formed cxccllcat man-holes and the tnaii) drains are so 
moiny that two of my Cretan workmen spent days within them clearing 
out the accumtiJated earth and ruhbte without physical incemveoKmee, 


jj 2 |,^Tiie PtASTEk Vase Closetsl 

Immediately Sooth of the rooms of the Domestic Quarter with the 
descending shafts b an interesting group of small rooms with adjoining 
stpre-dosetk The ground floor of these, as in the case of ail this Southern 
soiie. is on the higher lerel corresponriirtg with that of that Olive I’ress and 
crmnected system on the North, and of the neighbouring upijer rooms of 
the Domestic Quarter. 

On the North border of this group of nwms are six step.^ i)f a narrow' 
stone staircase' which must originally have led to the level ol the Central 
Court. The up[Kr ctmrs*; of this staircase ran above the end of an inner 
paved chamber with part of a stone bench remaining against its North 
Wall, and to which there is at present no vbiblc access. On the floor of 
this room and in two adjacent cheste or closcis were found a seriijs of vases 
belutiging to the eatiiest periud of the existing Palace, and tending to show 
that not tong after ita oonatroction the cliamber had been filled in or ib 
access blocked. 

A narrow ]ia-s$age> 60 centimetre# in width, flanking the staircase, gave 
access to another smaller paved room which, from its square form and the 
remains of iyT»um lining dabs attached to its walls, somewhat resembled 
one of the Palace bath basins. On the Wert aide of its entrance was a 

small niche. . . 

* Thr WPfw pre fl wiHci llick ttKf ISi Miiil tneiH 37- 
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Thfe ioBcr chamber was flanked on two sides by closets of a remarft- 
abJe character. The exterior walls of these arc thin paitittoru, composed 
of hard red stucco,' with a kind of terracotta pTfWter core—the whole only 
*^^^bmetJKS, dr about 4$ indies, thick. The more roomy of the two 



closets contained three large jars with a plain brawn surface with white 
baniis,* two of them chaiactertscd b^' a false spout on the tim—a spedd 
fcatute of the later Minton pottery. An interesting dbeovoy nude on the 
opposite side of the valky ahtws that ja« of this type were octosionaliy 

* rdintUdwob * Ttie uBcr »f these ii 1 ’Joajtm h^|A 
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used for sepuldirai purposes. The accideritat ctrcuntstance of u cow 
putting its foot through it» bottom, revealed the existence there nt a spot 
North-East of the Palace^ of a jar of precise!)' similar form (Fig. 49) which 
had b«seii plaoed upside down m a round hole just stiffident'fur the purpose, 
above, the remains of a child and 0 few smaller pots of a plain character. 
This as yet isolated discovery* is the only interment of the Palace Period 
that as yet come to light on the site uf Ktmssos;. 

Near these fiif/toi wai an elegant ojie-handtcd vase fPig- 50. middle), 



with while bouKls and traces of flowers mid foliage od fl purplish brown 


ground. 43 centimekres in height, while at variotia points on the pavetnent 
of the room itself were scattered other small vases, some of characteristic 
early form.* With them was ahwi a steatite ' pyx» ’ and a triton shell 

TT'c contents of the other plaster cheat wcit still more lentarkable. 


f CMtfgf reataicha In ibendglilMDiMitHl of ibia naoti lUd nm i™iUiailw 4isear«ty of ■njr 
futlS^T tnlicnMcni^ 

* ff f. > idrin 1 ^, AgpBl Itfctr iluMfc repjgnalnd inFiKMjnnwl 
^lUunjrti^ Raiid- 
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It contained, besidcfl the pemaitu of a Jar, resembling the aboti; mentinned, 
with a 'iklm;' ifjmut on the rini, a whole collection of jxits belonging to tite 
same period, most of them well presen.ed, aod a white marble boxvl with 
four caHthe iundJesw Two of these veaschf, a tall Jar with four handles 
rottrtd its rim, an<I a kind of candlestick, to be described below (Fig, jt, 3 . 
and I'ig. jj), were in colour and ornament indisttngutshable from the Late 
Min 6 an class of painted wans found in the basement room described 
abovw, together w-'ith the remains of the Terracotta Satictuarv. Their 
decoration comUted of white oontitiuoua spirals on a dark brown gnjund. 
It wilt be Steen from this that the earliest ceramic fabrics of the Later 
I alace fit on withoijt a break to those of ihc earlier building to which ap< 
]iarciitly the room containing the Terracotta Sanctuary belonged, ami it 
will be remembered that the early jxvttcry found in the *KjtselJcs' shows 
the same afifinities. 

In the pre«nt depoait, however, as in the Kaselles. elements of transi¬ 
tion an: fonnd which are not visible in the earlier Palace. In atkiiiton to 
the vases ivith tlie while spirals on a dork ground there came to light' n 
small bowl with a red continuous spiral on a buff ground (Fig. 51,3) which, 
except that the surface of the va.-se was dull, recalled 'proto-.Mycenaean ' 
types. 

The plaster cheat alao contained a number of cups pnisen ing to a 
Certain extent the outline of those belonging to earlier strata, though of 
rougher and heavier cijnstructTon, with plain clay walls occasionally slrcaked 
or lined iviih black or blue showing a sSjght glaxe.* Among other forms 
representerl were Eriptids (Fig. 50) approaching those of the North-lLa.st 
Magazines, the wide mouthed jar (Fig. Ji, SJ, a jug with a single handle 
and elevated spout (F^. 50^,* an elegant vase with a quatrcroil outline 

5 b 5 >. «nd a whole series of tall iwo-handlod Jars piled in ntsts, which, 
fio far as form is concerned, also recalled a common type of the North-Iuist 
Magazines. 

These latter jW, as well as the rjuatrefoi] vessel, presented a decora¬ 
tive feature already referred to as exhibited by the painted vase round in 
the other plaster cioseL Upon the sides of these vessels, in ilie case of the 


III* ehoi, im iB^ w%u«Uylwin*i«at ix>m«in«I within it. 

«tifa■ ui* T^l*****^"^' *Brf *-a bi dwiwia-. Ill grtiundooloar » n wiim 

Na Mtib «tfaiU Alw, wuh btndr, jtbued 
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qufttrefoil i-asc upon a purplish r«l ground, in that of the jars (sec Fig. 51, 
7,10) ^ upon the terracotta surface of the pots themseli-e^ sprays aad groups 
of lilies;’showing both the (lowers and foliage, are painted in white in a 
most natural^iic (h^ion. These pictmesque and beautiful floral designs, 
so freely draurn. represent the complete emancipation of the ceram k artists 
from the more geometric traditions of the earlier Mindan art, and become 
bencefonh a distinctive feature of the Later Palace style It is only in its 
latest phase that they show a tendency' to be absorbed in a decorative 
conventionalism, j'ntensifled no doubt 1 ^ increasing intttimcy' with Egy'ptian 
models. 

The Wy itself was the fiivotirite Palace (lower. On a fine fragment of 
wall-p.'tintiiig, found at the close of (he jHesent season's work near the 



t'lo, 5*-—£AXTiai?nrA&ii Cuteflestick fi-om I’uim* Cwirr 


South-East staircase; we ha« a glimpse of a whole Reid oflijies with while 
flowers and buds, yellow pistils and stamens and gtoai foliage on a red 
grruind, while, lest any natural touch should be wanting, the petals are in 
some coses shown half blown off by ihe wind. From the lily spray in the 
hair of the seated Goddess on the great signet ring from Mycenae; it seems 
probable that the flower had a religious association. In taoK con- 
vwtionaJired form as a fleur-de-lis. we see it supplying the decoralicm of 
the crown and collar of tlic painted bas-reliefs and as a foot ornament of 

the y'outh of the Frocession Fresco, who is^j„ immediate attendance on 
* tiw ? Qucktl* 

Among the fono, of vosoJ foood ia iho pW chest, that rrfened to 
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aboxt! as a ' canilJestick' is spedaity nntrwioftliy. Its under side with the 
white spiral decoration is shown in Fig. 51 rand the upper side with a 
socket, much resembling that of a modem candiestick, is seen in Ptg. $ 1 * 
Both the size of the object anti the fragile character of the material show 
that it was not a torch holder and there can be no reasonable doubt that 
this, like certain anali^us forms of classical antiquity,^ was Intended to 



Fio, sj.—TnvniAS CMr CsSurarncK ntruH Fovstk Avwutt Toni, 

hold some kind of wax candle. But the characteristic form and the 
expanding socket take us back to a much eartier parallel,’ and the most 
literal prototype of this clay utensil, like Llin6ic of so many of the Min6an 
stone vessels, » supplied by the old Emptne of Egypt Pig. 55 show-s 
a sketch of a similar day candlestick from a Fourth Dynasty tomb. 
Auention will be called, in a succeeding section, to the accumulating 
indications of a direct contact between MinAan Crete and tsifiy DjTiaatic 
^pt 

$ 22.—Court of the Sakctuarv ; SitumE of the DoubI-E Axes. 

AND LABVKINTH FRESCO. 

Both the rooms with the pla.’iter closets anrt the whole upper s^'^tem 
of the Domestic Quarter seem to have been approached 00 the South-East 
from an open Court of elongated form. The W'est dde of this Court is 
iUnked by a self-contained quadrangular block of sm^dl chambers through 
the centre of which runs a double gangway leading at its inner extremity 
into a corridor that runs tonnd the Western and Northern sides of the bbsek 

* For eBMnjiki of llww, »w M, •flid*' ^ 

’ AwWtfwia* jimk^m i^vm of £Ja| uidUdL hai with a krcicf ii In Cjq^rinMi 

Tomlw cctHuT^ iLCr Othffi wm ImwJ Lortibli. 
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in t]ue^tioa, Tlje twf» pralkJ s(irtg^\TJys that travcr^ie the ccnire of tlita 
group of structi>re» open on to the Court by a double doonvay^ tmmedtaldy 
in front of whicli are the rcmairvn of a iHiine attar-ba«:i of the kind found 
elsewhere in the Palace. From the signi6cant positiort of this altar-base 
and from the religious cltaractcf of one at least of the diambcrs that utand 
in imnKdiatc reJatinn to tl, the elongalHl area in which it i» situatud has 
been here named the-Court of ihe Sanctuaiy.* 

The passages bnunrihig the rectangular block of buildings to the 
North and West were Imth productire of interesting fiink. In the lateral 
pa-SSAge lo the North were hi ought to tight, above the flmtr le\-«l. a large 
fturnbcf of perforated clay |(.ioni weights^ more globular in form than thotie 
of the deposit from the carlief Palace rooms described above (pt 14). 
tOBcthcr witit S|>w*Is of the same niaierrii) for winding thread. These had 
fallen from tin upper storey room where the loom {fpya^tjptov, aa it was 
called by our ivorkmcn) must have been Mtuate. \\V have here an indica¬ 
tion of woineiv'^ chambenk. 

(n the hack passage to the West—also above the ftuor level—-were 
found a scries of Inscribed clay tabkLs iwtne of them well preaerveri, in- 
eluding two almost complete documeivts comaming fisti of men, GJay 
seal* were also fuiiiid wltfi tlicjn.one, wfitdi had evtdcnily secured the chest 

cemtaining these (jersonal iccorris. 
cunniermarked ivitli the ' ^fan ‘-sign. 
Altogether new was a class of uibfcis 
—two with complete and others with 
fragtnentary insciifitions—referring to 
iwnrdi The pictorial figures of the 
wtsipona on these tablets are of special 
(mportanoe as thq- illustrate two dis¬ 
tinct fomts tjf blade, ojic tin* 4tld 
Cretan and Aegean typev triangular 
in form. Fig. 34, the other leaf- 
shaped, Fig. 34 , r. besides S ItlDTC Or 
less intermcdiaie class. Fig. 54, #, 
The presence of the tcaf-shaped form in the Pakce b uf great interest as 
there can be little doubt that It is of Nctherti origin. It is not too much 
to say that the whtde chronology of the European Bronre Age « aiTreted 
by this discovery, which shows that this l«if-sha[«| type of sword had 



a, h C. 
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been developc^j before the approximale date of 1400 PX* TliK*r labicts 
were probably deriveti from deposits origtnally cxkUng in rwms of the 
upper terrace IcvcJ^ Sr>utb of the CentraJ Ccittrf. the liQfdcT> of 

which runs the pa^^e in the upper suaia of which tJic>' were found. 
Oit or near the fiaved lloor-Jcvel of thi£ passage occurred glaswl pottery 
of the pjTotcnlifyceiTiMsan ('Transitional Mifi 6 an 7 class. One it a high- 
spouted vBsc with spiral docoratioii recalling that of a 'funnd* with 
perfomted bottom from the Second Shaft-Grave at Mycenae. 

The double gangway opposite the altar-base coinmunicaics on the 
South w'hli the small hath-chamber aiieady brought £0 light in tlie course 
Ilf an isolated excavation m 1^1.^ Five steps, flanked by a piira[.iet cjiding 
Ena pniar-txisc, dciiceiid to a square htma (rMX 2 metrcay As noted in 
my previous Rej^irt tlu» shalloiv tiasin miUil have been tiised in the Orienlal 
fashion for wushing the feet and it looks as if in this case it liad performed 
a luAiral funclion of a rdtgious kind. 

All opening in the centriil dividing wall of the double gangway im- 
nictiialely opposite the tntianee to the bath gives access to its Nonherri 
passage, tn which, 4 few metres further on, ap|)car the stone jambs of a 
doorw ay leaditig to a small square chamber. 

The passage off which thb ^maJI chamber tay was {>a%'ed with lime¬ 
stone slabs and 0 (X!nerl» b}' a doorway with two g^'psiim jambs, into Uic 
* Corridor of the Sword Tablets." In boih these the Floor liad 

risen 35-30 centimetres, so as partly to obscure the jamb$ ef the door* 
w~ay^ and tlie same rise to the floor level visible In the adjoining 
chamber. As poiteiy^ of good Palace Peruxl lay on the orsginat tevd jt 
seems proEabIc that the highly floor level here represents that of the latest 
()criud during which this part of die Palace was occupEedr This concIiisiDn 
wa5 fulty home out h3'" the diaractcr of the ctnumfc types found in the 
odjoinitig rooiTL 

The smalt square chamber proved bo be an actual Faboe Shrine with 
the ve^ls of offering, votive figiires» idols, and cult objects slilt In positlpn 
as they were left when the site was final I v' deserted. The room itself was 
«if ve^T ^rn^ll dimett^oo^^—a dreumstance quite In keeping with other 
indications as to the site of shrines of Mycenaean date, li was only ene 
and a half metres square. 

I Sttf rgoii ppt 6#, *Thff filiiBi tKOwx^mt Uw X«ih«rt 

pu^c ol ibe ikHtUr nvi U^ckpA u thn^ i mJfeitgiL 
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The !iUl« Shrine was divided into three parts (see Plan, Fig, 55), The 
body of* the room, with a plain stamped day floor, <ras occupied br a 
™iety of vessels standing in the position in which th^* had been left b)' 
the Just occttj»«ts^ Two of these, a tall plain jar with an oval month and 
a tripod pot, were piacticaliy indistinguishable from the ordinary rustic 
vessels of the good Palace Period. .A stimip-i’ase, Iimi-ever, with a good 
glare and a painted drsjgn coosiiftirig of octopuses isith conventionalised 
tetilaclei forming a kind of waved macandcr presented a characteristic 
t>TJe of the later Perfod of partial ocenpation, A kind of boivl with a fiat 
bottom and two upright handies, lihowing painted decoration in the shape 

of plain broiivn bands un an ochreous groimd also belongwl to the later 
cemmic 

Bc>'ond this a^, whert; stood the larger vessels of ofTcring, was a 
somewhat raised dais with a pebble floor, fixed in the centre of which wa.s 
a plaster tripod with a slightly hollowed up^ier surface which tiad evidently 
served as a table of offerings (see Section, Fig. 55]. In form and con, 
structioH it recalled a similar object, which hoorever ^vas flat ai top and 
icems to have been rather a stand than a table, found, with vases belonging 
to the good Palace Pcriml, in a small store-room near the North-East 
.Magazines. It was observable that the feet of the plaster tnpod in the 
Shrine wem embedded somewhat deeply In the slightly raised dais and 
this cimunistanee tends to show that it had been already in position 
befom the floor tml rose to its present buighL On the pebble dais on 
either side of the iripod were some cups ami smaller jugs. 

Immwfiatdy behind the dais and tabic of oflerin^ a raised base 
about 60 cm. high ran from wait to wall It was of clay and rubble con- 
stmetion with a plaster face much deca>Td. which it has hceu necessary to 
restore in order to keep the upper part from ruin. On the ledge thus 
formed were fixed iwosacnd horns of white coloured stucco with a clay 
core, and on either aide of these stood a series of painted terracotta fieufea 
representmg votaries and divinities (see plan. Fig. 55, and Fig. 5^ a ^ r) 
The figures, though belonging to the mature Mycenaean period, showed, 
alike in thetr pose, the character of parts of their ornamait, and their nide 
appearance, an old religimis tradition. This wasespeciaJly noteuorthy in 
the case of a female votary, whose eyes, mouth, hair, and on,aments aitre 
rendered by ^ris of punctures and triangular inddons filled with a white 
inlay, consisting of potmded gypsum, like the rude day image* rmm the 
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Neotirhic stratum bmeatii the carliesi Palaox Mer aitnit, mnreovcr, 
cla<(ied over the breast in the primitive fashion, while her half sitting 
posture also suggested a distant remimsccncc of die Neolithic images of 
Kiiossos, The idols proper, three in number, were all of the female sex, of 
licttcr fabric than tJie last described, and showing a slight glaze, like iltc 
eontemtMjrary poiiiieil voscl They are distingui^icd from the reprerienU- 
lives of tlic votive class by the fact that they awr only 5cmi^ntlm>po- 
morphk, the body in each case Tbing from a clay cylinder, which looks 
like a suevavot from the columnar form of the earlier ' baetylic' stones^ 
Except for a small rDutid hole the c^’lintlcns were closcil below. 

Two of these idols are of much the same type, though in one ca% the 
Gmldcss's head is turned on one side (Ffg. 56, height trS centimetresj. 
The compamon figure has a plant design painted on the back. A kind of 
pig-tsiil hangs doivn in each case from tin* back of the neck, and other 
locks arc visible about the shoulders. The hands curve up oviif the breast-', 
as ill the case of some figtms from Jlycenae. A tyfic with a conical ba-*, 
ill lied to these latter, caetenrls to the Dnimbe.* 

The most renuirkable of these images, however, b a Goddess with both 
hands raised.one palm outwards, llic other in pnifilc, each with a dark band 
drawn acrews it. Site «ocms to be clad tn a kimi of b<xlicc, and wear* 
iicckliicca ami armlets, while on either wrist is a narrow cirtk-i with .1 disk 
like Ihut *in the wrist of the Cuti'Bearen The meaning of this diak is. 
^uiHcicntly explamcd in the painting by the iudusuitni of agate wins, and 
here as there it evidently stands for an engraved leutotd gem. koumi 
the to>> Of the eytindffcal bow runs a 7 .ot>c of mmxd lines, like a sucessiot) 
of simple decorative aiotire which b very cliaracteristic of the 

* pnitO'Mycenaean style of Kniosos, and on whidi in turn it taken 
over fmm the ' Middle Minftan ' ware of the carlicT I’alact* The figure is 
oeiiilmetnes in lieight 


But the most iiitercsttng feature of this image remains to be described. 
On the head of the Goddew, just as on the retLsh columns of tJic more 
andem Sanctuary tkscribed above,»'rs settled a dove. I have eiwwbere 
pointed out the religious imtwrtaiice of such conjunctions ns indicating the 

’ CvtlttHt (a the BtJjTiHte Uuir,nn tua* KoOmLoU (5L K,<uuiih, ia Stti/Mtif* 

49i dEw/jljftf rfntirf JffJ* /M^iafilfafl C^Vf ■jVVHlBjbn el , r f t r 1 ^-k_ 

-Ilf Aije ^^faAMTttr rtlidL 

• ¥m M cvui]ilc 4rt nbrtir. p s?, 1 j a 

■ Scr p. 991, Fic. 14. 
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decent of the divit*c spirit on the earlier baetylic object of wonjhip.^ 
Here we aec the dovC'Sanetifieti column become a * I^ove Goddess,' an- 
nlo^cnu to the gold figures found at Mycenae, the cytinddcHl base, howo-er, 
in the pitstwl case pneservitig a record of the earlier colinniiar form. It 
ii the sitine old -MinAan cult in gradual course of transformation. 

In direct relation with the Lady of the Dove stands a mate fifiitrc, 
t7'7 centimetres in licight, found on the optiositc siife of the base, who is 
holding oiit a dove as if to offer it to the Goddess, and must eviderjtly be 
fcgardcd as a votary. He staikU on a small flat base and wears a loin 
cloth, recalling that of some votive bmnxe figures from the Djctaean Cave, 
- and what Iwjks like a tunic, Taced behind The figure is of solid clay, the 
colouring rerldish-brown on a pale tKhre, but with no trace of glaac 

But the central objects of cutt in this small shrine were of the old 
’bactyltc‘ kind, to which tfven the seml-ati«hropoworphie images seem to 
have been subsidiarj'* The stucco horns representing the famm=» cult 
objects elsewhere described by me as the ' Homs of Consecnitton.' * and 
which, a* we have seen • from tlic examptes supplied by the cerracotta 
Sanctuary, go back at Knossos to the date of the earlier PaJmee, arc the 
tegular accompaniment of the mo/sl ancient objects of cuiL They appear 
at the base of Sacred Trees and CoTumns. and—what is still mote pertinent 
in the present conttexion—(be sacred Double Axe is also seen rising 
from bctwivn the horns of this cult object as elsewhere from between tlic 
actual h<irris of a bull's head. In my raom^ph on the 
Trttafui Piftar Ctdt a design is rcproducorl from a painted vase found at 
Old Saiamb, in which a double axe rising from ' Homs of Conseemtion ’ is 
seen between tw'o bulb' heads with simflftr axes.* Since then a remark¬ 
able illustnition of the t»me ritual practice has been supplictl by a [aitjicfl 
lamax found at Palaeokastro, Crete,* upon which the saeniJ horns with 
the Double A.xe are seen rising from a slab with columnar supfairl, the 
fetish pillar and weapon beir^ thus combiitecL 

That the patr of sacral horns on the raised base of the Kiwasian 


^ ^ «Ne ^Ic cnen^xe t.n the 

h^W am df Uk Cint of Emoi, »teen on i1k aiIik «f ilEhnMn. 

* J>« ifMf IVlltf Qiitf f I j. 

* Sex atow. p* 

* rit., p, Kig. 3 . 1901 , , 0 ^.) 

» I'uwui bf Mt. t, tt, ManhaU, In pdilttlici} in llic {WMCM Vi»lumr t/ ili« S. Ji, 



Kkossos Excavations, 1903, 


TOt 


shrine scrvetl the same tcligious purpose as dioisc depicted on the * tamax 
and the vtisc b made cvfdcnl by the foUowing circumstance. Midway 
between the tiro hom^ in each ease is a round swket for the shaft of the 
axe, and lest there should be any remaining tloubt as to the character of 
the cuit here represeoted, a small Double Axe of slcatilc ihig- 57 ) 
actually found resting against the left pair of horns. Ihe miniature 
dimen.sions of this weapon preclude the |«4iiibility of its having been one 
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of the pair set up in the sockets of the homs. 'ITiesc were doubtless of 
bronze. goM pbted perhaps like the small double a.\c.s found in the 
neighbouring Treasure Chamber TFig. 5S), and. like almost all objects 
nf metal, would probably have been cairkrl off at the time of tfie final 
ilesertion of the site. 

The small axe of steatite may be regarded as having a votive signifi¬ 
cance In the sense in which small images—in this ease a ietish image—can 
be offered Hi the divinjt>v Its redupUcaiod ends are an mteresting feature, 
and. like the pair of sacral horns, suggesi a dual cult. It will be remem¬ 
bered that a simitar reduplicated double axe appears in the field on the 
great signet of Mj'oenac between the seated Goddess and the descending 
warrior God. 

Tite prcscmce of the female iiiols on the same base as the Saxrrat 
Homs and Double Asc soems to show that this symbolic weapon wa.s 
associated here with the cult of a Goddess as well as a God. A roughly 
engra^'ed steatite lentmd found near the Court of the Oil Spoui .sliows in 
fact an axe of the same redupltcated form in the hands of what appears 
to be .1 female divinity (Fig. jpj- An inieresting mould of schist found 
near Sitda in EASterri Crete ' exhibiis moreover in addition to Sacral I loms 
1 .4 XaBthiMirliilM, ’E+, 'Anc-, U3«\ P- *W- «** J' *- 
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and two Doubfcr Axes with curiotwly cuspntcd iiidcs^perhaps an tmt- 
gfowth of the 'reduplicated ' Ij'pe—two fi{;ures of what aj^ti to tb 
female dMnittes. each of which holds a Double Axe aloA in eith# hand. 
The accumulating supplied by signeta, gems, and seal impressions 
of tile cult of a divine f«*ir in Mii)6im Kitofisos. not infrequently asw> 
ciatcd with lions, malcc it probable that the cult of the Cretan Jieus was 
here linked with that of Rhea, the ruins of wIkisc temple with tU sacred 
Cyiiress Grove was pointed out at Knossas in later days.' The DemWe 
Axe, the pmjiercmblem of the male God, was also common to the Goddess 
just as in Asia Minor it survived in the hands of tlie .Amaaons_and 
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tik-re are indicatioru that of the two It was Rhea who took the precedence 
in MinAan cult This b quite in keeping mth the surviving Cretan tradi¬ 


tions of Rhea and the infant Zcua* 


In addition to the evidence sOEipited by the small Shrine, .t whale 
scn«of re^t finds within the Palace ha. btought the exceptional sanctity 
of the doubJe*axc into ailditional relief Mention has been madcof minia¬ 
ture axe* of gilt bronre from the Treasure Chamber, and of the sea! unih 
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tile axc-holdiug (ifidtiefi.v An mticrtsting iiaal impffissioii from the Court 
of the Oil Spout shows :i bulis hend with the saewl emblem worked lo 
bctwccJi its horns (Mr. tJo), while on another imjiressioii from rear the 
R(¥;m of the Archives, fotif dcmble-aseiarc sym¬ 
metrically grouped round a central rtpsette (h'ig- 
Fresh examples of .Mycenaean pjltcry of the Fnlace 
style occurred on which tirnamcntal figures of the 
D<iub]e ;\xc take the place 0 / the orditiaf}- decorative 
motives. I n the rubbish heap of the South-F.ast Court 
bortlering the Court of the Sanctuary, moreover, 
fri^'ments of elay vcfiseJ* belonging to the carUest 
twriofl of the existing Palace found with this 
rrligidus symbol incised on their handles.^ 

The crttjrwhclmjiig evidenct (low forthcoming tif 
the Tmpjrtancc in lire Palace cult of the Double Axe. 
the Cariiin ftiArj'#,—emblem of the kindred J^eus of 
the Asianic regions—must be taken U> supply strong 
supfjort from the archaeological side for ihe connexion suggested b)' 
Kretschmer and Max Meyer on philological grounds of M/yr and 
lAii^riiUAos, That the tahrjfs symbol should be the distinguishing cult 
sign of tilt Mtndati Palace makes it more and more probable diat we: 
must In fact recognise in this vast building—^with its tnaie of corridors 
aiwi chanibers .md its network of subtcrumcan ducts—the local habitation 
and home of the traditional I .abjTiotb. 

Tluit the Labyrmthia Art w^is alrtiidy kfif>wn In the walls oi the faterr 
i^alaoc have now the m an inlcrcsting rfi-MXJvciy iiiadi? in wh:iX 

u> be the rcrtiaiiis of a corridor on the terrace immediately' 
the Kajit Portjcii of tho Hall of the Double Ax& The fiiWisn pT£istt:r hem 
rybjwed the remains of an elnbomte scri^ of in a ted<!ish 

btoiiti on a ivhitc grounri (IHg^ 6!?L The La by n nth figures herc» though 

Ijelonging lo the ^ame dntu^^artr more comphc^ieilthan thiM un t!ic ardixiic 

eiiioft of the Minotaur upon whseh is as. has hecii ^honm 

ill the bfil RefKitL an hdrloofti from Min^i A simple key or 

inaeandcT psitU-m appears on some of the scaltngsi found by Mr Hogarth 
at ZAkit>. A ^itill carher ejcample of the same class occnited in n magaatitic 
of ihe Earlier Palace (tigetber with fine * Middle Minuan" pottcr>* iiti the 
^ The tmlf c4lwi lUAfV Ibitikil iiii tlw po^lcry hm m*m M T *oaTiiftiWi«f lO f4<!^ 
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Ea-Sl «lc»pc. The tounie *»f these maeanefer desigiiA, and/ultimately 
of 'the Ijib)'TinLh fn Art,' wili pnibably be found in a curious daj» of 
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Egyptian bu^ti-seals, dating fivra about the Vlth and VUth Dynasties, 
Oil which similar designs prcdomifiAtcL 
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Betwiwn tKe small Shnne am! tht Court of the Sanciua^’ were two 
Mjuare chambers of similar rUmCiisJous, ‘Uie opening on the Court, which 
had been completely cleared of their contcniA, Ittspossiblr that there was 
originally^in accordance with the triprtite division visible in the Temple 
fresco and tlic Dove shrines of Mycenae—a group of three smaJI cells 
devoted to a similar cult. I'rom the presctice of altars like those near the 
wall of the West Court and that by the tiouthem I’ropytaea as well as 
from other indications, it may be infernal that tliere were* several similar 
shrine* within the Palace area. Each quarter of the Paboc ma>‘ well have 
had its special sanctuary, and lire Temple Fresco leads m to infer that 
some of these ivcne more showy erections (though still of Miguous 
dimensions) than the humble cell of tlic South-Eastern region. 

The contents, however, of the present Shrine derive a special interest 
from the decadent period to which the bulk of them belong, since thej- 
afford a convincing prottf that wseniially the same teligioua cult that we 
have seen illustrated by the terracotta Sanctuary from the Earlier Palace, 
survived to the very latest period of occupation. This religious survival 
can indeed be carried a step further in oliter parts of Crete. A clwe 
parallelism is visible between the cybmlrical-bascd female images here 
brought to light aiul those from a shrine of sriH later date, found by 
Mi!--s ETarrict Boyd hi the Mycenaean settlement at Goumii. in the 
Prtninoe of Mirabellu The female images there found were of plain day 
and much larger and coarser They had snakes coiled abfiut them and 
small attachments in the shape of the Sacral Hums, lo this cast^ too, a 
piaster tripod had been placed in front of the figures. Still later and very 
mde veraion* of the same religiotis type were found bj" Dr. Malbhcrt in 
the Sub-Mycetiacan cemetery of Frinia, rtear Cortyna, 

^ 23.—South-East Court axo Kudbish Hbak 

South of the Ctrtirt of the Sanctuary, on a lower terrace level, is 
another oblong Court or Yard, Itere called the South-East Court. It ts m- 
closed by walls on diree sides, that lo the West supporting an ascending 
^-tairt:ase of wliich some steps icmain, TMs open space sceins to have been 
largely used as a receptacle nf rubbish, and the amount of ordinary cisny 
cups of the l,ater Palace style found here at the begiuiiing of the excavations 
in I pop kd the workmen to name U the The deposit of pottery 
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indudcfJ m its lower atfatum many fragments «f*Kamdres ‘ ware pfotnaWy 
<Uting from the Earlier Palace. On the oecka and bandies of some of the 
plain pottery belonging to the early period of the Later Palace were found 
the marks already refciTcd to in the shape of Ts and Double Axes ol 
earlier anci later form This pottery answers in fiibrie to the plainer 
vessels found in the Plaster Onsets, nnd others froni the ,\orth-East Maga. 
Stines and elsewhere, and ilie close correspondence presented by some 
of the vases with those found at IMiytakopi marked in a smilar way is a 
significant of oontcmporancit}'. A fragment, with traces of streaked 
colouring, in the style of the Nurtb-East Magaiinca, found in the same 
stratum of the South-East C ourt, b of interest aa showing (lari of a graffito 
tnscripljw. the characicri of which though linearbctl seem rather to fit on 
to the Picliigraphic S>-stcm. 


§ — kiiMitlNS ar E.Alt|.teK ItL'it.Dtxrr TO Sodtii-East. 

Imincdiatcly East of Utc South-East Court were excavated a series of 
deep chambem andcell-likccompaftmenbi.of simple construction, evidently 

belonging to an earlier building, 
and, indeed, somewhat out of line 
l,atcr f’alace work imrno 
diateJy to the West of jt. The 
floors; of these chambers layabout 
fiwv 5 metres belnw llie present surface 

al«>ut 3 'octres down 
Jiainlfd poitcn' of the 
' Middle MtnAjin class were fouiul. Ii 

was here that at a depth of 4 merrev 
lay the dove vase friiinrl in 
With the pottery were also found 
® vmicty uF clay sealing)' belonging 
tu the period of the Hnrltcr Palace, aome with decorative designs derived 
from the XtliEi Dynasty scarab sij-lc (Fig. 631. Other sealings are of 
great importance as exhibiting group® of piefographic character of early 
type. It thus becomes evident that this form of script ivas In vogue in the 
Karticr Falace Fig. ^ slious an example «f one of these impnsstons 
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the bent leg, double nxe and fiah vigils. Another scaling (Pig. ^5) 
showfi a double axe (vith a scale [lattcrn. 

These early chambers andedb were compcBcd of ruhbk masonry, and 
square limesrone doorposts took the place of the low bases supporting 



Pus. (14,—tXsr SiAtinn wmr PicroaiMriDC 
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wood and plaster door Jiunhs, setui in the Later Palace. Some of the com- 
partmentB here ai^ mere wnttcd pits about t'55 metres N-S. b}' O'Sa E-W., 
and are perhaps largely foundation slruciuies. 

25.—epps WITH Ink-written Inscriitions. 

The upper f)an of the early consiructions «n the S<rtJth-Easl. menUtmed 
m the preceding Section, had evidently been ma<le use of as basements fora 
wing of thcl..ater Palacr. Here were found various vases belonging to its 
early period, including Iwo cups of quite exceptional interest. Thesecups, 
Uie relatively early date of which is attested by their fonns stilt showing 
traces of the cbaiactertstic contour of tlx; earlier MiniHan painted class, were 
them Be Ives of pla in clay. The irtteiior, luxvuver. was in both cases occu pied 
by inscriptiotts in linear characters writteiv in what apjxars to be a kind of 
ink of decfi bonni or blockish colour. The wrltli^ shows a cursi re tendency, 
and there are some variatiotis from the ortiinatj’ linear forma. T have there¬ 
fore set beside my copy of rwic of the two inscnirtioiis given in Fig. 66 a a 
rendering of it in the chamclers of the nrirmal linear script fFig, 6$The 
cxisienre of stofn between some of tlie words or sen^nos will be noted. 
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So far'as apt»earatiM gpes. ihe base of the irtk used may have been 
sepia- it has been extraoniinarily duraWe and so indelible that it was 
possible carduIJy to wash the inner surface of the ciipaw The lines of 
the letters show occasion ally a tendency to divide, which may point to 
the use ofa reed pen- As a whole the inscriptions present nn extraordinary 
parallelism in thdr ijcneral charaewa" to those on Egy-ptiau cstmia. 

The great value of these inkAvrilten irtscriptions Is that they give m 
tire first direct evidence of the existence rtf literary matenals irr the i’abcc 
of Krrossos other than the inscribed clay Ublets. These specimen* of pen- 
miirwhip are the »w>rk of practised iicribes,who, writing in a difiTcmit tnanricr, 
liail de\'dop«l i^tle^>ende^t methods and fomifl, sumcwhal variant from 
that of the ether echoot of liCTibes whrr wrote with a pointed iivstrumeiit. 
The hcap^of brokert seals found in the Rofim of the Arehlvesrand dse- 
whetc already suggested the Inevitabtc inference that they had originally 
bcloHged to written documents the materials of which had perbhed. W hat 
these materials were it h impossible to say with certainty, farchment may 
have been used, and the old Cretan tradition tliat palm traven had tmee 
been used for writing should not be left out of account. In any case the 
proof that writing in ink was practiscrl in the Minton Falace opens out 
possibilities of the former exjsiencc of literary materials of a fuller kint! 
than could be supplied by mcafts of the clay tablets. 

g 36.—SOimi'KASTKRX AXrrLB OF Titt PAJ.At:K. 

The exploration of the South-Eastern Palace region is stilt incomplete, 
and it muid be aumdent here to give the briefest Rummary of the general 

results-obtained. ^ t- u 

South of the South-East CJouri » a group of chambers, one of which 

oonuiinitie part of a /iVAm, is certainly a Magaiint. white the South-luuitcm 
angle is occupied by a square lowcr-like structure with abnormally thick 
walls. This group of chambers seem* to form a conriecteii whole, and is 
entered on the East side through an oblong room. Unger than the rest, which 
forms a kind of entrance halL Some rather elegant ves.sels of the late 
Minton class wet« found here. 

At the extreme Soulh-Easteni angle a double staircase, one fltglU o» 
which is preserved, runs dowm towards w hat may have b«u a iwstern gate 
on this side. On either side of the lower entrance pussage of 
case are tw-o rooms built of good limotooc raasoory, that to the bouth 
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of «Wotig shape, bdng lined with B>'psuin plaques like the North liath. 
The other is a square room with a square stone pilJar standing on a iow 
Uwe in its eentre. In the ctiliance (lassage between the two rooms were 
bntijght to light impiortaiit hits of wall ijahiting consisting of olive 
or myrtle sprays and the group i»f lilies already referred to. A small 
fragment showing grass in stsed is aim of singularly' naturalistic cjrccu- 
rion. In the same area aljar nccuired bits of painied |JoLterym ihc fine 
Later I^aiaco style, and an it'ory knot similar to the porcelain example from 
the Fourth Shaft Grave at Mycenae. Here, traj. was found a jsinall 
columnar shaft of iH>rphyry-likc material, mttnd which runs a spiral band 
relieved witli ii continuous ilecarutKe design of a kind also foumi on the 
Fatao!- vases; 

it Uto be iHitcil that the group of structures about die South-Hastcirr 
staircase is set at a somewhat differem angle front that uf tire testuf the 
I'jistem I'oljice wtt^, Tlii.H ahiiormal orieitiatioit h almost certainly 
accounted fur, hewevw, frvun the fact dial this angle of the building Jks cm 
the crlge of a steep blulT, and dial it was Uicreft^re found convcnieni to 
follow the contour of the gitmtul. ft murt be regarded ns an integral part 
nflhcFalnce. 

S} jy.—£A.sTivR?! W.yLL-I-INES AM> » ASTioN WlTli DfSCtXPIh't; 

Runnel 

<>n the lower tenace a liide of the Eavt 1‘orticD of the Kali of 
the Double Axes came to light the roundaiicms of two parallel walls 
perhaps belonging to a Corridor. It was here that the - I^by'riutli fresco' 
was discovered, and a little North of the same spot lay large fragments of a 
plaster dado shrywiug a pie yellow ground ncsilistiadly deconted widi 
veins in vaifous shades nf ncddlsh brown in iititlatum of marble.^ 

Parallct wtdi the remaini^ of (he Corrhior, ami about a metre and a half 
Ka»t of it. a double line of wall, the foundtuicui courses of which alone 
were preserved, runs from North hi South Tliesc were-evident 1y terrace 
walK and seem to represeut the litnila of the Fatncc in this direction. 

it b true that about 1 2 metres below the pmril where the traces of this 
dtMiWc wall temporanly cesu* in a Northerly direction, ports of « walled 
angle are vistfate which seem to re|)rcsent some profcctitig spur of the 

' Sw Pj*. /mrm.^ hjdj, pi n j, |r,j. |j. 


Knossos Excavations, T(ioz. tti 

i'liInCi:, oru coverc*) line uf approad) to its no longer visible Eastern Entrance, 
Hift Llie true contjitUAtiun of tius ilouble vvall-Jine is to lx- found in 
tu'o terrace walls with a simiLtr narmw space between them that fnnn the 
Sonthem and Western sides of a curious Eastern Hastion, to be <iescribed 
helowj and pralotig their course thence towanli a point probably refwc- 
renting tile north-east angle of the t'alncc. 

The Southern part of this (lostinn seems to have coiitaiiietl a dnitble 
Staircase, the steps of the ttpiKr ilight of which iiave dUappeanxi, This 
tipper night let! to the terrace abo\%atid thence in tbedtrecrion of the Court 
tif the Oil Sptmt On the lower part of thii> staircase thene wa> 
apparently a double landing with two or three Tiitermeriiate steps con¬ 
necting the two flights, jw in the ease of the Quadruple Stnirtasc, Of 
these landings the tower only has been preserve, and from it a ^mall 
fligitt of hvic steps leads doxvit to a stone terrace having itself two slight 
steps at ctibcr end. Emm this terrace again, alaiut 5 mcires no. atiotJier 
llight, of which only two slc]^ ami jXtrt of a third are preserved, iksccnds 
ill an Easterly diieciioti (See Plan, Fig, 67 and Fig. 69), 

But the most iiileresling feature of the whole is the water channel ihiit 
accomlollies the Stairs. The slcjM them«]vies are a metre wide, but 
between them and the outer b;du.slrade of the staircase Is a space of 25 
cciitiineires occupied by a stone rutind, the construction and arrangetnent 
nf which shows extraordinary skill in dealing with running water. iK »tunc 
cliaancl instead of accompanying the descenctrng flight of stairs in one 
cntitinuotis slofa;, a.-t might have been supitoicd, follows the successive 
gradations in a series of carves. (See Section BB, Fig, 68.) 

The effect of tficsc descending curves is to pul a repeated cheek on 
the rush of w.itcr The curves themselves almost cxactlj' agree with the 
natural paralx'da which walcr on falling wimlrl execute. There is thus a 
series.of leaps imtearj of tine, and the water flowing over a siicccTssiun «( 
curves is subject to friction which reduces its velocity. I'bc cofient 
thui reaches the critical [Xiint. ilic nharp turn namely at titc bottom of 
I tie stairs, with an impetus much inferior to that which it would othcrwiiie 
have accumulated from the unbroken descenL The force of the water 
being in this way diminUhed, it was less liabU' Iti ovierfloiv the |iaveinent at 
the Liottrnn of the tltghi of stairs. The hydraulJt science displayed by 
this device is such .vs to astonish the most competent iudges. 

But this is not all. At the bottom of the flight of stoim where the 
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nmncl take? n suddtn turn to the dght the channel I? dcepciietl ko ^ 
better to aecoiiitnodntr the inrush of ttK? current, and the water b lurtW 
rtrawTi away ftvin the pru^tble point inf overflow by a Midden downward 
Blope nf the chaimd. 

U appear? that tht water w»s ultimately wanted flir some tank heio^^ 
width t| wad dcsfrablo to keep tJciur. Accordingly the level part of the 
cuiicse aloiifi tlie ^iiulII temioe was taken advantage of ti i fnan 'tl ^mnll catch - 
pit) for thedejNMitor's^imetit, in rhe^hapeofa shadow stjunrir basin, which 
«mtd easily bp clcanei^ oet ivhen necessajrj'* In neder to secure a certain 
local retardation of the curttaii, nioreuvpr» favirtiiable to tlw: precipitation of 
sediment, the runnel instead nj pmceeding^ fJIrectly to the basin Tnakes a 
double bend, n.'pcainl in its continued courve Ja^yiind, In the nnglEr* of 
tiiiae bends aa wdl as in the smnfl catch^pir itself the sediment according; 
to fvclt-knon'ii 1flw5 w'witd have a icndciicy to be deposiml. 'Hic extn- 
ordinary point is that tlur^ laws diould Have been kntovn In the MinAan 
architect. 

The rnnnd now proceeds by iwo more cluii^ted curvs, aiiswerin)^ p, 
the hnr steps at the further end .tf tfie ittrace, to the point ubere it turns 
Ka&twatd by a oontmuect curving: conrse down the furtlicr flight ufatefe^ nf 
which only the uppettnost are preserved. 

In tin: North &ce of the wall, inunedlately beyond the Hmtioti down 
which the runnel descends^ arc vtsible rii<c «tq» of a smaller rtaircaseiD in 
the riaii and Section and I'ig. 69). which flhplay the pccultarrcy that they 
suddenly break Ciff", leEning a. drop of i-:acr metre to the (laiiol floor lewl 
belou The possibility ^iiggcats itself that the level of the bwest step may 
represent the water level in some kind r,if lank, soppiicd, in part at by 
means of the niiinet that ajccompaiutss ihc other stairs. Two eourses of a 
(vall are in fact viable about a metre East of the smaller flight of steps, 
which seems to have represented the contaiumg H-aJll of the basin on that 
9f<lc. TlUiffT jifr also traces of its North Wall 

The ptatfnnn of ma*iMir)' with [he loiger stairs and niuiKi is rmt 
joinieri into ihe mom tKiract wall bdund. and. tlmugh dfmbtlc«. orai- 
temponuy witli it, forms, wi- far as its constrEtCtki'n goes; a hifid of annexe 
to it It is boiiit of sEimller hlocIcH ihati the ollwrs, eeve^aJ of whicJi sluw 
rricLsiid aigns belonging probably to the Iniiat falace Period. 

The iorao: wall itadf is, backed,.as already, nntol, at m* iutert'dl nr 
only a few centimetres by anmlier rougfier wall, and thh tlntible line, 
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thovtgh in 9 . minous !>tatc, can be imccsl for about anotlicr tivcnly* 

fi™ metres hej'ontJ Ibe East Bastion. Thcutiter of these tu'u walis alnne 
has a face; on the Eastern side, the inner wall being cntistmctet! entirely of 
roughlj' finished blocks. This dual arrangemertt which charaetcriTses what 
may be rc^detl as the Emitirrn boundary line of the I*alacc; also reappears 
in the case of tile Western Wall of the dccft-lying central report of the 
East side of the t’alace, that, nomety, which borders the Quadruple Stair¬ 
case, the Court *,if the DtBtafls and ndjnlniitg roorns. The object, 
especially visible in the latter case, is to protect the second of the twn 
wdU from damp by mierposing on air-space between it and the inie 
lernice wall, -^t tivc same Ittne oertain {Kirnts of contact between the 
inner and outer walls of the system gave the wliole ji measun! of unity 
A stipponiiig wall. The l^linfbti anrhitect showed in other wTiys a special 
genius in protecting the main halls of the low-!yitig part of the building 
against damp, it will be seen by referring to the Elan on p 56, that ihc 
whole ♦ Domestic Quarter * of the Ealnce and the adjoining halls are not only 
protected bj’ the double wali attd air-space to the Weal, bui are flanked to 
North and ijomh, where tbetc was alsti an earth euUitig, by corridors, lighi 
nrefts, and blocks of ina.v 7 nr)'containing drain nr vendhiting sliaits. 

Almost immediately behind the secmul line of the East Wall is 
another wall, traceable, in i«irt only by its foandationH. for a di^nceof 
about 30 iitctros beyond the East Bastion. This xvall is coristnicted of 
large limestwie block.s atid luw a gooti iadng on its Eastern side, showing 
that it wa? originally intendctl to be visible. It follows that the rough 
wall in front of it and the outer wolMtne in conne.'cjon with it ate of 
later cBrtstruction. The third wall-Hnc would then represent the urigina] 
terrace wall, which was afterwards sepplementiHl, ow'ing prebabt)' to tL> 
having fallen into a ruinous state, by the two outer lines with foundation.^, 
at a aimewhat limcf ieticL Tlwiv are also remains of a fourth inner 
line of tvall at a mean distance of about a meire within the earlier 
terrace Urn* reimacntcd by the thinl wall see Fig. 69J. 

This cjuadruple line of w^!l may be taken to represent the Palace 
boundoiy on this side and U evidently the coniimtation of the sttnilar 
system visible West of the East Bastion. Further Eastw-anis, owing to thr 
denudaiion of the slope, the traces of ihesc walla dwtndfe to vanishing 
point, but there are strong indicaticnis that these remains very nearly 
reach thee.’itremc North-West comer of Ihc building, A dfstlnct Northern 
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bouiKlary line i» in fart visible, which would bai'c mtrt the Kaittem Wall 
at a point about 33 metre* firom the East Haaiiatt. The iirst !M»nion of this 
line on the slope above is supplied by the remains of an existing wall by the 
North-East Etwleni. East of this—following the Northem boundary of 
an earlier group of buildings tu be reretTEd to in the next Section—is a 
cutting as if for a (roadway, whidi was found choked with tumbled blocks^ 
apparently derived fmm a Ime of outer waliing that HmJ originally 
surmouuted a. 

It U true Uiat immcdlatety North of this cutting are remains of a 
block of buildings consbting partly of magaaines with /r/Aof of the ad¬ 
vanced Mycenaean clas>, together wlOi oUier constructions lielonging 
largely to the period of the Earlier Ealace, Thctic structures, however, seem 
tr > be at most of the nature of dependencies to the main building. 

^ as,—STOKt-RooMS OK Eaklteh. PALACt:, WITH Eaixted Vases ok 

Eoc'Sheu- Fabric. 

In the angle included beiw'ecn the hfagazines of the Knobbed PitAai, 
the F.astcm Wall-lines tuid the cutting to the North mcntioneil in Ihe last 
Sectitm. the remains of the l.atcr Palace have almost entirely disappeared. 
This is no doubt largely due to the natuial denudation of the slope of the 
hill, but the remains of a kiln found here belonging to the Roman period 
may indicate that some of the good material on this side was artHidally 
destroyed. 

To compensate, however, for the disappearance of the later Mindaii 
structures within this area, a whole series of chambers belonging to the 
earlier building w'crc here brought to light, in part beneath the level of the 
Koman kiln. The walls were of the same simple rubble construction as 
those of the primitive chambers near the South-East cormu' of the Palace. 
The nxHtis WTire small, with narrow door openings, and there appeared to 
have been a gallery on their Western border. Two points in negard 10 
these structures were specially noteworthy. Although tAviousIy of an 
earlier date and built according to a more primitive method than the Later 
Palace, the ririentation of their main both Irinm North to South and 
fnim East to Wtsi agreed with the later plan. It vra^ also evident that some 
nf the chambers bad, at a lime when their original floor levds had slightly 
risen, been used as basement stores ty the occupant-s of the Later Palace. 


ua 
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In one piles I>r shnilar la iltosc cif the Xorth-l-La^t Maga2rntL>>^ 

b:ul btri^Ji pladcMt nn n (Icwr level a few centimetn^ above Liters of 
finer v^mes belonuing to the carticr Min Ann J'eriod. 

■ As a rulc+however, the difTm^icc of ievci was very tleciiirrl, ami the 
following was the usual stmtiAcntron brought to light 

I. At cr near the .surface lew) a cJLsturhctl clnwv dcpo^ift 
wTtli pottery ansiverirtg lo elas-ws foiintl m the Lnter l^abce, iit- 
cJiidinf: the Pcfi(>d of Re-f>rctt{>ationi This goes down r ^5 rnelres- 
X A strAUim U ceutlmetnc^ deep full of wood ashes packerl 
with I^te MinAan (Kamdres) sherds similar lo those below the 
kcHan of the SpiraJ h re-wro (sM |X ^6, 

j. A p^le clayey stratum 'lo deep with a few 'sltetib of ih^ 
same gencot character the 

4. A deposit 45 ccntimcires ihizU of wood with tht- 

remams of Miii6an painted ^'aees of the finest fabrk. This 
deposit rests on a stninpi:^ clay (iDor-levcl about rSS from tlic 
present surfnci:. 

1 1 w&s evident that the bulk of these chambers had been store-mom s for 
(Krttery* of a very remarkable qunlily. Although fnam UieejiEtfciiie delicacy 
of the fabric nf a large pmpriTtion of the Vf^fctfcls |l\e mere wdght nf she 
superiiicuiiibent <]eposTt seeiTLS to have lieeti ei)i>ugh to crush thetit, it lias 
been |M><.sible to put together a wies of vissiMjI^ iu a fairly cnmplelc fmtti 
with results tliat ihrosv an entirely new light on the high jiLTfeclinn of 
ceramic art already reached In whnt may be bot described as the Middle 
MiniVin Period, 

The from lhtS4^ chambers consisted far tlie most p^irt of liow ls^ 
ami eu]>s vt tth or without Handlei, of greiit variety und elegance nf forncL 
ITicir fine fabric, ofion as thin os egg-shell china, as well as some of 
thdf contours ^ttgge^ iirlginali^ in meial ivnrfc, md mmt of tliem apc 
adorned with embossi^ riecooition ev^idcntly enpied from the ntfianssr 
designs nf citps m preci<Kis "I'he siigiit iitctallic lustre OCcadbiialiy 

vi^ihJe on ilie black gTY>UJid of thes^ het|H to cnihaticc this LTanparlsoTi- 

Thc cotiwirs are gcncmlLy vermilion m\, orange, and white* on a black 
grtrtiiiiL Sniuelime^^ lurwcvcTi the gimiml is a bright brick-nd, in ilm 
of some beautiful bowls adorned with w^hitc asterisks^ *^tore rard>~ 
the ground is pale buff with dark brown decwiUnti—a. style which amici- 
pates the prevaihng fitshum nf the I^ter Palace Period A cup with white 
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leaf umtimciiLs on a dark ground round its ^‘sdk and the same cfccoration 
in dark brown on ^ wbitn ground on it^ bii?ic flluf^trcitcs the trart^^ilion be- 
tween the two usages. 

It k impossible here more than to refer to Llit^tc oc^uktte ceramic 
tvfies^ which will be more fully iilu^lmted in Dr. Duncan Mackciiiie^^ 
account of the Knas.sian pottery in the forthcoming number of 
tr/SiMdirs* A good iirxamplc of a cup witlj a fine metalltc oMtline 
is given in Fig. 70. It show^ u simple geomclric-ai decomtion—white with 
small red disks on the black ground—restsmbliiig a succession of narrow 
plates nith studs or rivcM I the handle. |tart of which only is preserved* w 
about tw(* ccntimctri^ broad^ but so skrukc xh^t it mtifit have been usee) 
with great procautinn. The cup rcproduceiJ in JT ^ in one of the most 
beaiitjfid ceramic productions of thtr MitWian or any othel agci It i< light 
in make and spontaneous as a bubble, and the design it bears, the catix of 
a ^atcHily a$ it ftoats on Ihe surface of a |iooI» b in keeping with the 
lightdomcncss of form- The itiea of this tlccoration may liave been :3ug‘ 
gested by a lotus vase of but tJur floral motive fe here more 

delicately treatcrL* The outer teaves of the calix are black with ii irentral 
vein of led^ the inilo- |x:tals whitCp and the vvhole upper margin of tlie 
corolla is outlined agninst a red background. 

It ii to \x ob5er\'ed; that the divci^U spiral amJ isevefal other deigns 
on the cups and bowls from these ear!)' store-TOoms. like the conieinporary*^ 
Cretan seals, show distinct tracer of the influence of Egyptian rnoth'w of 
the Twelfth and'Thirteenth Dynasty Fmod. The character of the deeo- 
ratinn is geometrical, and plant forms where they occur are tneatjcd m a 
more or less geometrical manner. There h iiothltig here of the unt minmclted 
naturalistic style which chameteri^^ the an of tlte Later Falace. 

§ or Ik^wL^or Dtoitjrjc axO LirAKm- of 

EAkLV B\-MASTIC EovniA^v Fa DR! a 

The high Icvd of civilisation attained at Ktifi^sos by the date of the 
Middle Kingilom of Kgy'pt U well illustrated bj' the bcantifui ceramic 

* 1^ ftmt Ummaic* h Tlwtrtiott Fjfc 

3 T 1 il‘ wur ik*qen in ■ cniitupi Ibirth h iftplml (ft it «tki» CrctaTi *r*mc him}- 

<n ih* lyjK fipBrntl in ti'miuii Fictiigraiikii A;il I3\/p*ni ^ i£^ 

Fir. ilj* A mlib ■ «* knnul n ibe Swth Jutirn^y irf itw: IIaU nf Um tAmcafr 

Aic» ,irt JJ. |t|t 
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ptDducts dt^-^cribcxi in itic preceding Section. Hut theexqutsite technique of 
thciie patntect vaseg iL^lf ImpliE^ a vmye^icmive period of oarlicr develop-^ 
ment. On the Fsltici; aiie, morccKcr, j*nrl notably in the deep-lying early 
diainber» on the South-East (sec above^ p. iq 6)^ were rmincl remato^^jr vases 
t3'p<jlogtcal1y at least anterinr hi ttie developed * MIdtIle Mitidan' class. 
The decoration on these, consisting of chevrons and dot* in rt^klisJi-yellow 
and white on a black gmund. limply ttprc^iH the taking over of the 
mebed atid punctured decoration of the advanced Neolithic 5t3'lep where 
the white and orange inlays in the burnished black "bucchero* already 
an tic i [Kite the ^ 5 'Steni of colouring. 

Already in t^5 certain forms of Cretan stone va.^-^ hatl led me to 
seek comparisons in Old Kingdom forms, nolably tht^K: of the Fourth 
Dynaslj',* The most charactenstk of the Cretan bead-seals— the prism 
shajied^Bnd thtur prototype moteo^w in a black steatite example found 
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at Rarnak, the subjects on which are allied to those of a peculiar das* of 
cylinders of tlursame matertal bdonging to the earliest Dynastic period,* 
Scv 0 ^ of the iraditfonat figum^ of Cretan mt^ljos, such 

the Minotaur itself go back lo the same cycle. The fodueiicc of another 
class of seal, of button ^liapc^ frequent about the Vlth and VI Ith il 3 m£tsthe 3 i 
and on whkrh the maeander deugn, the prototype of the * Labyrinth in 
All/ is spcdally frequenh has also to be taken into accounu 

The excavations of 190 ^ hans now supplied in a fragmentary but 
condtisivc form the evidence of actual imports from the Nile Vallej* belong¬ 
ing to the early Djtiastic Period. 

Among somedchrk from the South wall of the Store Room containing 

Oavfkrm in Omiff Fntegra/Mf^, fSpSli ^ 

iiiu 

■ Srrtfi l/.N.S., icrJi (8^. [k 363, 



the ‘ falsospouiKl' jftfis of the eai-liest period of the taler Palace (see 
abow, p. Ka> oecutted a beautiful fnigiTient of a shallow finely profiled 
bowl of translucent diorite (see Fi|r. ya). Tlie crreunisLajices of the find 
sufiieicntly indicateihat the fragment bckiugcd to an earlier date than the 
Later Palace, but the evidence goes far beyond this. Both form and mnteHal 
show that the vase to which the fragment belrmged was of the finest 
fabric, ami ftt il»e opinion of the moat compotcnl Egyptologists* 
the probable dale itf its fnanufacture goea bach to the period ol tlic IVih 
Dynasty (e ^oco-j-oo »>:.). while it cannot be later than the Vlth (c. jsod- 
3330 h.C> As a matter of ftict the fiagment so closelj' resemble? the material 
aitd contour of a diorite bowl in the Ashmolean Museum («e Fig, 73) 
ffom the Unnb of the first Fourth Dynasty' King Snefeni (r. jgpU-jyfiQ 
»,C 0 that it might almost have hecti broken from it The diunte is 
of the must ejapikitc kind, such as k found in the rdyal toraba 



Ftu- fy'^^SiecTKw ot Fcsvrrtaa Hiuaiti Bowl rtnu Tutt* or Ki}«r, Sasrean, »>r Tua 

rtSDltli DntAfTT. 

N'or does this eiidence stand alone. On the East slope, near the early 
Sture Rooms conlatoing the ' Middle Minihin * pottery, but in rlishubeii 
earth, was found anuilier fingiRcnt of a bowl of the same type, though of 
wmiewbai more caiinaied profile (see Fig. 74!!, cut out of a {leculbr 
•ijrcekrcd variety of volcanic glasa. The matcnal, which b semLtrans- 
parent, ha-v been examined by the eminent mineta]ugi>,t, Profi^r li. A. 
Miers. and proves to be the iwy distinct variety known as liparitc and 
derived from the Atmliait Islamk* This form of obsidian is uiikmvwn in 
the Aegean, and it apfiearv to be unUbcly Lhot it could at any 

» PnibMJC tViri* fmMta U10 W «r »lw IWrUv nnw birr ihn 

ttw Sxlh. rn4»*M W'aklnrnr SciHi^, 4if mtiilfn, ilMt bswk Mtr qwte 

ditrint Uw FdSiih lljw*r,««ft iIdI ibij wmj har* 1 xbi> in «•* liiUMif tkc Fifth Dvmuiva 
ia jni|iuialtle lo Dine ihnu liuwB (an bfvi ditr. 

*T>bOMdtMhMbcm<finBal Kftifafcir W,/. Sutu*. 
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been rutuid thtrc.^ A fetir tfthcr fruj^mciits of the same matennl have 
occurred in the Palace strata at Knossoi;, [ticludiny part of a kntoid 
in^lio dating from fb latest period. Fmm the earliest Neolithic 
times oiiivards, howevcFt the obsidian in general use was the fine black 
qualil}’ such a.^ in found in such prorusioii tn Mekis. It is, mnieover, a 
retnarkable fact that tlmugli the form and finish of the bowl to which this 
fragment belonged, proclaim it to have been of early Dyna.'itic E^'ptian 
fabric, the obsidian vases, hitherto found in Egj-pi itself are of a material 
answering to the ordinaiy Aegean class. It is possible that the Italian 
variety offered grcaler Guiliiies for cutting out vessels of comparatively 
large tiimensions. The obsidian vases found in tombs belonging to 
the first Dynasties at Abydos are of moie compact tj'pe, and to cut out a 
delicate bowl fmm the Aegean material might well i have baffled huinan 
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^kilL As it is tile bowl from which the fragment has been ilertved with 
U« finely pnifiled nutlinc and cxriutsitely slender fabric must hare been a 
prodiglDus de /inrxr. 

In Prafessor Petrie's opinion the ^sharpl^'diaractericerl form shows that 
this liparitc laiwl cannot be later than the IVth Dynasty. Couplml with 
the finding of the fragment of tile dinrite bowl, it is lait too much to saj- 
that the discovery throws.an entirely new light oil the e^ttemal relatiojia 01 
Minttan Crete In the early centuries of the Fourth Millennium ltd It 
would appear that maritime intercourse was already opened up with Italy 
os well as the Nile Valley, and it is difficult to avoid tiic conclusion that 
Cretan merLantitc intercourse atfcady supplied Egj-pt, not only with the 
.Aegean type of obitidlan, but with the rarer quality deriied ;pcrliaps 
^ T1hi| k 
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bj' means of the later Ionian coastirm rouiej from the Aeolian t3lan<}s. 
The Min^n rtiler soenvi have received in exchange aome finished 
products in the shape of 5rcs5cU both of the fine^ I^Tptian material and 
c»r tliie Tiparitc iliat hja ourii mariiiine efiierprise Had iiccDicd |br Fbamob. 
The alternative hypothesis that eith^eiasAOf bowl was made in tvnosMM 
h>’ Egyptian lapidaries seems icss consistcnl with general prohabilitics: 

ABTiitiR I. Evans. 
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